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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Publiſher of this Dzscr1PT1oNn is under 
ſome Difficulties, on account of the Author's 


addrefling the Volume to him, and making him a 


» Compliment in the Beginning; which, as he is 
conſcious he does not deſerve, he hopes the Reader 
will impute to its proper Cauſe, namely, to the 
Warmth of Friendſhip, which is too apt to exalt 
the Object it eſteems. The Gentleman who wrote 
this Volume, is of too much Conſequence to be 
obſtinately contradicted ; and as the Bookfeller 
could not prevail on him to leave out the Compli- 
ment above-mentioned, he hopes his publiſhing of 
it will not be imputed to any other Motive, but 
that of his Readineſs to my 
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A DescriPeTioNn of 3 


MILLENIUM HALL. 


DEAR SIR, i : 
HOUGH, when I left London, I promiſed 
to write to you as ſoon as I had reached 
| my northern retreat, yet, I believe, you lit- 
tle expected, inſtead of a letter, to receive a volume z 
but I ſhould not ſtand excuſed to myſelf, were 1 
to fail communicating to you the pleaſure I received 
in my road hither, from the fight of a ſociety, 
whoſe acquaintance I owe to one of thoſe fortu- 
nate, though in appearance trifling, accidents, from 
which ſometimes ariſe the moſt pleaſing circum- 
ſtances of our lives; for as ſuch I muſt ever eſteem - 
the acquaintance of that amiable family, who have 
fixed their abode at a place which I ſhall nominate 


Millenium Hall, as the beſt adapted to the lives of 


the inhabitants, and to avoid giving the real name, 
fearing to offend that modeſty which has induced 
them to conceal their virtues in retirement. 

In giving you a very circumſtantial} account of 
this ſociety, I confeſs I have a view beyond the 
pleaſure, which a mind like yours muſt receive from 
the contemplation of ſo much virtue. Your con- 
ſtant endeavours have been to inculcate the beſt 
principles into youthful minds, the only probable 
means of mending mankind; for the foundation of 
moſt of our virtues, or. our vices, are laid in that 
ſeaſon of life when we are moſt ſuſceptible of impreſ- 
ſion, and when on our 1 as on a ſheet of white 
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2 A DESCRIPTION OF 
paper, any characters may be engraven; theſe lau- 
dable endeavours, by which we may reaſonably ex- 
pect the rifing generation will be greatly improved, 
render particularly due to you, any examples which 
may teach thoſe virtues. that are not eaſily learnt 
by precept, and ſhew'the facility of what, in meer 
ſpeculation, might appear ſurrounded with a diſ- 
couraging impracticability : you are the beſt judge, 
whether, by being made public, they may be con- 
ducive to your great end of benefiting the world. I 
herefore ſubmit the future' fate of the following 
heets entirely to you, and ſhall not think any 
prefatory apology for the publication at all requiſite ; 
for though a man who ſuppoſes his own life and ac- 
tions deſerve univerſal notice, or can be of general 
- uſe, may be liable to the imputation of vanity, yet, 
as I have no other ſhare than. that of a ſpectator, 
and auditor, m what I purpoſe to relate, I preſume 
no apology can be required; for my vanity muſt. 
rather be mortified than flattered in the deſcription 
of ſuch virtues as will continually accuſe me of 
my own deficiencies, and lead me to make an 
humiliating compariſon between theſe excellent 


ladies and myſelf, | 

You may remember, Sir, that when I took 
leave of you with a deſign of retiring to my native 
county, there to enjoy the plenty and leiſure for 
which a few years labour had furniſhed me with 
the neceſſary requiſites, I was adviſed by an emi- 
nent phyſician to make a very extenſive tour 
through the weſtern part of this kingdom, in or- 
der, by frequent change of air, and continued & 

erciſe, to cure the ill effects of my long abode in 
the hot and unwholſome climate of Jamaica, where, 
while I increaſed my fortune, I gradually impair- 
ed my conſtitution; and though one who, like me, 
has dedicited all his application to mercantile gain, 
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5 1 not allow that he has given up the fubſtance - 


the ſhadow, yet perhaps: it would be difficult 
ts deny, that I thus ſacrificed the ent, n in 
purſuit of the leſss. 
The eagerneſs with which I longed. to: fix 15 
wiſhed-for retirement, made me imagine, i that” 
ae ts I had once reached it, even the purſuit of 
health would be an infufficient inducement to de- 
termine me to leave my retreat, I therefore choſe 
to make the adviſed tour before I went into the 
north. As the pleaſure ariſing from à variety of 
beautiful objects is but half enjo joped when we have 
no one tg ſhare it with us, 1 accepted the offer” 
Mr. Lamont (the fon of my old friend) made of 
aceompanying me in my journey. As this young 
gentleman has not the good fortune to be Known 
to you, it may not be i as will appear in . N 
ſequel, to let you into his character. | | 
"Me; Lamont is a young man of about twen 
five years of age, of an agreeable perſon, and Keely: j 
underſtanding ;- both perhaps have concurred to 
render him a coxcomb. The vivacity of his parts 
ſoon gained him ſuch a degree of - encouragement 
as excited his vanity,” and raiſed in him an high 
opinion of himſelf. A very {generous father ena- 
bled him to partake of every faſhionable amuſe- 
ment, and the natural bent of his mind ſoon led him 
into all the diffipation which the gay world affords. 
Uſcful and improving ſtudies were laid aſide for 
ſuch deſultory reading, as he found moſt proper to 
furgh him with topics for converſation, in the 
idle ſocieties he frequented. "Thus that vivacity, 
which, properly qualified, might have become true” 
wit, degenerated into pertneſs and impertinence.. 
A conſciouſneſs of an underſtanding, which he 
never exerted, rendered him conceited ; thoſe ta- 
lents which nature kindly beſtowed upon him, by 
B 2 being 
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being perverted, gave riſe; to his greateſt faults. 
His reaſoning facu . 
ue, led him to infidelity, and the. deſire of being 
thought ſuperiorly diſtinguiſhing, eſtabliſhed him 
an infidel, Faſhion, not reaſon, has been the guide 
of all his thoughts and actions. But with: theſe. 
_ faults he is good-natuxed, and not unentertaining, 
eſpecially in a tete à tẽte, where he does not deſire to 
ſhine, and therefore his vanity lies dormant, and ſuf- 
fers the; beſt qualifications of his mind to break forth, 


without meeting with any other than the uſual in- 
cidents of the road, till one afternoon, when our 
' Chaiſe broke down, The worſt circumſtance attend- 
ing this accident was our being ſeveral miles from 
a town, and ſo ignorant of the country, that we 
knew not whether there was any village within a 
moderate diſtance. We ſent the poſtillion on my 
man's horſe to the next town to fetch a ſmith, and 
leaving my ſervant to guard the chaiſe, Mr. Lamont 
and I walked towards an avenue of oaks, which 
we obſerved at a ſmall diſtance, The thick ſhade 


woodbines with which they were encircled, was ſo 
delightful, and the have os the grounds ſo very 
attracting, that we ftrolled on, deſirous of ap- 
proaching the houſe to which this avenue Jed, It 
is a mile and a half in length, but we were ſo 
charmed with the uncommon verdure and neatneſs 
of the fields, with the beauty of the flowers which 
were planted all round them, and feemed to mix 
with the qujckſet hedges, that time ſtole away in- 
ſenſibly. 2 


ſcene truly paſtoral, we began to think ourſelves 
in the days of Theocritus, ſo ſweetly did the Ou, 
8 8 0 


ty,. by a partial and ſuperficial 


This induced metoaccept of him as a fellow traveller, 
We proceeded on our journey as far as Cornwall, 


they afforded us, the fragrance wafted from the 


When we had walked about half a mile in a 
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| of a-flute come wafted through the air. Never 


did paſtoral fwain make-ſweeter'melody on his oaten 
reed. Our eats now afforded us freſh attraction,” and 

with quicker ſteps we proceeded; till we came 
within fight of the muſician that had charmed us. 
Our pleafure was not a little heightened, to ſee, as 
the ſcene promiſed, in reality a pherd, watching 
a large flock of ſheep. We continued motionleſs, 
liſtening to his muſic, till a lamb — — from its 
fold demanded his care, ann! he 4aid Op 


Curioſity” now prompted us to walls' on; the 
neffer we came to the houſe, the ve found 
the profuſton of flowers which ornamented every 
feld Some had no other deſenee than hedges of 


roſe- trees and ſweet-briars, ſo artfully planted, 


that they made a very thick hedge, while at the 
lower part, pinks, la; hyacinths, and va- 

PA emed to grow under their pro- 
tection. ' Primroſes, violets, © lilies the 3 


and polyahthules enriched ſuch ſhady 


want of ſun, were not well — — the pro- 
duction of other flowers. The mixture of perfumes, 
which exhaled from this profuſion, compoſed the 
Higheſt fragrance, and ſometimes the different ſcents 
Negele the ſenſes alternately, and filled us with ow 
Hedtions on the infinite variety of nature. 
When we were within about a quarter of a 
mils of the houſe, | the feene became ſtill more ani- 
mated. ' On one ſide was the greateſt” variety of 
cattle, the moſt beautiful of their kinds, , grazing gin 
fields whoſe verdure equalled that of the fineſt turf, 
nor were they deſtitute of their ornaments, only 
the woodbines and jeſſamine, and ſuch flowers, as 
might have tempted the inhabitants of theſe paſtures 
to crop them, were defended with roſes and ſweet- 


briars, whoſe thorns preſerved them from all attacks, 
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6 A DESCRIPTION or 
Though Lamont had hitherto been little aecuſ- 
tomed to admire nature, yet was he much captivated 


with this ſcene, and with his uſual levity eried out, 
If Nebuchadnezzar had fuch paſtures as theſe to 


range in, his: ſeven years expulſion from human 
o . + a * P , o 
ſociety might not be the leaſt agreeable part of his 
life.“ My attention was too much engaged to 


eriticize the light turn of Lamont's mind, nor did 


his thoughts continue long on the ſame ſubject, for 
our. obſervation was ſoon called off by a company 
of hay- makers in the fields on the other fide of 
the avenue. The cleanlineſs: and neatneſs of the 
young women thus employed, rendered them a 
more pleaſing ſubject for nt's contemplation 
than any thing we had yet ſeen; in them we beheld 


rural ſimplicity, without any of thoſe marks of 


poverty and booriſn ruſticity, which would have 
Apoilt the paſtoral air of the ſcene around us; but 
not even the happy amiable innocence, which their 
figures and countenances expreſſed, gave me fo 


much ſatis faction as the ſight of the number of 


children, who were all exerting the utmoſt of their 
frength, with an air of delighted emulation between 
themſelves, to contribute their ſhare to the general 


undertaking. Their eyes ſparkled with that ſpirit 
which health and activity can only give, and their 


roſy cheeks ſnhewed the benefits of youthful labour. 
Curioſity is one of thoſe inſatiable paſſions that 
grow by gratification ; it ſtill prompted us to pro- 
ceed. Not unſatisfied with what we had ſeen, but 
deſirous to fee ſtiill more of this earthly paradiſe, 
we approached the houſe, wherein, as it was the 
only human habitation in view, we imagined muſtre- 


{ide the Primum Mobile of all we had yet beheld. 


We were admiring the magnificence of the ancient 


ſtructure, and inclined te believe it the abode of 
the genius which preſided. over this fairy land; 
Trig | HE when 
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MILLENIUM HALL. 5 
when we were ſurprized by a ſtorm, which had 
been for ſome time gathering over our heads, though 
our thoughts had been too ein gaged to pay 
much attention to it. We took ſhelter 
thick ſhade of a large oak, but the violence of the 
thunder and lightning made our ſituation rather 


uncomfortable. All thoſe whom we had a little 


before ſeen ſo buſy, left their work on hearing the 
firſt clap of thunder, and ran with the utmoſt ſpeed 


to Millenium Hall, fo I ſhall call the noble man- 
ſion of which I am ſpeaking, as to an aſſured N 


W every evil. 

Some of theſe perſons, I i imagine, percelved us; 
for immediately after they entered, came out a wo- 
man, Who, «by. her air and maner of addreſs, we 


gueſſed to be the houſe-keeper, and defired us to 


walk into the houſe till the ſtorm was over. We 


made ſome difficulties about taking that liberty, but 
ſhe ſtill perſiſting in her invitation, had my curio- 
ſity to ſee the inhabitants of this hoſpitable manſion 
been leſs, I could not have refuſed to comply, 

by prolonging theſe ceremonious altercations Lots 
detaining her in .the ſtorm ; we therefore agreed to 


follow her. 


If we had been inclined before to fancy ourſelves 
on enchanted ground, when after being led through 
a large hall, we were introduced to the ladies, who 
knew nothing of what had paſled, I could ſcatcely 
forbear believing myſelf in the Attic ſchool. The 


room where they fat was about forty-fve feet long, | 


of a proportionable breadth, with three windows on 
one ſide, which looked into a garden, and a large 
bow at the upper end. Over-againſt the windows 
were three large book-caſes, upon the top of the 


middle one ſtood an orrery, and a globe on each of 
the others. In the bow fat two ladies reading, with - * 
| Pen, ink, and paper on a table before them, at 
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which was a young girl tranſlating out of French. 
At the lower end of the room was a lady painting, 
with - exquiſite art indeed, a beautiful Madonaz 
near her another, drawing a landſcape out of her 


own imagination; a third, carving a picture-frame 
in wood, in the fineſt manner; a fourth, engraving z 


and a young girl reading aloud to them; the diſ- 
tance from the ladies in the bow- window being 
ſuch, that they could receive no diſturbance. from 


| her. At the next window were placed a group off 


irls, from the age of ten years old to fourteen. 


ſcape, à third a perſpective view, a fourth engrav- 
Ing, a fifth carving, a ſixth turning in wood, 2 


ſeventh writing, aneighth cutting out linnen, another 


making a gown, and by them an empty chair and a 
tent, with embroidery, finely fancied, before it, 
which we afterwards found had been left by a young 
girl who was gone to practiſe on the harpſichord. 
As ſoon as we entered they all roſe up, and the 
houſe-keeper introduced us, by ſaying, ſhe ſaw us 
ſtanding under a tree to avoid the ſtorm, and ſo had 
deſired us to walk in. The ladies received us with 
the greateſt politeneſs, and expreſſed concern, that 


when their houſe was ſo near, we ſhould have re- 


courſe to ſo inſufficient a ſhelter. Our ſurprize at 
the fight of ſo uncommon a ſociety, occaſioned 
our making but an aukward return to their obliging 


reception; nor when we obſerved how many arts 


wie had interrupted, could we avoid being aſhamed 
that we had even then intruded upon them. | 


But before I proceed further, I ſhall endeavour | 
to give you ſome idea of the perſons of the ladies, 


whoſe minds I ſhall afterwards beſt deſcribe by their 


actions. The two who ſat in the bow window 


were called Mrs. Maynard and Mrs. Selvyn. Mrs. 


Maynard is between forty and fifty years of age, a 


little 


f theſe, one was drawing figures, another a land- 
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1 mri vrnfol nate a 1 
little woman, well made, with a lively and genteed 
air, her hair black, and her eyes of the fame co- 
lour, bright and piercing, her features good, and 
complexion agreeable, though brown. Her coun« 
tenance expreſſes all the vivacity of youth, temperet 
with a ferenity which becomes her age. © T7 

Mrs. Selwyn can ſcarcely be called tall, though *' 
ſhe approaches that ſtandard, Her features are too 
irregular to be handſome, but there is ſenſibility 
and delicacy in her countenance which render her 
extremely engaging; and her perſon is elegant. 

Mrs. Macs whom we had diſturbed from her 
painting, is tall and finely formed, has great ele- 
gance of figure, and is graceful in every motion. 
Her hair is of a fine brown, her eyes blue, with all 
that ſenſible ſweetnefs which is peculiar to that co- 
lour. In ſhort, ſhe excels in every beauty but the 
bloom, which is ſo ſoon faded, and ſo impoſſible to 
be imitated by the utmoſt efforts of art, nor has ſhe 

| ſuffered any further by years than the loſs of that 
radiance, which renders beauty rather more reſplen- 
dant than more pleaſing. l | 

Mrs. Trentham, who was carving by her, was 
the talleſt of the company, and in dignity- of alr 
particularly excels, «but her features and complexion 
have been fo injured by the ſmall-pox, that one can 
but juſt gueſs they were once uncommonly fine; a 
ſweetneſs of countenance, and a very-ſenſible look, 
indeed, ſtill remain, and have baffled all the moſt 
cruel ravages of that diftemper. 1 e 

Lady Mary Jones, whom we found engraving, 
feems to have been rather pleaſing than beautiful. 

She is thin and pale, but a pair of the fineſt black 
eyes J ever ſaw, animate, to a great degree, a coun- 
tenance, which fickneſs has done its utmoſt to en- 
der languid, but has, perhaps, only made more 
delicate and amiable. Her perſon 1s exquiſitely 
\ B 5 genteel, 
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genteel, and her voice, in common. x Jpeg, enchant- 
ingly melodious. _ - 

Irs. Morgan, the lady who. was drawing, ap- 
pears to be upwards of fifty, tall, rather plump, 
and extremely majeſtic, an air of dignity diſtin- 
guiſhes her perſon, and every virtue is engraven in 
indelible characters on her countenance. There is 
a 1 in every look, which renders the decline 
of life, if poſſible, more amiable than the bloom 
of youth. One would almoſt think nature had 
formed her for a. common parent, ſuch univerſal 
and tender benevolence beams from every glance 
ſhe caſts arouhd he. 

The dreſs of the ladies was thus far uniform, the 
fame, neatneſs, the ſame ſimplicity and cleanlineſs 
appeared in each, and they were all in luteſtring 
night-gowns, though of different colours, nor was 
there any thing unfaſhionable in their appearance, 


except that they were free from any trumpery orna- 


ments. The girls were all cloathed in camblet 
coats, but not uniform in colour, their linnen ex- 
tremely white and clean, though coarſe. Some of 
them were pretty, and none had any defect in 
perſon, to take off from that general pleaſingneſs 
which attends youth and innocence. 8 
They had been taught ſuch an habit of atten= 


tion, that they ſeemed not at all diſturbed by our 


conyerfation, which was of that general kind, as 
might naturally be expected on ſuch an occaſion, 
though ſupported by the ladies with more ſenſible 
vivacity and politeneſs than is uſual, where part of 
the company are ſuch total ſtrangers to the reſt ; till 
by chance one of the ladies called Mrs. Maynard by 
Her name. 

From the moment I ſaw her, I thought her face 
not unknown to me, but could not recollect where, 
or When I had been acquainted with her, but her 

| name 
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name brought to my recollection, that ſhe was not 
only an old acquaintanee, but a neat relation. I 
obſerved, that had looked on me with particular 
attention, and I begged her to give me leave to aſk 
her, of what family of Maynards ſhe was? Her 
anſwer confirmed my ſuppoſition, and as ſhe told me, 
that ſhe believed ſhe had ſome remembrance of 
my face, I ſoon made her recolle& our affinity 
and former intimacy, though my twenty years 
abode in Jamaica, the alteration the climate had 
wrought in me, and time had made in us both, had 
almoſt effaced us from each other's memory. | 
There is great pleaſure in renewing the acquaint- 
ance of our youth; a thouſand pleaſing ideas accom- 
pany it; many mirthful ſcenes and juvenile amuſe- 
ments return to the remembrance, and make us, as 
it were, live over again what is generally the 
moſt pleaſing part of life. Mrs. Maynard ſeemed 
no leſs ſenſible of the ſatisfaction ariſing from this 
train of thoughts than myſelf, and the reſt of 
the company were lo indulgently good-natured, as, 
in appearance, to ſhare them with us. The tea- 
table by no means interrupted our converſation, 
and I belicve I ſhould have forgot that our journey 
was not at an end, if a ſervant had not brought in 
word, that my man, who had obſerved our moti- 
ons, ,was come to inform us, that our chaiſe could 
not be repaired that night. 6 
The ladies immediately declared, that though 
their equipage was in order, they would not ſuffer 
it to put an end to a pleaſure they owed to the acci- 
dent which had happened to ours, and inſiſted we 
ſhould give them our company till the ſmich had 
made all neceſſary reparations, adding, that I could 
not be obſtinately bent on depriving Mrs. Miynard 
ſo ſoon of the ſatisfaction ſhe received, from having 
recovered ſo long loſt a relation, I was li tle in- 
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elined to reject this invitation: pleaſure was the 


Chief deſign of my journey, and I faw not how 
I (could receive more, than by remaining in a fa- 
mily ſo extraordinary, and fo perfectly agreeable. 
When both parties are well agreed, the neceſſary 
\. -ceremonies previous to a compliance are ſoon over, 
and it was ſettled that we ſhould not think of de- 
parting before the next day at ſooneſt. | 


The continuance of the rain rendered it impoſſi- 


ble te ſtir out of the houſe ; my-couſin, who ſeem- 
ied to think variety neceſſary to amuſe, aſked if 


we loved muſic ? which being anſwered in the 


- affirmative, ſhe begged the other ladies to entertain 
us with one of their family concerts, and we join- 
Ing in the petition, proper orders were given, and 


we adjourned into another room, which was well 


furniſhed with muſical inſtruments. Over the door 
was a beautiful ſaint Cecilia, painted in crayons by 


Mrs. Mancel, and a fine piece of carved work over 
the chimney, done by Mrs. Trentham, which was 
a very artificial ener 

cal inſtrument. 


While we were admiring theſe performances, 


the company took their reſpective places. Mrs. 
Mancel ſeated herſelf at the harpſichord, Lady 


Mary Jones played on the arch lute, Mrs. Morgan 
on the 


organ, Mrs. Selvyn and Mrs. Trentham 
each on the fix-ſtringed baſs; the ſhepherd who 
had charmed us in the field was there with his 
German flute; a venerable looking man, who is 
their ſteward, played on the violincello, a lame 
youth on the French-horn, another, who ſeemed 
very near blind, on the baſſoon, and two on the 


fiddle, My couſin had no ſhare in the performance, 


except ſinging 1 wherein ſhe was joined 


by ſome of the ladies, and where the muſic could 
bear it, by ten of the young girls, with two or 
| | three 


ntation of every fort of muſt- 
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MILLENIUM RAR #3 3 
three others whom we had not ſeen, and whe 
voices and manner were equally pleaſing. "They _ 
zerformed ſeveral of the fineſt pieces of the 

eſſiah and Judas Maccabeus, with exquiſite taſte, - 
and the moſt exact. time. There was a ſufficient 
number of performers to give the choruſes all their 
pomp and fullneſs, and the ſongs were ſung in a 
manner ſo touching and pathetic, as could be equal- - 
led by none, whoſe hearts were not as much affected 
by the words, as their ſenſes were by the muſic. 
The fight of ſo many little innocents joining in 

the moſt- ſublime harmony, made me almoſt think 
myſelf already amongſt the heavenly choir,. and it 
was a great mortification to me to be brought back 
to this ſenſual world, by ſo grofs an attraction as a 
call to ſupper, which put an end to our concert, 
and carried us to another room, where we found a 
repaſt more elegant than expenſive. | 

The evening certainly is the moſt ſocial part of 
the day, without any of thoſe exceſſes which fo 
often turn it into ſenſeleſs revelry. The conver- 
ſation after ſupper was particularly animated, and 
left us ftill more charmed with the ſociety into 
which chance had introduced us; the fprightli- 
neſs of their wit, the juſtneſs of their reflexions, 
the dignity which accompanied their vivacity, plainly 
evinced with how much greater ſtrength the mind 
can exert itſelf in a regular and rational way of 
life, than in a courſe of diffipation. At this houſe 
every change came too ſoon, time ſeemed to wear a 
double portion of wings, eleven o'clock ſtruck, and 
the ladies ordered a ſervant to ſhew us our rooms, 
themſelves retiring to theirs. : | 

It was impoſſible for Lamont and I to part till we 
had ſpent an hour in talking over this amiable 
family, with whom he could not help being much 
delighted, though he obſerved, they were very 

| | * deficient 
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© deficient in the bon ton, there was too much 
2 folidity in all they ſaid, they would trifle with 
© trifles indeed, but had not the art of treating more 
< weighty ſubjects with the ſame lightneſs, which 
© gave them an air of ruſticity; and he did not 
E. 1 but on a more intimate acquaintance we 
© ſhould find their manners much ruſticated, and 
their heads filled with antiquated notions, by 
having lived fo long out of the great world.“! 

I roſe the next morning very early, deſirous to 
make the day, which I purpoſed for the laſt of my 
abode in this manſion, as long as I could. I went 
directly into the garden, which, by what I faw 
from the houſe, I judged to be extremely pretty. 
As I paſſed by the windows of the ſaloon, I perceiv- 
ed the ladies and their little, pupils were earlier riſers 
than myſelf, for they were all at their various em- 
ployments. I firſt went into the gayeſt flower gar- 
den I ever beheld. The rainbow exhibits not half 
the variety of tints, and they are fo artfully ming- 
led, and ranged to make ſuch a harmony of colours, 
as taught me how much the moſt beautiful objects 
may be improved by a judicious diſpoſition of them. 
Beyond theſe beds of flowers riſes a ſhrubbery, where 
every thing ſweet and pleaſing is collected. As 
theſe ladies have no taſte but what is directed by 
good fenſe, nothing found a place here from being 
only uncommon, for they think few things are 
very rare but becauſe they are little deſirable; and 
indeed it is plain they are free from that littleneſs 
of mind, which makes people value a thing the 
more for its being poſſeſſed by no one but them- 
ſelves. Behind the ſhrubbery is a little wood, 
which affords a glocm, rendered more agreeable by 
its contraſt with the dazzli g beauty of that part of 
the garcea that leads to it. In the high pale which 
encloſes this wood I obſerved a little door; curia- 
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ſity induced me to paſs through it; I found it 
opened on a row of the neateſt cottages I ever ſaw, 
which the wood had. concealed from my view. 
They were new, and uniform, and. therefore 1 
imagined all dedicated to the ſame purpoſe. Seeing 
a very old woman ſpinning at one of the 1 
a0 88 her, by admiring the neatneſs of her habi- 
tation. | F ii, 29h 
Ay, indeed, ſaid ſhe, it is a moſt comfortable 
place, God bleſs the good ladies I and my neigh- 
bours are as happy as princeſſes, we have 2 
thing we want and wiſh, and who can ſay more ? 
Very few ſo much, anſwered I, but pray what 
ſhare have the ladies in procuring the happineſs 
you ſeem ſo ſenſible of! | 3 
Why, Sir, continued the old woman, it is 
all owing to them. I was almoſt ſtarved when 
they put me into this houſe, and no ſhame of 
mine, for ſo were my neighbours- too ; perhaps 
we were not ſo Page as we might have 
been; but that was not our faults, you know, as 
we had not things to work with, nor any body 
to ſet us to work, poor folks cannot know eve 
thing as theſe good ladies do; we were half dead 
for want of victuals, and then people have not 
courage to ſet about any thing. Nay, all the 
pariſh were ſo when they came into it, young 
and old, there was not much to chuſe, few of 
us had rags to cover us, or a morſe] of bread” 
to eat, except the two Squires; they indeed grew 
rich, becauſe they had our work, and paid us nat 
enough to keep life and ſoul together ; they live 
above a mile off, ſo perhaps they did not know 
how poor we weie, I mult fay that for them; 
the ladies tell me I ought not to ſpeak againſt 
them, for every one has faults, only we ſee other 
peoples, and are blind to our own ;- and certainly 
* 
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E it is true enough, for they are very wiſe ladies 
©* as well as good, and muſt khow ſuch things. 
As my new acquaintance ſeemed as Toquacious as 
her age promiſed, I hoped for full ſatisfaction, and 
afked her, How ſhe and her neighbours employed 
„ themſelves ?* © Not all alike, replied the good 


* woman, I will tell you all about it; There are 
© twelve of us that live here. We have way one 
© 2 houfe of two rooms,” ts you may ſee, beſide 
© other conveniences, and each a little garden, but 
. © though we are ſeparate, we agree as well, per- 
© haps better, than if we lived together, and all 
© help one another. Now, there is neighbour 
© Suſan, and neighbour Rachel; Suſan is lame, 
* ſo ſhe/ſpins cloaths for Rachel; and Rachel 
© cleans Suſan's houſe, and does ſuch things for her 
as ſhe cannot do for herſelf. The ladies ſettled 
all theſe matters at firft, and told us, that as they, 
to pleaſe God, aſſiſted us, we muſt, in order to 


8 


* 


they would put us in a way, poor as we are, to 


poor woman is almoſt ſtone deaf, they thought 
would have a melancholy life if ſhe was to be al- 
ways ſpinning and knitting, ſeeing other people 
around her OS, and not be able to hear a word 
vis f faid, ſo the ladies buſy her in making broths 
ih this and the next pariſh, and two_of us are 
that want them; to viſit them often, and ſpend 
more or leſs time with them every day accord- 
ing as they have, or have not relations to take 


nurſes for thoſe who are very ill, yet they will 
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them, 


| * 
— 
1 

1 


pleaſe him, ſerve others; and that to make us happy 


do good to many. Thus neighbour Jane, who 
nd caudles, and ſuch things, for all the ſick poor 
fixed upon to carry what ſhe has made to thoſe |, 


care of them; for though the ladies always hire 


not truſt quite to them, but make us overlook 


MILLENIUM HALL. 
© them, fo that in a ſickly time we ſhall be all day 
going from one to another.” e ee 

But, ſaid I, there are I perceive many chil- 
« dren amongſt you, how happens that! your 
tw $2 de 3 — e 

7 a for that, my intelligencer, I 
will tell you how that is. Tow muſt know theſe 
good ladies, heaven preſerve them ! take every 
child after the fifth of every poor perſon, as 
© ſoon as it can walk, till when they pay the 
* mother for nurſing it; theſe children they ſend 
to us to keep but of harm, and as ſoon as they 
* can hold a Knitting needle to teach them to knit, 
and to ſpin, as much as they can be taught befo 

they are four or five years od. when they are re- 
moved into one of the ſchools. They are pretty 
company for us, and make us mothers again, as 1 
© were, in our old age; then the childrens rela- 
tions are ali ſo fond of us for bur care of them, 
« that it makes us a power of friends, which you 
know is very pleaſant, though we want nothing 
from them but their good wills 

Here I interrupted her by obſerving, that it muſt 
great deal of time, and ſtop their work, 


take up a x 

conſequently leſſen their profits, ; 
There is nothing in that, continued the good 
© woman, the ladies ſteward ſends us in all we 
want in the way of meat, drink, and firing; 
* and our ſpinning we carry to the ladies; they 
< employ a poor old weaver, who before they came 
© broke for want of work, to weave it for us, and 
< when there is not enough they put more to it, ſo 
we are ſure to have our cloathing; if we are not 
© idle, that is all they deſire, except that we ſhould 
de cleanly too. There never paſſes a day that one 
< or other of the ladies does not come and look 
© all over our houſes, which they tell us, and cer- 
. « tainly 
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F tainly with truth, for itis a great deal of trouble to 
© them, is all for our good, for that we cannot be 
© healt 


© prayers, and a ſermon to us, and their own family; 
nor do they ever come here without giving us 
< ſome good advice. We uſed to quarrel, to be 
© ſure, ſometimes when we firſt came to theſe 
©. houſes, but the ladies condeſcended to make it 


- up amongſt us, and ſhewed us fo: kindly how 


much it was our duty to agree together, and to 
forgive every body their faults, or elſe we could not 
hope to be forgiven. by God, againſt whom we 
© ſo often ſinned, that now we love one another 


like fiſters, or indeed better, for I often ſee ſuch 


© quarrel. Beſide, they have taught us that we are 


generally in fault ourſelves; and we find, now 


that we-take-care not to be perverſe, our neigh- 
5 bours are ſeldom in the wrong, and when the 

are, we bear with it in hopes they will bear wi 

© us when we are as much to blame, which we 
may be ſure enough will happen, let us try ever 
© ſo much to the contrary, Then the ladies ſeem 
* ſo pleaſed when we do any kindneſs to one ano- 
© ther, as to be ſure is a great encouragement ; and 
© if any of us are ſick they are ſo careful and ſo 
good, that it would be a ſhame if we did not do 


all we can for one another, who have been always 
© neighbours and acquaintance, when ſuch great 


£ ladies, who never knew us, as I may ſay, but 
to make us happy, and have no reaſon to take 
© care of us but that we are poor, are ſo kind and 


© condeſcending to us.” 14 81 | 
I was ſo pleaſed with the good effect which the 
charity of her benefactors had on the mind, as well 
as the ſituation of this old woman, whoſe AN iba 
7 : y 


„ 


thy if we are not clean and neat. Then 
- * every ſaint's day, and every Sunday after church, 
'© we all go down to the hall, and the ladies read 


MILLENIUM HALL. 1g 
by her own account, were equally: benefitted by the 
bleſſings they received, that I ſhould have ſtayed long- 
er with her, if a bell had not rung at enĩum 
Hall, which, ſhe informed me, was a Gunintods to - 
break faſt. I obeyed its call, and after thanking her 
for her converſation, returned, with a heart warmed 
and enlarged, to the amiable ſociety. My mind 
was ſo filled with exalted reflections on their vir- 
tues, that I was leſs attentive to the charms of in- 
8 nature _ when I firſt pailed ie 4x ths | 

. n 

Asten breakfaſt the ade e e ande 
| they hl fein the courſe I — firſt _ 
out, they led us a con ? aid, 
ſhould: be Gied! with — 2 of he, ſcene. - 
I told them with great truth, that, what I had be- 
held could never weary, for virtue is a ſubject 
< we muſt ever contemplate: with freſh delight, 
_ © and as ſuch examples could not fail of improring 

every witneſs. of them, the pleafure of reflection 

would encreaſe, as one daily grew more capable 
A enjoying it, by cultivating kindred ſenſa- 
tions. By ſome more explicit hints they found 
out to what I alluded, and thereby knew: where I 
had been, but turning the converſation to pre- 
ſent objects, they conducted us to a very fine 
wood, which is laid out with ſo much taſte, that 
Lamont obſerved the artiſt's. hand was never more 
diſtinguiſhable, and perceived in various ſpots the 
direction of the perſon at preſent moſt famous for 
that ſort of improvement. 

The ladies ſmiled, and one of them e 8 He | 
did their wood great honour, in thinking art had 
© lent her aſſiſtance to nature, but that there was 
little in that place for which they were not ſolely 
< obliged to the latter. Mrs. Trentham interrupted 


her who was ſpeaking, and told ug, that, © As — 
o | 
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© had no ſhare in the improvements which had been 

made, the might with the better grace aſſure Mr. 
Lamont, that Fady Mary Jones, Mrs. Mancel, and 

Mrs. Morgan, were the only perſons who had laid 

but that woad, and the commoneſt labourers in 


che country had executed their orders. Lamont 


was much ſurprized at this piece of information, and 
though be would have thought it ſtill more exqui- 
ſitely beautiful had it been the deſign ofthe perſon 
- he imagined, 2 is ſo powerful, that he could 
not ſuppreſs his admiration and ſurprize. Every 
cut in it is terminated by ſome fobſe object. In 
everal places are ſeats formed: with ſuch ruſtic fim- 
plicity, as have more real grandeur in them, than 
can be found in the moſt expenſive buildings. On 
an eminence, boſomed high in tufted trees, is a 
. temple dedicated to Solitude. The ſtructure is an 
exquifite piece of Gothic architecture, the proſpect 
from it noble and extenſive, and the windows ſo 
placed, that one fees no houſe but at ſo conſiderable 
a diſtance, as not to take off from that ſolitary air, 
which is perfectly agreeable to a temple declared] 
dedicated to Solitude. | The moſt beautiful object in 
the view is a very large river, in reality an arm of 
the ſea, little more than a quarter of a mile diſtant 
from the building; about three miles beyond it lies 
the ſea, on which the fun then ſhone, and made it 
. Contemplation, another of Silence, .two of various 
birds and animals, and a couple of moon-light 
pieces, the workmanſhip of the ladies. e 
Cloſe by the temple runs a gentle murmuring 
rivulet, which flows in meanders through the reſt of 
the wood, ſometimes concealed from view, and then 
appearing at the next turning of the walk. The 
wood is well ſtocked with pheaſants, wild turkies, 
ſquirrels and hares, who live ſo unmoleſted, _ 


t all fear, 300 rather i 
t them, . Man, 


hey ſeem to have for 

. than fly theſe \ come am 
never appears there 28 a merci peo 
preſerver, inſtead of the tyrant, of the ag part 
of the creation. While they continue in that 


none hut natural evil can approach * and foams. -- | 


that they are defended. as . as poſſible. We 

there * walked fan i of the ' thade with, 

the animal race; and f perfe 9 in nature 3 

bounty ſeems 1 0 the 3 e creation. One 
t 


could ſcarcely nkin: aſe Happy times, 
wolf hal with the 


were come, when the wol 


„ lamb, and the leop ad l lie 4 | 
und the, 


C kid; "and the calf, _ the young 
C fatling together, and a youn ** 


© them. The: wilderneſs — e ſalitary —.5 


* ſhall be glad for ee che deſart {hall Tejojces 
and blo 

At the verge * this wood, which extends to the 
river I have mentioned, without: perceiving. 
were var a 2 building, fo well is the ou de er | 
it concealed 
beautiful 3 —— of foſſils, ſpars, coral, and 
ſuch ſhells, as ue, at once both fine and ruſtic; all 
of the glaring tawdry | kind are excluded, and by. 
the 95 a ſimplicity preſerved, one would. 
Imagine it the habitation, of ſome devout anchoret, 
Ivy and moſs in ſome places cover, while they 


ſeem to unite, the ſeveral materials of the yarie-- | 
gated walls, The riyulet which runs through. the 


wood, falls down one fide of the grotto with great 
rapidity, broken into various ſtreams by the ſpar 
and coral, and paſſing through, forms a fine cafſ-. 
cade juſt at the foot of the grotto, from whence. 


it flows into the river. Great care is taken to pre- 


vent the * from growing damp, ſo t wwe ne 
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trees, we found ourſelves in a moſt 
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have paſſed my 
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ſome. time in it with fafety, ad miring the ſmooth 
ſurface of the river, to which it lies very open. 
As the ladies had ſome daily buſineſs on their 
hands which they never neglect, we were obliged 
to leave this Jovel ly ſcene, where J think I could 
e with pleaſure, and to return 
—4 the — * : though by a different way from 
that we came, traverſing the other fide of the wood. 
In one ſpot where we went near the verge, I ob- 
ſerved a pale, which, upon examination, bf found 
was continued for ſome acres, though it was re- 
markable only 'in one place.” It is painted green, 
and on the infide a hedge of ews, laurel, and 
other thick evergreens, riſes to about ſeven or eight 
feet high. I could not forbear aſking what was . 
this. ſo carefully enclofed ? The ladies ſmiled on 
each other, but evaded anfwering my queſtion, 
which only encreaſed my curioſity. Lamont, not leſs 
curious, and more importunate, obſerved, that 
the inclofure bore ſome reſemblance to one of 
Lord Lamore's, where he kept lions, tygers, 
leopards, and ſuch foreign animals, and he would 
be hanged, if the ladies had not made ſome ſuch 
collection, intreating that he might be admitted 
to ſee them; for nothing gave him greater enter- 
tainment than to behold thoſe beautiful wild 
tanz brought out of their native woods, where 
had reigned as kings, and here tamed and 
fubjected by the ſuperior art of man. It was a 
triumph of human reaſon, which” could not fail 
to afford great pleaſure.” 
Not to us, I aſſure you, Sir, replied Mrs. 
Mancel. When reaſon appears only in the exer- 
tion of cruelty and tyrannical oppreſſion, it is 
ſurely not a gift to be boaſted of. When a man 
forces the far urious ſteed to endure the. bit, or 


breaks oxen to the yoke, the great benefits he re- 
ceives 
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MILLENTUM HAUL) 3 
ceives from, and communicates to the animals, 
-excuſes the forcible” methods by which it is ace- 
compliſhed. But to ſee a man, from a'vain'defire * 
to have in his poſſeflion the native of another 
climate and another country, reduce a fine and 
noble creature to miſery, and confine him within 
narrow incloſures whoſe ' happineſs conſiſted in 
unbounded liberty, ſhocks my nature. There 
is, I confeſs, ' ſomething ſo amiable! in gentleneſs, 
© that I' could be pleaſed with ſeeing a tyger careſs 
« its keeper, if the cruel means by which the 
< fierceſt' of beaſts is taught all the ſerviliey'of 4 
< fawning ſpaniel, did not recur every inſtant to 
my mind; and it is not much leſs abhorrent to 
< my nature, to ſee-a venerable lion jumping over 
a ſtick, than it would be to behold -an hoary phi- 
© loſopher forced by ſome cruel tyrant to ſpend his 
days in whipping a top, or playing with a rattle: 
Every thing to me loſes its charms when it is put 
© out of that ſtation wherein nature, or to ſpeak 
© more properly, the all-wiſe Creator has placed it. 
I imagine man has a right to uſe the animal race 
for his own preſervation, perhaps for his conveni- 
ence, but certainly not to treat them with wanton 
cruelty; and as it is not in his power to give them 
any thing ſo valuable as their liberty, it is, in 
my opinion, criminal to enſlave them, in order 
to procure: ourſelves a vain, amuſement, if we 
have ſo little feeling as to find any while others 
ſuffer,” > nes} 10. Copy Free 
I believe, Madam, replied Lamont, it is moſt 
adviſeable for me not to attempt to defend what 
I have faid ; ſhould I have reaſon on my fide, 
while you have humanity on yours, I ſhould make 
but a bad figure in the argument. What advan- 
tage could 1 expect from applying to the under- 
ſtanding, while your amiable diſpoſition would 
3 s captivate 
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© captivate, even reaſon, itſelf? but ll L am. per. 


' ©. zled 3; what we behold is certainly an incloſure; 


© 
- 


how can that be without: a confinement to thoſe 


einn 
After having ſpoken ſo much againſt tyranny, 


> 
* faid;Mrs. Mancel, ſmiling, I do net know whe- 
* ther I ſhould be excuſable, if I left you to be ty- 
* rannized by eurioſity, which I: believe can inflit 
6 very ſevere pains, at leaſt, if I may be allowed to 


judge by the means people often take to ſatisfy it. 
«1 will — 


re gratify you with the knowledge of 


What is within this incloſure, which makes ſo ex- 


5 traordinary an impreſſion upon you. It is, then, 
an aſylum for thoſe poor creatures who are ren- 


dered miſerable from ſome natural deficiency or 


*, redundaney. Here they find refuge from the ty2 
s ranny of. thoſe wretches, who ſeem to think that 


being two.or three feet _ taller gives them a right 


to make them a property, and expoſe their un- 
* happy forms to the contemptuous curioſity of the 
< unthinking multitude, Procruſtes has been brand- 
ed through all ages with the name of tyrant ; 
< and principally, as it appears, from fitting the 
body of every ſtranger to a bed which he kept as 
the neceſlary ſtandard, cutting off the legs of 
< thoſe whoſe height exceeded: the length of it, 
« and ſtretching on the rack ſuch as fell ſhort of 
© that meaſure, till they attained the requiſite pro- 
portion. But is not almoft every man a Pro- 
© cruſtes? we have not the power of ſhewing our 
© cruelty exactly in the ſame method, but actuated 
< by the like ſpirit, we abridge of their liberty, 
© and torment by ſcorn, all who either fall ſhort, 
©. or exceed the uſual ſtandard, if they happen to 
© have the additional misfortune of poverty. Per- 
< haps we are in no part more fuſceptible than in our 


© vanity, how much then muſt thoſe poor wretehes 
5 « ſuffer, 
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©: ſuffer; Whoſe deformity would lead chem to wih 
tobe "cluded: from human view, in bein en 
< poſed te the public; "whole obſervations are no 
better than expreffions of fern [and cine mf 
< prized to find that any thing leſs than themſelves 
< can ſpeak, or ar like intelligent 8 | 
But this is only part of what they have to en 
dure. As if their deficiency” in height deprived 
© them of the natural right to air and Tanſhineg 
they are ept confined i in ſmall rooms, and deeaufe 
they Hill defs pes Gn echten, are ſtuffed inte 
7 2 rele,” that they are ſqueezed as oſe as # 
Er glotes in a walnut: hell. 73. 10 8.0 
This miſerable treatment of perfons, to WhO 
* -vomp zaffion ſhould ſecure more łhan common in- 
«.dulgente, Metertnined us to purchaſe theſe worſt 
< ſort of flaves; and in this place we haye five wh 
© owed*theiri wretehednefs to being only three foot 
6. Thigh, one n toothleſs bim of ſixteen 
ears of 4 ge, a woman of about® ſeven foot in 
© .height,” 4 man who- would” be ftitÞ taller, if 
< the extreme weakneſs of his body, and the 
<. wretched life he for ſome time led in the hands 
of one of theſe monſter-mongers, did not make 
him bend almoſt double, and oblige him to walk 
2 crutches; with Which infirmities he is well 
< "pleaſed, as WTO par nearer the common 
6. ſtandard .. 5 : 13 3371311110 BT 2 
= We were very! eee of feetnk this ienfran= 
| chiſed company; but Mrs. Morgan told us it was 
= what: they Geldomn: granted, for feat of - inflicting 
| ſome of the pains from which they had endeavour= 
ed to reſcue thoſe poor creatures, but ſhe Would 
ſtep in, and aſk if they had no objection to out ad- 
| miſſion, and if that appeared way! the caſe, ſhe 
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into Sight parts, four 


great delight by theſe once unfortunate, but now 


ad. Thie tenderneſs to perſons who - 


of the human mind, when ſo nobly exalted by vir- 


A.D'ESCR 171 ON. or 


ſuch high obligations, charmed me, She ed on re- 
turned with the permiſion we-wiſhed, but intreated 
us to pay all our attention to the houſe and garden, 


and to take no more than a civil notice of its in- 


habitants. We promiſed obedience, 
her. Her advice was almoſt unne 
place could not have failed of ing — 
— obſbryation. It Was a quadrangle of about 
acres, and che 2 part was divided by nets 
of, Which alternately were 
Rlled with poultr of all ſorts, which were fed here 
for the uſe of the e and kept with the moſt exact 
cleanlineſs. The other four parts were filled with 
ſhrubs and flowers, which were cultivated with 


. N 


Bappy beings. A little ſtream ran acroſs the qua- 
drangle, winch ſerved for drink to the poultry, . 
facilitated the watering of the flowers. I have al- 
ready ſaid, that at the inward edge of the pale Was 
2: row of eyer-greens; at their feet were beds: of 
flowers, and a little gravel walk went round the 
whole. At each corner was an arbour made with 
woodbines and jeſſamine, in one or two of which 
there was always an agreeable ſhade .. 
At one ſide of the quadrangle was a very neat 
habitation, into which. a dwatt invited us to we 
to reſt ourſelves after our walk; they were all paſſin 
backwards and-forwards, and thus gave us a fu full 
view of them, which would have . a ſhocking 
ſight, but for the reflexions we could not avoi 
making on their happy condition, and the very ex- 
traordinary humanity of the ladies to whom they 
owed it; ſo that inſtead of feeling the pain one 
might naturally receiye from ſeeing the human 
form ſo diſgraced, we were filled with admiration 


due 
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M1 LLEN UM HALL. oF 
tue, as it is in the patroneſſes of theſe poor crea- 
tures, who wore an air of chearfulneſs, which 
ſhewed they thought the churliſhneſs wherewitk 
they had been treated by nature ſufficiently com- 
penſated. The tender inquiries the ladies made 
after their healths, and the kind notice t took 
of each of them, could not be exceeded by any 
thing but the affection, I might almoſt 4 adora- 
tion, with which theſe people beheld their benefae· 
treſſes. 

This ſcouts had made too deep an imprelion” Has 
our minds, not to be the ſubje& of our r Aileen all 
the way home; and in the courſe of converſation, 
J learnt, that when theſe people were ' firſt reſcued 
out of their miſery, their healths were much im- 
paired, and their tempers more ſo: to reſtore the 
firſt, all medicinal care was taken, and air and 
exercils aſſiſted greatly in their recovery; but to 
cure the malady of the mind, and conquer that in- 
ternal ſource of unhappineſs, was a work of lon 
time. Even theſe poor wretches had their vani 
and would contend for ſuperior merit, of -which 
the. argument was, the mo N their keepers had 
gained in exhibiting them. Jo put an end to this 
contention, the ladies made them underſtand, that 
what they thought a ſubject for boaſting, was only 
a proof of their being ſo much farther from the 
uſual ſtandard of the human form, and therefore a. 
more extraordinary ſpectacle. But it was long be- 
fore one of them ook be perſuaded to lay ade 
her pretenſions to ſuperiority, which ſhe claimed 
on account of an extraordinary honour ſhe had re- 
ceived from a great princeſs, who had made her a 
preſent of a ſedan chair. 

At length, however, much reaſoning aa 
ſuaſion, a conviction of principles, of which they 
had before no — the happincſs of their 


1 ſituation, 


. 
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at. A; DESCRIPTION! OF 
ſituation, and the improvement of their healthe, 
goncurred to ſweeten their tempers, and they now 
live in great harmony. They are entirely miſtreſſes 
of their houſe, tate two -maids to wait on them, 
over whom they haye ſole command, and a perſon, 
to do ſuch little things in their- garden as they can- 
not themſelyes perform; but the cultivation of it is 
one of their great pleaſures ; and by their extraor- 
dinary care, they have the ſatisfaction of preſenting 
the fineſt flowers of the ſpring to their benefactreſſes, 
before they are blown in any other place. 
When they firſt came, the ladies told us, that, 
the horror 5 had conceived of being exhibited as 
public ſpectacles, had fixed in them ſuch a fear of 
. ſcen by any ſtranger, that the ſound of a 


voice, with which they were not acquainted at the 


outſide of the pailing, or the trampling of feet, 
would ſet them all a running behind the buſhes. to 
hide themſelves, like ſo many timorous partridges i in 
a mew, hurrying behind ſheayes of corn for hel- 
ter; they even found a convenience in their ſize, 
Which, though it rendered them unwilling to be 
ſeen, enabled them ſo eaſily to find places tor con- 
cealment. 

By degrees the ladies brou ght them to conſent to 
ſee their head-ſervants, and 7 of the beſt people 
in the pariſh ; deſiring, that to render j it more agree 
able to their viſitors, they would entertain them 
with fruit and wine; adviſing them to aſſiſt their 
neighbours in plain work; thus to endear them- 
ſelves to them, and procure more frequent viſits, 
which as they choſe to confine themſelves within, 
ſo narrow a compaſs, and enjoyed but precarious, 
health, their benefactreſſes thought a neceſſary 
amuſement. Theſe recommendations, and the 
incidents wherewith their former lives had furniſh- 


ed them to amuſe their company, and which they 
now 


». 


MILLENIUM HALL 5 
now could relate with pleaſure, from the happy 
ſenſe that all mortifications were paſt, rendered 
their converſatio mueh courted among that rank 
of people; , ee 9D en en 
It occurred to me, that thefr 'diflike to being 

ſeen by numbers, muſk prevent their attendance on 
public worſhip, but my coufin informed me, that. 
this conſequence was thus avoided.  *Fhere was in 
the church an old gallery, which from diſuſe Was 
grown out of repair; this the ladies cauſed to be 
mended, and the front of it ſo heightened, that my 
little folks when in it could not be ſeen; the tall 
ones contrived by ſtooping, when they were there, 
not to appear of any extraordinary height: they | 
were conveyed to church in the ladies coach); and 
ſet down cloſe to covered ftairs, which led up to the 
t 22x his ſubject employed our converſation, till we 
approached the hall; the ladies then, after mſiſting 
that we ſhould not think of going from thence that 
day, all left us, except Mrs. Maynard; It may 
ſeem ſtrange that I was not forry for their departure; 
but, in truth, I was fo filled with aſtoniſhment at 
characters ſo new, and ſo curious to *knovw * 
what ſteps women thus qualified both by nature 
and fortune to have the world almoſt at command, 
were brought thus to ſeclude themſelves from it, 
and make as it were a new one for themſelves, 
conſtituted on ſuch very different principles from 
that I had hitherto lived in, that I longed to be 
alone with my couſin, in hopes I might from her 
receive ſome account of this wonder. I ſoon made 
my curiofity known, and beſeeched her to grati- 
it. | 
I fee no good reaſon, ſaid ſhe, why I ſhould 
not comply with your requeſt, as my friends are 
above wiſhing to conceal any part of their lives, 
l C 3 though 
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and have too much innocence to fear any very 
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though themſelves are never the ſubjec̃t of their 
* own converſation. If they have had any follies 


Ki 3 to not defire to hide them; they | have not 
e 


* pride enough to be hurt with candid criticiſms, 


*® ſevere cenſures. But as we did not all reach 
bd this paradiſe at the ſame time, I ſhall begin with 
© the firſt inhabitants of, and indeed the founders 
* of this ſociety, Mrs. Mancel and Mrs. Morgan, 
Vvho from their childhood have been ſo connected, 


© that I could not, if I would, diſunite them in my 


© relation; and it would be almoſt a ſin to endea- 
5 vour to leparate them even in idea.“ 


We ſat down in an arbour, whoſe ſhade aviged 


us to ſeek there a defence againſt the ſun, which 
was then in its meridian, and ſhone with uncom- 
mon heat; the woodbines, the roſes, the jeſſa- 
mine, the pinks, and above all, the minionette 
with which it was þ atom 67 \j2 made the air one 
| 8 perfume ; every breeze came loaded with 
fragrance, ſtealing and giving odour.” A rivulet 
ran e by the ſide of the arbour, whoſe gentle 
murmurs ſoothed the mind into compoſure, and 
ſeemed to huſh us to attention, when Mrs. May 
nard thus began, to ſhew ber en to hr. 
with my . 
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eetieno r GOUT nt SNE 
F © U. may perhaps think I am preſuming on 
your patience, when I lead 'you, into a 
_ © © nurſery, or a boarding-ſchool ; but the life 
of Louiſa Mancel, was ſo early chequered with - 
that various fate, which gives this world the motley 
appearance of joy and ſorrow, pain and pleaſure, 
that it is not in my power to paſs over the events 
of her infancy. I ſhall, however, ſpare. you all 
that is poſſible, and recommend her to your notice 
only when ſhe attracted the obſervation of Mr. 
Hintman. This gentleman hearing that a perſon 
who rented ſome land of him was come to London, 
and lodged. at one of thoſe; public houſes which by 
the landlord is called an inn; at the outſkirts. of 
London, on the Su gars and having ſome * 
ack 1 4 ſion 
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fion to ſpeak to him, he went thither. The beo 
ple of the houſe called the man Mr. Hintman- en- - 
quired for, who immediately came down ſtairs, 13 
wiping tears from his eyes; the continuance of ² 
which he could hardly reſtrain. Mr. Hintman aſk- - 
ming the reaſon of thoſe appearances of ſorrow, 

[8 | | he good-natured old man told him, his viſit- 


| 
wn |! called him from à ſcene: whichthad ſhocked Hit 
| Il | _ exceflively. © The firſt day I came here, ſaid he, 
| Hy I was induced by the frequent groans which ſued 
15 from the next chamber, to enquire who lodged 
4 * there; I learnt, it was a gentle woman, who ar- 
| 1 © rivet th . "hefote; ang was immediabe taken- 
1 «* ſ& i they apprehended her life in danger; 
| 11 and, Nr two hours ago, the maid of the houſe 
þ 1 © ran into my room, begging me to come to her 
1 | * affiſtance, for the re in ſuch ſtrong 
1 14 fit, ſhe, was mot ab d her; I ob 9 — 
1 0 1 « furnmons, ant four the oor woman iii n- 
deeed; but what appeared to me the laſt notion 
: Mis ©-of-rfife; which near exhauſted, laviſhes away its 
mall remains in ſtro convulfions. 
| at NO „Byher bed. ſide flood the moſt beautiful chi I 
| ny $. ever beheld, in appearance about ten Fears of 
| | BE - '6: age, crying as if its little heart would break; not 
mne of an infant, Tut wich the Kelter 
| © grief of a perſon mature both in years und afffictr- 
den. 1 afted her ff the poor dying woman” was 
der mother} the told me, nd, — ſhé was oflyher 
1 aunt; but to her the ſame as a mother; and ſhe 
| kt | did not know any one elſe that would take etre 
1105 4 of her. 
Alͤcter a time the poor woman's Wenpulgene iel 


; | _ © her;—ſhe juſt recovered ſenſe enouglr to embrace 
3 '©the lovely girl, and cried Gut, Oh my dear child, 
what will become of you 1"a'frieridlels; helpleſs in- 


|< fant/and ſeeing me at her bed. ide, me life up 
8 ne > her 
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her hands in a ſuppliant poſture ; and with eyes 


vulſion, and expired. | 
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that petitioned in ſtronger terms than words co 


expreſs, -Oh ! Sir, ſaid ſhe, though you are a ſtran- 


ger to me, yet I ſee you are not ſo to humanity ; 
—take pity on this forlorn child ;—her amiable diſ- 


poſition will repay you in this world and the 


great Father of us all will reward you in the next, 
for your compaſſion on a wretched, friendleſs 
girl but why do I call her friendleſs? — her 
innocence has the beſt of friends in heaven; — the 
Almighty is a parent ſhe is not left to ſeek for; 
he is never abſent ;—Oh ! bleſſed Lord !—cried 
ſhe, with a degree of extacy and confidence, 
which moſt ſenſibly affected us all, —to thy care I 


reſign her ;—thy tender mercies are over all thy 


works, —and thou, who careſt for the ſmalleſt part 
of thy creation, will not deny her thy protection. 
Oh! Lord defend her innocence [let her obtain 
a place in thy kingdom after death ; and,—for all 
the reſt I ſubmit to thy providence ; nor pre- 
ſumptuouſly pretend to dictate to ſupreme wiſdom. 
Thou art a gracious father and the afflictions 
thou ſendeſt are Here her voice failed her; 
but, by her geſtures, we could perceive the con- 
tinued praying; and, having before taken the 
child in her arms z—the little angel continued 
there for fear of diſturbing her.— By looks ſome- 
times turned towards the poor infant, and ſome- 
times with her hand on her own heart, and then 
her eyes lifted up as it were to heaven, we ſaw 
ſhe mixed prayers for the little mourner, with 
interceſſions for herſelf, till ſenſe and motion 
ſeemed to fail her; ſhe then fell into a con- 


8 * 


6 The little girl perceived 'the was: dend and 


became, ' almoſt as ſenſeleſs as the lump of 
clay which had ſo lately been her only friend, 
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We bad but juſt taken her from the body 


* fir, when you came; and this was the oo- 
* cafion of the emotions you obſerved in me. 

The cauſe was indeed ſufficient, replied Mr. 
Hintman, but I am glad your ſorrow proceeded 
* from nothing more immediately, concerning your- 
* ſelf: — Miſery will ſtrike its arrows into a humane 


heart; but the wounds it makes are not fo laſting, - ³ 


as thoſe which are impreſſed by paſſions more re- 
ative to ourſel yves. Oh fir,-faid the old man 
E you cannot form an adequate idea of the effi 

* this ſcene muſt have on every ſpectator, except 
* you had feen the child! wurf nature never 
formed fo lovely a little creature] He continued 
is praiſes of Louiſa, tilt he excited Mr. Hintman's 


_curiofity ; who expreſſing a deſire of ſeeing this mi- 


racle, was carried up into the good man's room, 
to which they had removed her. She, who had 
cried moſt bitterly before the fatal ſtroke arrived, 
was now ſo oppreſſed, as not to be able to ſhed a 
tear. They had put her on the bed, where ſhe lay 
Hghing with a heart ready to break; her eyes were 
fixed on one point, and ſhe neither ſaw nor heard: 
any thing chat paſſed. 5 908 — 
Though her countenance expreſſed unutterable 
wor, yet ſhe looked ſo extremely beautiful, that 
Mr. "* nat highly as his expectation had been 
raifed, was ſtruck with ſurprize. He allowed he 
never ſaw any thing ſo. lovely; and the charms of 


which her melancholy might deprive her, were more. 


than -compenſated in his imagination by ſo ftrong, 
a proof of extreme ſenſibility, at an age when few 
children perceive half the dreadful conſequences of 
ſuch a misfortune. - | .- 8 

He adviſed that ſhe ſhould be blooded, to prevent 
any ill effects from ſo ſevere a ſhock ; for as ſhe 
felt it as ſtrongly as one of a more mature age, 

| [ny 


» 
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was obeyed; and it gave her ſuch relief that ſlie 
burſt into a flood of tears; a change which ap- 
peared ſo falutary, that Mr. Hintman would not 
immediately interrupt her. But His curioſity did 
not ſuffer him long to forbear aſking Her name, 
and many other particulars; ſeveral of which ſhe 
could not anfwer z—all the account ſhe Was able 
to give of herſelf was, that © her + name was 
Mancel ; that the perſon for hem ſhe grieved 
was her aunt; but had been intruſted with the 
„ fole care of her from her earlieſt remembrance. 
+ Fhis aunt, ſhe ſaid, had often told her the had 
a father and mother living; but when ſhe' en- 
© enquired why ſhe never ſaw or heard from 
< them ; ſhe could get no ſatisfactory anſwer, but 
© was put off with being told they were not in 
England; — and that ſhe ſhould" Know when ſhe 
ic grew older. I 1. n E * 2 : 
This perſon had bred hey up with the utmoſt 
'« tenderneſs, and employed the moſt aſſiduous care 
© in her education 3 which was the principal ob- | 
ect of her attention. They lived in a neat +» 
'<. cottage in the moſt- retired part of Surry, till 
© her aunt, after having been fome time in z 
© bad ftate of health, fell inte à gallopin 
© conſumption. ' As ſoon as ſhe apprehen 
the danger with which her life was threatened, 
< ſhe prepared every thing for her removal to Lon- 
don; but as ſhe did not expect ever to return, 
c chis took more time than the quickneſs of her 
decay could well allow. The hafty approach of 
her diſſolution affected her extremely on the ac- 
count of her little niece, and ſhe often expreſſed 
; her concern in terms intelligible to her who was 
the occaſion of it, who gathered from the ex- 
preſſions Which fell from her aunt, that, the 
0 . C 6 © motive 
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of Mis MancePs relations; tg whom - ſhe 
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| \* enquiries after; the een of whom ſhe came in 


Hintman — as much touched as the good old 


odus part of this affair. 


 Hickneſs; and to reward thoſe who had attended 


child; —he ſaid, © it was a legacy left him by one 


wy _ 4 this reſo] tion the Ae the onl ſervant A 
« the kept, delivered up her--houſe to her landlord, $ 


36 4. Dan-Hizn om r 
motive for che jqutney was to find bee 


might deliver her before death had (put a pe- 

ripd to her om life zand where ſhe might 

os de wt the return of her parents. into 
n 1 J ; 


© and, after-having ſettled all her pecuniary affairs, | 
© ſhe ſet out on her journey with her little charge; 
but grew ſo ill on the road, that ſhe, defired to 
's. be ſet down at the , firſt inn; and her illneſs 4 
-< encreaſed ſo faſt ſhe had no thought of remov- 

ing; nor was ſhe able to make any very exact 


s ſearch.” : ION! Nn 
This account was interrupted with many tears, 
5 ſeryed to; render it ,more affecting, and Mr. 


ho was the occaſion of his having heard 
it, —agreed with him, that it would be proper to 
examine into the effects of which the deceaſed was 
then poſſeſſed; and to ſee if they could find any 
eZ which would i in a degree clear up the en 


This was accordingly performed ; but as to the 
latter intention without any ſucceſg; for after all 
the examination they could make, they nmel 
as much in the dark as ever.. 

They found in her trunk rather more money 
than was requiſite to bury her in a manner. be- 
coming her rank; to defray the expences of her 


her. 
The old man expreſſed a willingneſs to take the 


© who had conceived ſome confidence in his hu- 
J — 


4 


Miſe Mancsr and Mrs. Moxcan. 37 
“ manity, and he could not in conſcience diſap- 
point an opinion which did him honour; though, 
having children of his own, he did not pretend to 
breed her up in the 8 manner to which ſhe - 
« ſeemed by birth entitled,” ' . 
Mr. Hintman replied, that © he ſhould have great 
< reaſon to reproach ' himſelf, if, with the ample 
© fortune: he enjoyed, and having no children, or 
family to partake of it, he ſhould fuffer another 
to take that charge, to whom it could not be ſo 
convenient; he therefore would immediately re- 
© ceive her as his child; and ſee her educated in all 
accompliſhments proper for a young perſon of 
< faſhion and fortune; as he ſhould be able to ſup- , 
© ply all deficiency, if requiſite, in the latter par- | 
= ticular ? “ 1H rain ea! 8441 ONT: LM. 
The old man was very glad to have the child 
better eſtabliſned than with, him; though he had 
for ſome hours looked vrith ſo much ure on 
her as his adopted daughter, that no conſidera- 
tion, but the proſpect of her greater advantage, 
coulg have | reconciled him to parting with 
er. i | $7 $34 yy } N 
In purſuance of the reſolution Mr. Hintman 
had taken, he carried Miſs: Mancel to a French 
boarding-ſchool, which he had heard commend- 
ed; very prudently judging, that his: houſe: was 
not à proper place for n having there 
no one fit to take care of a young perſon. 
Louiſa was ſo oppreſſed by the forlornnefs of 
her ſituation, that ſhe” felt none of that reluct- 
=_ ance to going amongſt ftrangers, fo uſual with 
children of her age. All the world was e ually 
unknown to her, therefore ſhe was indifferent 
where ſhe was carried, only ſhe rather wiſhed 
not to have been taken from the good old man, 
Whoſe venerable aſpect, and compaſſionate | beha> 
yours 
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a WF well; and gave ſtrict charge that her mind 
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viour, had in ſome de attached her to him; 
but ſhe. felt the generoſity of Mr. Hintman's 
declared intentions; and, young as ſhe was, had 
too much delicacy to appear ungrateful, by ſhew - 
ing an unwillingneſs to accompany him. Ma- 
demoiſelle d' Avaux, the miſtreſs of the ſchool, 
_ was. pleaſed with the nce of her young 
ſcholar, whoſe tears had ed for ſoms time ; 
and her face bore no disfiguring ſigns of ſor- 
dejection which. „ it, giv- 
ing charms. rer to code of which ir "robbed 


it. 

Mr. Sinton defired Mademoiſelle GAvaix 

.to take the wonble of providing Miſs Mancel 

with all things requiſite, and to put her in pro- 

HE mourning ; thoſe minute feminine details be- 
things of which he was too ignorant to acquit 


ſhould be cultivated with the greateſt care, and no 
accompliſhment omitted which ſhe was eee of 
acquiring. 

What contributed much a ing this 
with of Mr. Hintman's, was Mademoiflle 'Avaux's 
houſe being ſo full, that there was no room for 
Louiſa, but a ſhare of the apartment which Miſs 
Melvyn had hitherto enjoyed alone, and of which 
the could not willingly have admitted any one to 


partake but the lovely child who was preſented to . 


her for that purpoſe. Her beautiful form prejudiced 
every one in her favour ; but the diſtreſs and forrow 
which were impreſſed on her countenance, at an 
age generally too volatile and thoughtleſs to be 
deeply affected, could not fail of exciting a tender 
ſenſibility in the heart of a perſon of * r * 
diſpoſition. 

This young lady was of a very pebuliar turn 
of Mind. She had been the darling * 
ay i 


CT 
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Miſs MaxcEr and Mrs. Mont av. 39 
Sir Charles and Lady Melvyn, whoſe attachment 
to her had appeared equal; but, in the former, it 
was rather the reſult of habit, and compliance with 
Lady Melvyn's behaviour, than a deep-rooted affec- 
tion, of which his heart was not very ſuſceptible z 
while Lady Melvyn's aroſe. from that entire fond- 
neſs which maternal love, and the moſt diſtinguiſh- 
| ing reaſon could excite in the warmeſt and tendereſt 
of he... Gs 
Sir Charles was an eaſy-tempered, weak man, 
= who gave no proof of good ſenſe, but the ſecret 
deference he paid to his wife's judgment, whoſe 
very ſuperior underſtanding was on nothing ſo afh- 
duouſly employed, as in giving conſequenee to the 
man with whom ſhe was united by the deſire of her 
parents, contrary to her own inclination. Their 
authority had been neceſſary to reduce her to com- 
pliance, not from any particular diſlike to Sir 
Charles, who had deſervedly the reputation of ſo- 
briety, and great good nature, and whoſe perſon 
was remarkably fine; but Lady Melvyn perceived 
the weakneſs of his underſtanding, and ignorant 
of the ſtrength of her own, was unwilling to en- 
ter into life without a guide, whoſe judgment was 
equal to the deſire he might naturally be ſuppoſed 
0 have to direct her right, through all the various 
= - paths in which ſhe might be obliged to walk; an 
— aſliſtance ſhe had always expected from an huſband ; 
and thought even a neceflary part of that cha- 
racter. She was beſides ſenſible of the difficulty 
of performing a promiſe ſo ſolemnly made, as that 
of honour and obedience to one who, though ſhe 
knew not half her own excellence, ſhe muſt be 
ſenſible was her inferior. | 
_ Thc reaſons had deterred Lady Melvyn from 
_ marrying Sir Charles, but when ſhe could no lon- 
= 2g<r avoid it without violating her duty to her pa- 
| | rents, 


Wd. ar ren or 


"cies in her huſband's anbei 
ſpectful deference to his opinions, thus conferring 
diltinction on him, whom the wiſhed every one to 
eſteem and honour ; for as there was no affecta- 
tion in this part of her conduct, any more than in 
the reſt of her behaviour, all were convinced, that 
the man who was reſpected by a woman of an un- 


the great of the other, muſt Have conſidera- 
ble merit, though they could not perceive wherein 
it conſiſted. hd 
In company Lady Melvyn always endeavoured 
"to turn the converfation on ſuch ſubjects as ſhe 
knew were beſt ſuited to Sir Charles's capacity, 
more defirous that he ſhould appear to adyantage, 
than to diſplay her own talents. She contrived to 
make all her actions appear the reſult of his choice, 
and whatever he did by her inſtigation, ſeemed 
even to himſelf to have been his own thought. 
As their way of life was in every circumſtance 
conſonant to reaſon, religion, and every virtue 
which could render them uſeful and reſpectable to 
others, Sir Charles acquired a character in "the neigh- 
bourhood, which Lady Melvyn thought a ſufficient 
reward for the nde sv oue ſhe uſed to ſecure it to 
him ;—and, for that purpoſe, fixed her abode en- 
 tirely in the country, where his conduct mi 
ive him the reſpect, which would not be fo 5 
obtained in a gayer ſcene, where ee are in higher 
eſtimation than virtue. 
Sir Charles and Lady Melvyn had no other child 
than the daughter I have mentioned, whoſe educa- 
tion was the object of her mother's greateſt care; 
and ſhe had the pleaſure of ſeeing in her an uncom- 
- mon capacity, with every virtue the fondeſt pay 


+ 3 


rents, lis relied to ſupply the apparent thats 
by a moſt re- 


derſtanding ſo ſuperior to moſt of her own ſex, and 
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Miss ManceL and Mrs. Mondacx. an 
W could wiſh; and which indeed ſhe had by inherit- 
ance; but her mother's humility made them appear 
do her, as a peculiar gift of providence to her 
daughter. et een 34 ner one 
Lady Melvyn ſoon began to inſtil all the prin- 
= ciples of true religion into her daughter's infant 
mind; and, by her judicious inſtructions, gave 
her knowledge far ſuperior to her years; which 
became indeed the moſt delightful taſk to this fond 
parent; for her daughter's uncommon docility and 
== quick - parts, continually ſtimulated. by her ten- 
derneſs for the beſt of mother's, made her 
9 im prave even beyond Lady 2. Melvyn's 5 expecta- 
tion (00,3 Mt 9599-23-40 A 
In this, happy ſituation Miſs [Melvyn conti- 
anued till near the end of her: fourteenth year, 
ven ſhe had the misfortune to loſe this excel- 
lent parent, nor was ſhe the only ſufferer by Lady 
Melvyn's, death; every poor perſon within her 
= knowledge loft a benefactreſs; —all who knew her, 
an excellent example ;—and, ſome, the beſt of 
friends; but her extraordinary merit was but im- 
eerfectly known till after her dec aſe; for ſhe had 
made Sir Charles appear ſo much the principal 
oerſon, and ſole director of all their affairs, that 
ill che change in his conduct proved how great 
er influence had been, ſhe only ſhared: the ap- 
robation, which, afterwards, became all her 


* 
* 1 a 


ot ſuſceptible either - of, ſtrong or laſting im- 
ereſions. He walked in the path Lady Melvyn 
ad traced out for him; and ſuffered his daughter 
g mimitate her mother in benevolent duties; ant 2 
_ ſhe 
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the hour of L. 
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who had deſig 


to 


ted at her years. 
Was 3 long 


1 0 


profited too much by the excellent * 
regulate her actions, 1 lj 
„eee beyond what would” have mM 


indulged in che onl 
her grief could receive, that of being 
permitted to aim at an imitation of her mother,— $ 
for Sir Charles had not been a widower quite a 
when he married a young 


him this honour from 


mn s death; and, to wooure 38 
for effecting het pu 
tended - a —— affectionate Compatiion for „ | 
elvyn's deep affliction; ſhe viſited her continuall 
and appeared fo tenderly attached to ber, that 
whom neither long expert 
nor any ſecret guile lurking in her own heart, i k ; 
Holt qthers of 8 of attempt 
made that return of affection which 
titude required; nor was ſhe at all aue when 
he found ſhe was ſoon to look on this lady 
light, than that in which ſhe had hitherto fea i 
her; it was: eafy for her to reſpect one whom the 
before loved; and ſhe had been tau 1. fo true a 8. 
neration for her father, that ſhe fe 
_ to obey whomſoever he e ae jo te ol 


had but very 


Melvy 


had 


ence of the world, 
* 3 deceive cher, 


in ano- 


little time to eee. 
tulate herſelf on having acquired for a mother, 4a 
friend in whoſe converſation ſhe hoped to 21 
great ſatisfaction, and to feel the tenderneſs of an 
intimate changed into the fondneſs of a parent. Þ 
She behaved to the new lady 
perfect reſpect and humble obedience, as if nature 
had placed her in that parental relation; eating, 
if ſhe gave way te the familiarity 
* between them when they were on an = BY 
| 117 


n with the ſame 
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3 Mis Manecsr and Mrs. MokGan. 4g 
| W Jity, it might appear like a failure in the reverence 
due to her new ſituattiom. © | i 8 ? 
But this behaviour, amiable as it was, could not 
make Lady Melvyn change the plan ſhe had formed 
por her future conduct. She had not been married 


0 — 


z2 
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above a month, before ſhe began to intimate to Sir 
= Charles, © that Miſs Melvyn's education had been 
very imperſect; — that a young lady of her rank 
WS © ought to be highly accompliſhed ; but that after 
= < ſhe had been ſo long indulged by her parents, 5f 
4 2 mother-in-law were to pretend to direct her; it 
might not only exaſperate Miſs Melvyn, but pre- 
zjjudice the world againſt herſelf ; as people are too 
apt to determine againſt perſons in that relation, 
without examining the merits of the cauſe; nd 

= © though, ſhe faid, ſhe was little concerned about 
the opinion of the world, in compariſon with her 
tender regard for any one that belonged to him ; 
yet ſhe was much influenced by the other reaſon 
* 2 alledged, for not 2 to dictate to 
Miſs Melvyn, being rous of keeping on 
affectionate terms a and ſhe was the 
| 1 much mortified, at perceivi 
had imbibed too many of the vulgar prejudices 
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her daughter, inſtead of pretending to aſſume any 
authority.“ The conſequence and conclufion of 
ill theſe inſinuations was, that it would be ad- 
viſeable to fend Miſs. Melvyn to a boarding- 
ſchool.C . | | 
Sir Charles was foon prevailed with to comply 
Vith his lady's requeſt ; and his daughter was ac- 
Auainted with the determination; which Lady Mel 
4, yn aſſured her, was very contrary to her inclina- 
tion, for ſhe ſhould find a great loſs of ſo: agreeable 
a friend, but that Sir Charles had declared his in- 
© tention 
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tention in ſo peremptory a manner, that ſh dara 
© not contend.” r 33: ial 


great alteration in Lad y Melvyn's be- 
*haviour;3butithis was à ſtroke ſhe did not os. 
and a very mortifying one te her, who had "Tom 


hid aſide all childiſh amuſements; had been taught i 

to employ herſelf as rationally as if ſne had arrived | 
at a maturer age, and been indulged in the exerciſe 1 1 
of a moſt benevolent diſpoſition, 


havin 

uch good proofs of the propriety with which the | 
employed both her time and money, that ſhe had 
been honed: from all reſtraints; and now to 
commence a new infancy, and be confined to the | 
ſociety of children, was 2 very 
but it came from a hand ſhe too much reſpected o 
make any reſiſtance, though ſnhe eaſily D it 


7 erg. _"_—_ mother's inſtigation ; and knew 15 1 
cher father too well, to believe he could be peremp-| 1 


tory on any occaſion. 
A very 


dee e Sifere-obterred-chae' tirhlage 9 


had made a 


given | ' 5 


ſhort time intervened be the de. I 
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afflicting change; 1 
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laration and execution of this deſign, and Mits | A 2 


Melvyn was introduced to Mademoiſelle d'Avauk | 


by her kind mother-in-law, who, with ſome tears, 


and many aſſurances of regret, left her there. Mits 2 


Melvyn had been at this ſchool three months when 
-Louita Manſel was brought thither, and though J 


ſeparation from a father ſhe fincerely loved, and the 


fear of the arts Lady Melyvn might-ufe to alienate | 
his affections from Lind Alder having thus 2 


her from his preſence, greatly affected her fairies, 1 | 
and ſhe found no companions fit to amuſe her ra- 


tional mind, yet ſhe endeavoured to ſupport her | 
mortifications with all the chearfulneſs ſhe could 
aſſume; and received ſome ſatisfaction from the 
converſation: of Mademoiſelle d' Avaux, a dae 
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Miſs- Maxell and Mrs. MoxcA gx. A. 
os tolerable underſtanding, and who was much? 
pbleaſed with. Miſs Melvin's behaviour... 
Miſs Mancel's dejected air prejudiced Miſs Mel 
n much in her fayour; the uſual conſequence of 
ſimilitude of mind or manners; and when, by a 
Further knowledge of her, ſhe perceived her un- 
ommon flfare of underſtanding; her deſire to 
earn; the ſtrength of her application; the quick - 
ee of her apprehenſion; and her great ſweetneſs 
f temper, ſhe grew extremely fond of ber; and 


Miss Mancel's melancholy rendered her little in- 
ined to play with thoſe of her own age, ſhe was 
WE moſt always with Miſs Melvyn, who found great 
eeaſure in endeavouring to inſtruct her, and grew 
feel for her the tenderneſs of a mother, While 
lis Mancel began to receive conſolation from ex- 
erriencing an affection quite maternl. 
t the beginning of the winter, Lady Melvyn, 
bo had leſs ambition to imitate the real merit of 
er predeceſſor, than to exhibit her own imaginary. 
erfections, brought Sir Charles to London, there 
fix their reſidence for the enſuing; half year: but: 


7 * 


is made little alteration in Miſs Melvyn's way 
life. Sir Charles and his lady would ſometimes. 
il upon her, the latter not. chuſing to truſt Sir 
barles alone with his daughter, leſt ſhe: ſhould: 
preſent to him, how unworthily ſhe was treat- 
but as he was not devoid of affection for her, 
vould occaſionally viſit hex privately; concealing 
from his lady, who endeavoured to prevent this; 
telling him, that fſchool-miſtreſſes were apt to 
lake amiſs a parent's viſiting bis children too of- 
ten, conſtruing it as a diſtruſt of their care; and 
cherefore, if he offended in that way, Mademoiſelle, 
_- Avaux's diſguſt might affect her behaviour to 
3 Miſs Melvyn, and render her reſidence there very 
iſagrecable, which Lady Melvyn's great tender 
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neſt made her ardently wiſh to avoid, as ſhe was 
© defirous every ching ſhould be agreeable to her; 
dear daughter; but Sir Charles could-not be en- 
tirely reſtrained, by theſe iind admonitions, from Wl 
2 himſelf ſometimes with the fight of Miſs 
ebv I. -- ; LISTS ODETTE EIT 10-3 FTTH OTH. 2 
: His lady had little reaſon to be afraid of theſe Wl 
interviews, for her daughter-in-law had too ſtrong 
a' ſenſe of filial obedience, and too delicate a regard: WY 
for her father's happineſs, to ſuffer the leaſt intima-' a 
tion of à fault in his wife to eſcape her lips, as a: ü 
d opinion of her was oe decke to his eaſe; ⁵⁶ 
but as ſhe ſoon found out theſe viſits were made by 
ſtealth, they gave her ou eafure, as a plain 
proof of his affection. Lady Melvyn thought her 
er's coming abroad would be as hurtful as her 
being viſited at home, and therefore very ſeldom 
ſent for her to her houſe ; and when ſhe did, took 
care to have her carried home before the time when 
ſhe expected company, on pretence of preſerving the 
regularity of hours, which ſhe knew would be agree- 
able to Mademoiſelle *Avaux. - RS 
The true reaſon of this great caution, was an 
unwillingneſs to be ſeen with one whoſe perſon,' il 
all her vanity could not prevent her from being ſen- WM 
ſible, was more attractive than her own, Miſs Mel- 
vyn was very pretty, had an engaging ſweetneſs in 
her countenance, and all the bloom which belongs 
to youth, though it does not always accompany 
4 Her perſon was elegant, and perfectly gen- 
tee 5 : ; ; 
Lady Melvyn was void of delicacy ; ſhe had a 
regular ſet of features, but they wanted to be ſoft- 
ened into effeminacy, before they could have any 
. juſt pretence to beauty. Her eyes were black, and 
not void of vivacity, but they neither expreſſed 
penetration nor gentleneſs. Her perſon was well 
4 | proportipned, 
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lively coquetry; but her entire want of grace and 


Ly Miſs, Manczr and-Mrs. Mogan. #2. 
W proportioned, but ſhe: was formed on too large a 
WW calc, and deſtitute of graces She was not ill. 


hed, but had none of chat ſoftneſs. of manners 


= which gives riſe to all the ſweet civilities of life. In, 
= ſhort, Lady Melvyn was one, who, by herſelf, and. 


many others, would be eſteemed a fine woman, and 
by many more, ranked only under the denomina- 
tion of a ſhewey woman; like Mr. Bayes's hero, 
ſhe was unamiable, but ſhe was great; ſhe excited, 
WE the admiration of ſome, but pleaſed none: 
4s ſoon as ſhe appeared in the world as Lady Mel- 
| the began to, exerciſe what ſhe thought only 
= delicacy, often made that appear like , boldneſs, 
== which ſhe deſigned for vivacity. As her ambition 
to charm was as great as if he had been better 
= qualificd for ſucceſs, it is not ſtrange, that ſhe did 
not chooſe to give opportunities of compariſen be- 
== tween herſelf and a daughter, who, though not ſo 


# ſtriking at firſt ſight, was filled with attractions. 


The contempt which her ladyſhip thought ſhe 
= muſt, in . her own 3 — for 
her huſband's, and the ſupercilious coldneſs with 
= which ſhe treated Miſs Melvyn, made that young 
lady very glad that ſhe. was ſo ſeldom ſent for to 
-1 her father's houſe,. But ſhe wiſhed to acquire ſuch. 


accompliſhments as, whilſt ſhe lived in the country, 


were out of her power, and therefore intimated to 
= Lady Melvyn her defire of being taught muſic and 
= drawing, with the better hope of ſucceſs, as the 
neceſſity of compleating her education had been 
made the excuſe for ſending her to a boarding-ſchool ;: 
but this requeſt was denied her on frivolous pre- 
tences, the real cauſe, when ſhe perceived the very 


Fi ws u turn of her mother-in-law, ſhe ſoon un- 


derſtoo 


d was. to avoid expenctde. 


She 


to town, viſited his little charge, and was charmed' 


out ſome' preſent," or-a propofat of forme. pleafure, 


— 


4® TT ns OOTY or = 
- She had flattered herſelf ſhe might nee 
miſſion to have her books ſent to her; LN but, upon 
enquiry, found that Lady Melvyn had rem ovell thei 

to her drefling-room, "and intermixed them 'with'' | 
china, in ſo ornamental a manner; ſo truly expreſ- 


ſtye of the turn of her mind, where a Pretended 


love of reading was blended wich a reaf fandneſe 
for trifles, that ſhe had no chance for this indul- 

e Ki | | 
She Miſs Melvyn 45 6afetinig all theſe mor- 
tifications from a parent; Miſs Mancel was recei- 
ving every proof of the moſt tender affection from 
one bound to her by no paternal ties. Mr. Hint- 
man, as ſoon as the ſeaſon of the year brought him 


with the vivacity which was now reſtored to her. 
He called upon her frequently,” and feldom' with“ 
He would continually entreat her make * 5 
ſome requeſt; that he might have. the pleaſure; bf 5 
gratifying her: He frequently gave Madetnoifle 7 
EFAvaux tickets for the play and the opera, that the 
young Louiſa might have ſomebody to accompany 
her; but as Miſs Melvyn did, not think it pro er at 
her age to go often with only her {chool-miftraſs; | 
or, acedrding to the tang guage of ſchools, her gover- 
neſs, Miſs lancel free Aa declined being of the” 
party, rather n nd her n friend ahd in- 
ſtructor. | | 
There was no one tb Weed any particular c. 
vility to Miſs Mancel, but received ſome return 
ftom Mr, Hintman. "Miſs Mely was very de- 
ſervedly the chief object of his gratitude; but as 
ſhe declined accepting the preſents he offered her, 
he choſe: a'way more agreeabſe to himſtif, 48 it 
would make his little Louifa the reader Uf the 


faygurs ſhe received. He therefore was Javiſh of 
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= lady?” 


; © be ſo acceptable to Miſs Melvyn as books.” To 


= unpacked, having moſt of the fame books in his 
oon ſtudy.” | 2 "ASOER e 

This accordingly he ſent to Miſs Mancel, with 
proper book- caſes to contain them, which they im- 


3H mediately put up in their apartment. This was the 


WE moſt agreeable acquiſition imaginable z for Miſs 
Hintman having been a very ſenſible young lady, 
the collection was extremely valuable. | | 
= Mr. Hintman's great indulgence .could not fail 
of receiving from Miſs Mancel the wiſh'd-for re- 
turn of affection and gratitude ; whenever he came, 
{he flew to him with delight, careſſed him with all 


me fondnefs fo enchanting at that age, and parted 


from him with the extremeſt reluctance. Her great 
obligations to him were topics frequent in her diſ- 
courfe with Miſs Melvyn, who had the higheſt ad- 
niration of his generoſity. | 5 
His allowance to Miſs Mancel was ſufficient to 
have defrayed all her expences, but thoſe were to be 
che care of Mademoiſelle d' Avaux, for the money 
e gave Louiſa was for no other purpoſe than her 
erratification; neceſſity, or even uſefulneſs was out 
f the queſtion ; every thing of that, kind being 
Provided for her. Nor was he more ſparing in 
hat concerned her education; ſhe learnt dancing, 
WP uſic, and drawing, beſides other things — 
3 taught 


dv 


Miſs Mascer and Mrs. MoncAxv. 39 
his money to her, and entreated her to lay it out 
nn ſuch manner, as would be moſt agreeable to her- 
ſeif and Miſs Melvyn ; at the fame time aſking her, 
= I by what means ſhe could moſt gratify that young 


Min Mancel fad, *ſhe knew nothing that would 


chis Mr. Hintman replied, © Since that was the 
caſe, he could very eaſily accommodate them, for 
ne had by him a very pretty library left him by 
his ſiſter about a year before, which he had never 


- 


30 Tu E HISTORY VT 
taught at ſchools; but 1 Men, improvement 


* her in 


was from reading with Miſs who 1nſtruts 
: 00 geography and in ſuch parts of philo- 
as a gir r age was capable of comprehend- 
- but | all, Me was moſt A incul- 

cats into her mind the principles of true religion. 
Thus her underftanding opened in a ſurprizing 
degree, and while the beauty and gruces of her per- 
ſon, and her great progreſs in ;gentee] accempliſh- 


ments, charmed eyery eye, the nice diſcernment, Wl 
and uncommon ftrength of reaſon which appeared 
in her converſation, aſtoniſhed every judicious ob- 
ſerver; but her moſt admirable qu lifies were her 1 
humility and modeſty; which, notwithſtanding her Wl 


great internal and external excellencies, rendered 
her diffident, mild, baſhful, and tractable; her heart 
feemed as free from defects, as her underſtanding = 


to almoſt every other perſon. g 

Miſs Melvyn and E little companion received 1 
a conſiderable encreaſe of happineſs from the pre, 
ſent of books Mr. Hintman find made them; the 


latter had no wiſh, but that Miſs:Melvyn mi in 2 Z 


ceive equal indulgence from parents, as 3 
joyed from one who bore no relation to her. The 2p 
firſt deſire that occured to her on Mr. Hintman Wl 


profuſe preſents of money, was to treat her friend 
Fith maſters for muſic and drawing and ſuch other 


things as ſhe knew ſhe had an inclination to learn; 
but as ſhe was not unacquainted with her delicacy 
on that ſubjeR, as ſoon as Mr. Hintman left ber, 
ſhe ran to Miſs Melvyn with ſome of the impatience 
in her countenance, though ſhe endeavoured to 
conceal it, with which her heart was filled, and 4 
tried every tender careſs, every fond -and humble E 
etition, to obtain a promiſe from that young lady, 


chat ſhe would grant her a * ſhe had to ms 
F 


was from the follies, which in a degree are incident WM 


- 
», 


>, . 
- 


n by > thouſand engaging infantine arts; and 
ven The Hand thay would not ſucceed, ſhe knelt 


= own before her, and with all the grace and impor. 
tunity of the moſt amiable ſuppliant, tried to win. 
ner to compliance. Nothing would avail, for Miſs 
= Mclvyn was convinced by her carneſtneſs, that her 
Leſign was to confer ſome favour ; ſhe knew the ge- 
neroſity of her youthful mind too well to believe ue 
650 ardently aimed at any thing that was for her own 

; 4 f 1 private gr atification. | "6.23 vob 
Tus Louiſa found herſelf reduced to explain the 
ſc ſhe intended to have made of the promiſe ſhe 
wanted to obtain; and having acquainted Miſs 
Melvyn with Mr. Hintman's generous allowance, 
and of the payment ſhe had received of the firſt 
WS quarter, ſhe in explicit terms told her, Mr. Hint- 
man has indeed given me money, but it depends 


& 5 EW 
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on you to make that money yield me pleaſure, by 

| ſuffering me to apply it to ſuch uſes, as will pro- 

cure me the inexpreſſible joy of contributing in 

ſome degree to the pleaſure of one who renders my 
25 life ſo very happy.” 3 > ; 
- RS Mis Melvyn was ſo pleaſed with the generoſity 
e of ber little pupil, that ſhe gave her as many ca- 
reſlcs as the other had lavidhed on her, in order to 
obtain the promiſe ſhe ſo much wiſhed for; but ſhe 
could not be induced to grant her requeſt, Miſs 
1; Melvyn was void of that pride which often con- 
oy caals itſelf under the name of ſpirit and greatneſs 
1 of foul; and makes people averſe to receive an 
ce obligation, becauſe they fee] themſelves too proud 
otto be grateful, and think that to be obliged, im- 
ad WS plies an inferiority which their pride cannot ſup- 
e Port. Had Louiſa been of the ſame age with her- 
A lelf, ſhe would have felt a kind of property in alt 
e, {be poſſeſſed; friendſhip, the tenure by which ſhe 
be D 2 | held 


** 


Tun Hroronr'or 


much leſs importance, as the adventitious goods 


refrain from tears at a refuſal which ſhe — — mu 


give me would be turned into delight, by reflect- 
ing on the gratification you would receive in hav- 


felt in herſelf. She plainly ſaw, that the greateſt 


for thoſe who know all the pleaſures of conferring 


— 


held it; for where hearts are ſtrictly united, the 
had no notion of any diſtinction in things of fo 


of fortune. The boundaries and barriers raiſed. by 
thoſe two watchful and ſuſpicious enemies, Meum 
and Tuum, were in her opinion broke down by true 
friendſhip; and all property laid in one undiſtin- 
guiſhed common; but to accept Miſs Mancel's mo- 
ney, eſpecially in ſo great a proportion, appeared to 
her like taking advantage of her youth ; and as ſhe 
did not think her old enough to be a ſufficient judge 
of the value of it, ſhe did not look upon her as 
capable of being a party in ſo perfect a friendſhip, as 
was requiſite to conſtitute that unity of property. 
Poor Louiſa by this diſappointment of the firſt 
wiſh of her heart, found what older people often 
experience, that her riches, inſtead of pleaſure, pro- 
cured her only mortification. She could 2 


ariſe from want of affection, and told Miſs Melvyn, 
Me ſaw that ſhe loved her but imperfectly; for, added 
ſhe, Could we change places, with how much 
pleaſure ſhould I have accepted it from you ! and 
the ſatisfaction that learning theſe things now 


ing been the means of procuring them for me. 
I ſhould not envy you the joy of giving, becauſe 
I, as receiver, ſhould not have the leſs ſhare of that 
ſatisfaction, ſince by reflecting on yours I muſt 
« partake of it, and ſo encreaſe my own.” | 
Miſs Melvyn could not forbear bluſhing at find- 
ing a ſuperior degree of delicacy, and a generoſity Wi 
much more exalted, in one ſo young, than ſhe had 


roof of a noble mind is to feel a joy in gratitude ; 


, 


Miſs MancEL and Mrs. Mon Ax. 57 
an obligation, will be ſenſible, that by accepting it. 
they give the- nigen delight the human mind can 
feel, when employed on human objects; and therę- 
fore, while they receive a benefit, t 9 will taſte not 

only the comforts ariſing from it to themſelves, but 


= harc the gratification of a benefactor, from reſſect- 
ing on the joy they give to thoſe who have conferred 
it: thus the receiver of a favour from a truly gene- 

crous perſon, by owing owes not,, and is at once 

indebted and diſcharged.. ä 4 


As Miſs Melvyn felt her little friend's reproach,- 


2 \ : ' .” * | * - 44 N 
and ſaw that ſhe had done her injuſtice in thinking. 


1 her youth rendered her incapable of that perfection 


i of friendſhip, which might juſtify the acccpring oe: 


her offer; ſhe acknowledged her error, and aſſured 
her, © ſhe would comply if ſhe had no other means 


of obtaining the inſtruction ſhe propoſed to pur- 
—_—_ - chaſe ſor her; but that was not the caſe, for ſhe - 


found the could very well learn from ſceing the 


maſt-rs teach her, and by practiſing in their ad- . 
ſence.? 5 | 


Mr. Hintman expreſſed a deſire that Miſs, Mancel 


K La 


| 1 | ſhould learn Italian, if ſhe had no objection to it; 


for he never dictated to her, but offered any advice 


he had to give, or any inclination which he choſe 
80 intimate, with the humility of a dependant, ra- 
; ther than the authority of a benefactor; and in- 


decd it was fufficient ; for the ſlighteſt hint that any 


thing would be agrceable to him, met with the 


moſt impatient deſire in Miſs Mancel to perform it: 
actuated by ſincere affection, and the ſtrongeſt 


= cratitude,. nothing made her fo happy, as an op- 


portunity to ſhew him the readineſs of her obedi-- 
ence. | 
But as they were at a loſs for a maſter to teack: 
her-that language, Miſs Melvyn told them ſhe knew 
an Italian gentleman, who had been at Sir Charles's . 
| D 3. houſe- 


* 


— 


ment Arerotnr o 


hbouſe near two months before ſhe had the misfor- 
tune of lofing the beft of mothers, Lady Melvyn 
Had begun to teach her daughter Italian, but &. 


firous that ſhe ſbould ſpeak it with great propriety, 
the invited this gentleman to her houfe, who was re- 
duced to great diſtreſs of circumſtances, and whoſe 


perſon, as well as his many virtues, ſhe had known 


from her childhood. He had been a friend of her 


father's, and ſhe was glad of this excuſe for making 


him an handfome preſent, which otherwiſe it was 


not eaſy to induce him to accept. „ 
Mr. Hintman was not long before he procured 
this Italian maſter for Miſs Mancel; nor did ſhe 


delay making uſe of his inſtructions; but I ſhall not 


deſcribe her progreſs in the acquiſitions of this, an 


more than her other accompliſhments, in all whict 
ſhe excelled to a ſurprizing degree; nor did Miſs 
Melvyn fall very ſhort of her, though ſhe was at 
ſuch diſadvantage in her method of learning many 


of, them, not having the affiſtance of a maſter, 


Their time was. ſo entirely engroſſed by theſe em- 
ployments, that they had little leiſure, and ſtill leſs 
deſire to keep company with the reſt of the ſchool ; 
but they faved themfelves from the diſhke which 
might naturally have ariſen in the minds of the 
other ' ſcholars, from being thus neglected, by 
little preſents which Miſs Mancel frequently made 
them. | 


Theſe two young ladies were very early riſers, 


and the time which was not taken up by Miſs 
Mancel's maſters, and that wherein it was requi- 
lite to practiſe what they taught her, they employ- 


ed in reading, wherein Mr. d'Avora, their Italian 


. 


maſter, often accompanied them. | 
Mr. d'Avora was a man of excellent underſtand- 
inz, and had an incomparable heart. Misfortunes 


had ſoftened common humanity. into a moſt tender 
diſpoſition 3 
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difpoſition ; and had given him a thorough know- 
1 e without leſſening his benevolence 
1 5 | for individuals; though ſuch as learn it by adverſity, | 
me fureſt ſchool for that ſcience, ſeldom ſee them 

in an amiable light, t. 
Mr. d'Avora was not leſs act uainted with parti- 


ceular nations than with mankind in general; he 


had travelled through all the countries in Europe, 
fome parts of Aſia and Africa, and having traverſ- 
ed them with difcernment, and the curiohty of 


— wiſdom, not of impertinence, he received ſuch im- 


p rovement of underſtandings as few travellers can 
fe had an affection for Miſs Melvyn, both for 
her own merits and the obligations he had to her 
family, and a very ſhort acquaintance. with Miſs 
Mancel made him extremely fond of her. He took 


great pleaſure in aſſiſting them in the improvement 


they ſo induſtriouſly laboured for, and as he was a 
man of univerſal knowledge, he was capable of 
being very uſeful te them in that reſpect. For 
this purpoſe he often read with them; and by ex- 
plaining many books on abſtruſe ſubjects, ren- 
dered ſeveral authors intelligible to them, which, 
without his aſſiſtance, would have been too ob- 
ſcure for perſons of their age. He had very few 
ſcholars, therefore had much leiſure, and with 
great ſatisfaQtion dedicated of it to our young 

ladies, as he ſaw he thereby gave them a very 
ſincere pleafure ; while he was much tified 
with thinking that by his care, and inſtruction 
of Miſs Melvyn, he made ſome return for the 
friendſhip he had received from her family; and 
that could her mother be ſenſible of his attend- 
ance on her much-loved and now neglected daugh- 
ter, it would be highly agreeable to her. 7 
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In the manner I have mentioned, theſe two 
young ladies paſt their time, till Miſs Mancel 
reached her fifteenth year, with little alteration, 
except the encreaſe of her charms, and her great 
improvement in every accompliſhment. Her ap- 
pearance began to grow womanly, ſhe: was indeed, 


In the bloom of beauty's pride,. 


 Dazzlingly handſome at firſt view; but ſuch nume- 
rous and various charms: appeared on a more inti- 
mate acquaintance, that people forgot how much 
they had been ſtruck by the firſt ſight of her, loſt in 
wonder at her encreafing attractions, to the force of 
which ſhe was the only perſon that was inſenſible. 
Humble piety rendered her indifferent to circum- 
ſtances, which ſhe looked upon rather as ſnares than 
bleflings; and like a perſon on the brink of a preci- 
pice ſhe could not enjoy the ny of the proſpect, 
over-awed by the dangers of her ſituation. 
She had indeed too much of human nature in 
her not to feel fometimies a little fluſh of vanity an 
feeing herſelſ admired; but ſhe immediately cor- 
rected the foible, by reflecting, that whatever ad- 
1 vantages of mind or form had fallen to her ſhare, 
= they were given her by one who expected ſhe ſhould 
[| | not ſuffer her thoughts. or attention to be with- 
1 - drawn thereby from him, who was the perfection of 
all excellence, while ſhe at beſt could but flatter her- 
1 ſelf with being leſs imperfect than many of her fel- 
| low creatures.. : . 
| She conſidered flattery and admiration as the 
rocks on which young people, who are at all ſupe- 
4 rior to the multitude, are apt to be wrecked ; de- 
_ of quiet happineſs in this world, and exalted 
elicity in the next; and as ſhe was really cenvinced, 
that ſhe had only a few obvious external advantages 
* Ye S: : over 


1 
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9 | over others, ſhe oppoſed to the praiſes laviſhed ot 


1 her, reflections on her imperfections, which, though 


not. apparent to any one but herſelf, ſhe verily be- 
lieved were uncommonly great, as ſhe beheld them 


_ with very ſcrutinizing and rigid eyes, while ſhe” 


looked on thoſe of others with the greateſt lenity,- 
But of all the means ſhe uſed to preſerve her hu- 
mility, ſhe was the moſt aſſiduous in praying to- 


him who made her heart, to preſerve it humble. 


; 50 had great vivacity 3. 4 lively imagination; an un- 


Though the degree of piety I mention, may 
ſound in the ears of many too grave for ſo young 
a perſon, yet it by no means rendered her ſo; ſhe: 
common ſhare of wit; and a very happy manner 
of expreſſing herſelf. She had all the amiable gaiety 
of youth, without the leaſt tendency to imprudence ; 
and when ſhe talked moſt, and, in appearance, let 
fancy aſſume the. reins, ſaid nothing to repent of. 
Her heart was all purity, univerſal benevolence and 
good nature; and as out of its abundance her mouth 
ipake, .ſhe was in little danger of offending with her- 
tongue, | 3 | 

It is not ſtrange 'that Mr. Hintman's fondnefs - 
ſhould increaſe with Miſs Mancel's excellencies, - 
but the careſſes which ſuited her earlier years were 


now become improper 3 . and Mr. Hintman, by ap- 


pearing inſenſible of the 1 change of beha- 
viour, reduced her to great difficulties ; ſhe cauld not 
reconcile: herfelf to receiving of them; and yet to 
inform him of the impropriety, implied a forward 
conſciouſneſs which ſhe was not able to aſſume. 
She communicated the vexation of her mind to 


Miſs Melvyn, who was ſtill more alarmed, as her 
ſuperior age and experience rendered her more ap- 


prehenſive; but ſhe knew not what to adviſe. 
D fit In- 
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Tacter and ufual conduct of 13 
I bis ſcrutiny did not turn out at all to his ſatis- 
account he received was the fame; 


1 TE HISTORY or 

In this dilemma Miſs Melvyn had recourſe tb 
their good friend, whoſe knowledge of mankind, 
his integrity and prudence, rendered him the ſafeſt 
guide. Accordingly one day when Louifa was call- 
ed from them ts Mr. Hintman, who came to make 
her a viſit, Miſs Melvyn informed Mr. d' Avora, of 
the reafon =" her friend obeyed the ſummons with 


eſs joy, than he had obſerved in her on the like oc-- | 


caſton the year before. 3778 
Mr. d' Avora was much diſturbed at this infor- 


mation; but not chuſing to increaſe the uneaſineſs 


the young ladies ſeemed to be under tilf he had 


more certain foundation for his opinion, he only in- 


timated, that © cuſtoms were hard to break, but he 
© ſhould hope, that when Mr. Hintman reflected on 
the impropriety of behaving to a young woman 
as if the was ftill a child, be would alter it, and 
if he was not immediately ſenſible of the differ- 
ence a ſmall addition of age makes, yet her be- 
haviour would lead him to recollect it..“ 
Although Mr. d' Avora ſeemed to pay little re- 
gard to what Miſs Melvyn faid, yet it made great 
4mpreffion on him, and as foon as he left her, he 
took all proper meaſures to enquire into the cha- 
Mr. Hintman. 


faction, eve 
he had not the pleafure of finding what is uftrally 
aſſerted, that all men have two characters; for 
Mr. Hintman had but one, and that the moſt 
alarming that could be for Miſs -Manee}. Every 
perſon told him, © that Mr. Hintman had a very great 
fortune, which he ſpent entirely in the gratifica- 
tion of his favourite vice, the love of women; 
on whom his profuſeneſs was without 'bound. 
* That as he was eaſily captivated, ſo he was ſoon 


0 tired; and ſeldom kept a Woman long after he a 


4 had 


WES, 


man of acknowledged genero | 
however vicious, might do a noble action without 
daving any criminal deſign. In this uncertainty of 
wind be knew not what to adviſe her, and was un- 
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e had obtained the free poſſeſſion of her; but ge- 

nerally was more bountiful than is cuſtomary 
with men of his debauched principles at parting 

with them.. BL | 


5 This, Mr. dA Ora WAS aſſured, was Mr. Hine- | 


. man's only vice; that he was good-natured, and 


= generous on all occaſions. From this account he 
law too great reaſon to fear, that all the care which 
__ had been taken to improve Miſs Mancel, aroſe 
only from a fort of epicuriſm in his predominant 


vice, but yet this was too doubtful a cirzumſtance 


to be the ground-work of — ex es. A 
ity and good-nature, 


willing to excite fuch fears in the breaſts of theſe 
two young friends, as might be groundlefs ; but 
yet would entirely deſtroy their peace ; therefore, 
he only told Miſs Melvyn in general terms, that, 
Mr. Hintman's character was ſuch, as rendered it 
very neceflary that Louiſa ſhould be much on her 


= * guard ; but that whether more than -prudent cau- 


tion and decent referye were requiſite, her own 
obſetvation muſt diſcover, for no one elſe could 
determine that point, ſince he had the reputation 
of being generous as well as debauched ; there- 


fore his actions towards her might be, and he 


© hoped were, the reſult of his greateſt virtue, rather 
than of his predominant vice.” 


Miſs Melvyn made a faithful report of what Mr. 


d' Avora had ſaid to her, which filled both her- 
_ and her friend with inexpreſible uneaſi- 
N : | GA. . 

Louiſa was in great difficulty. how to act, be- 


woeen gratitude and affection on the one ſide, and 


neceſſary caution and reſerve on the other. She was 
6:74 Dd almoſt 


Us 
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- almoſt as much afraid of appearing ungrateful; as of 
being imprudent. She found little affiftance from 


the advice of her friends, Ho declared themſelves 
incapable of directing her, therefore ſhe was obliged 
to lay aſide a'] dependance on her own care, and to 
truſt ih that of: heaven, convinced-that-her inno- 
gence would be guarded by that power who knew 
the integrity and purity of her heart; and that while 
ſhe preſerved it. unblemiſhed, even in thought and 


inclination, her Prayers for bis protectien would not 7 


be unavailing. - J 

The remal. der of the winter - paſſec like the for- | 
mer part, only that the increaſe of her apprehen- 
ſions ſo far Jeſlened her: eaſy vivacity, that Mr. 
Hintman obſerved the — and complained of: 
the conſtraint and awe which. RS her converſa- 
tion. 

As the ſchool broke upꝰ at Eafter; ne entreated ? 
her to accompany him that ſhort time into the 
country,. from which ſhe would gladly: have ex- 
euſed herſelf, both on account of her fears, and of. 
her unwillingneſs-to leave Miſs Melvyn, of whoſe: 
converſation ſhe was now more particularly tena-- 
cious,. as lady Melvyn had determined to ſuffer her 


to return home in a ſhort-time, not knowing how 


to excuſe her remaining longer at ſchool; as ſhe was. 
entered into her one and twentieth year.. Miſs: 
Melyyn would have been glad that her ladyſhip had 
not ſhewn.this token-of regard to popular opinion; 
for ſince ſhe had enjoyed Miſs Mancel's company, 
and'been in poſſeſſion of fo good a collection of 


books, ſhe was grown E contented with my 
-fituation..- 


Louiſa, tanake Mr. Hintman deſiſt from the re- 


- que{F he urged” with ſo much importunity, tried 
every means that did not appear like a total diſin- 


clination to- o accompany * for any thing that 
bore- 
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f f | Hore the air of ingratitude could not be ſupported 
by her, whoſe heart was ſo void of it, and who 


thought ſhe could: never feel enough for her bene- 


1 factor, if his deſigns were not ſo criminal, as 
me feared; but ſearcely could ſuffer herſelf to- 


3 Mr. Hintman was too ardent in his purpoſes to 
give up his favourite ſcheme, and Louifa: beheld 
with inexpreſſible concern the day approach, when 


= the muſt either accompany him into the country, 
or diſoblige him for ever, and make herſelf appear 
extremely ungrateful. in the eyes of a man, whom 
ſhe loved and honoured like a father. Her addreſſes 


to heaven for protection now became more vehe-- 
ment and continual, and; the greateſt part of her time 
was ſpent on her knees in praying to that power in 


5 ; | whom ſhe truſted. : Miſs Melvyn and Mr. d' Avora 
vVvere ſcarcely leſs anxious, or under fewer appre- 


henſions than herſelf, but could ſee no reſource, ex- 


cept in the protection of the Almighty, to whom we 


ſeldom apply with entire faith and reſignation while 
we have any hopes. in human aſſiſtance. » 
Two days. before that fixed on for the purpoſed 
journey, when Louiſa's, anxiety was- riſen to the 
utmoſt height, the ſchool- miſtreſs entered the room, 


Vith a countenance ſo melancholy, as was more ſuit- 


able to the ſituation of mind in which the two 
young friends were then in, than to any reaſon 
they apprehended: ſhe could have for an air of ſo 
much ſorrow. She ſoon began a diſcourſe, whieh 
they immediately apprehended was preparatory to 
the opening of ſome fatal event, and which, as-is 
uſual in ſuch caſes, was, if poſſible, more alarming 
than any misfortune it could-iprecede. * The la- 


dies expreſſed their fears, and begged to be acquaint- 


ed with what had befallen them. After confidera-- 
ble efforts to deliver her of the ſecret with hich 
1 5 a ſhe 
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he was 1 they learnt that à gentleman 
-was in the parlour, who came to — — 
2 that 1 died the! day: before in = 
of àn apo 
All en & biene ben once, ³ 
and grief alone took poſſeſſion of her heart. The 
Moeck fo entirely overcame her, that ſhe was not 
able to ſee the fatal meſſanger of ſuch melancholy 
tidings as the death of her benefactor, and ſecond 
ſather. Miſe Mel was obliged to undertake chis 
office, and learnt the - gentleman, that Mr. 
Hintman died without a will, and therefore left the 
or Louiſa as 'deftitute, except being enriched by Wl 
various accompliſhments, as he found her, and at a 
much more dangerous time, when her beauty would 
ſcarcely: fuffer compaſſion to arife unaccompanied 
with fofter ſentiments. This. gentleman praceeiled 
to inform. Miſs Melvyn, that his father; and ano- 
ther perſon of equal relation to Mr. Hintman, 
were heirs at law. He expreſſed great concern 
4 for Mis Mancel, and wiſhed he had his father's 
* power of repairing Mr. Hintman's neglect, but 
that his influence extended no farther than to 
obtain à commiſſton to pay the expences of ano- 
at that ſchool, that :the young lady 


i „ ther year 

5 might have time to recolect herfelf after ſo fa- 
Wl <- IT change, and determine at leiſure on ben lu. 
Wil © ture courſe oi life. 

in Miſs Melvyn was ifo. ſenfbly tuched: at the 2 


|. pect of the approaching diſtreſs with vrhich her 
40 friend | was threatened, that ſhe burſt into tears, Wl 
and uttered ſome exclamations concerning the in- 
. dgonſiſtenoy of that affection, which could ſuffer Wl 

man to reſt a moment without ſecuring a pro- 
viſion in caſe of death, to a woman be | 

* ſeemed, to love with the greateſt exceſs of tender , 


4 ness. Believe me, madam, ſaid the young gen- 
tleman, 
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the affliction you ſeemed to feel for 
having loſt one om you eſteemed ſo ſincete a 
friend. I ſhould have been glad, -continued he, 
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tleman, Mr. Hintman was capable of no love 
that * not entirely fenſual, and conſequently 
ſelfiſh ; all who knew him lamented the . * A 

oung woman, who by every account is fo ſus 
er. % lovely. Among his friends he made no 
ſecret of his deſigns in all he had done for her, 
and boaſted frequently of the extraordinary charms 
which were ripening for his poſſeſſion. It ws 
but two days ago, that he was exulting 
preſence of ſome of them, that the time was now 
approaching, when he ſhould be rewarded for 
long expectation, and boundleſs ex pence; forche 
ſhould then, he ſaid, be ſure of her ꝓerſun, and 
had long fecured her heart. He knew he had 
ſtrong prejudices and ſtrange ſcruples to combat; 
but was prepared, and mould not imd them diffi- 


cult to conquer; at worſt, his ſtewand in a par- 


ſon's habit would hull them all to ſeep “ 
< Goel heaven! cried Miſs Meluyn, coulll 
be ſuch a wretch 1 and were there any men who 


would keep company with him! who would bear 


the diſgrace of being called his friends!? | 
Jour notions, madam, replied the gentleman, 

are too refined for perſons who live in the world: 
ſhould a man inſiſt on ſtrict morals in all his ac- 
quaintance, he might enjoy a ſolitude in the: moſt 


populous city; though, 1 confeſs, nothing but 


ties of kindred could have made me intimate with 


one of Mr. Hintman's character, which I'hould 
not thus have expoſed to you, but as {timagined 


a better knowledge of the man might alleviate 
Mancel's 


could I have ſeen the ydung lady, of whom Mr. 
Hintman told fuch wonders; but I wilt not pre- 
fume to preſs it, time may offer me ſome oppor- 

tunity 


+ 


in the 
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tunity for ſatisfying my curioſity without paining 
* her, J elder: — leave, wah only — — 
ing your permiſſion to remit the money of which 
© I was made the beare . ES 
_ Miſs Melvyn was ſo much affected with her 
friend's ſituation, that ſhe took the paper the gen a 
tleman offered her, without having power to reflect 
whether ſhe ought to accept it, or being able to. 
make him any acknowledgment ; and he retired di- 
rectly. She was obliged to ſtay ſome time to com- 
go her ſpirits before ſhe went to her friend, that 
the might be the better able to comfort her. On Wl 
- Examining the paper, ſhe found it a bank note of: 
an hundred pounds, which was now become. all. 
Miſs Mancel's fortune. q Kin 
Lamont could not forbear interrupting Mrs. 
Maynard in this place, by ſome very ſevere reflexi- 
ons on Mr, Hintman's having neglected to make 'a 
proviſion for Miſs Mancel in cafe of his death, 
which I believe was the part of his conduct that to 
Lamont appeared moſt inexeuſable; for though he 
is too faſhionable to think intriguing very criminal, 
yet he is naturally generous, as far as money is con- 
cerned. I cannot think, replied my couſin, that. 
Mr. Hintman's behaviour in that particular can 
be much wondered at. Death to ſuch a man 
muſt be ſo dreadful an event, that he will natu-- 
rally endeavour to baniſh it from his mind, when- 
ever it attempts to intrude, and when a perſon 
© takes fo little care to make proviſion. for his on 
happineſs after death, is it ſtrange he ſhould be. 
< unmindful of what ſhall befal another after that 
fatal period ? when a man. neglects his on ſoul, . 
. ©: and deprives himſelf of all thops of everlaſting 
. © felicity, can we expect he ſhould take any trou- 
dle to provide for the temporal convenience ef 
another perſon? x ESTES 
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8 Beſides, could he, who aimed at reducing al 
innocent and amiable young woman to guilt and 
infamy in this world, and eternal perdition in the 
next, be under any concern leſt ſhe. ſhould fall 
into the leſſer miſeries of poverty? it would ; 
have been an inconſiſtency. 2 a cha- 
racer,” | 4343+ e 
__ < You ſee gallantry in a very ſerious light, Ma- 
dam, ſaid Lamont.“ 3646-31-45 209% - 0-4 WO IERL + 
l 1 do indeed, Sir, anſwered. Mrs. Maynard, I 
look on it as the moſt dangerous of vices, it de- 
= froys truth, honour, humanity, it is directly 
contrary to the laws of God, is the deſtruction of 
= ſociety, and almoſt as inconſiſtent with morality” 
as with religion. n WET Eh 
il beg pardon, Madam, - interrupted Lamont, 
(sho felt himſelf a little touched with what ſhe 
= 1aid) for breaking into your narrative, and muſt 
br 5 e. continue it! 311114 £244: 154: but late 
= Miſs Melvyn, : reſumed Mrs. Maynard, was too 
well acquainted with the ſtrength of Louiſa's mind, 
to think it neceſſary to conceal from her any part 
of whit had paſſed between herſelf and Mr. Hint- 
man's relation wines 53: ht 
—_— Louiſa, much affected by Mr. Hintman's dying, 
with a heart ſo unfit to appear at the tribunal be- 
fore which he was ſo ſuddenly ſummoned, thought 
not immediately of herſelf ; but when ſhe re- 
—_ {-<ted on the dangers ſhe had eſcaped, ſhe bleſſed 
her — ſince it was the conſequence of an 
event which delivered her from ſo much greater evils, 
and {ent up many fincere and ardent thankſgivings 
to heaven, for ſo ſignal a preſervation. Theſe 
thoughts poſſeſſed our young friends for. the firſt 
three or four days after Mr. Hintman's death; but 
then they began to think it requiſite. to conſult 
with Mr. d'Avora, on what courſe: of life it "ys 
: mo 
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ſtanding and attainments-weve. far 1 
years, yet they were ſenſible her youth would be 2 
great impediment to her in any undertaking. Me, 

Avora therefore adviſed,. that ſhe ſhould continu Wl 
a little longer at the fchool, and then fix in the i 
moſt private manner imaginable for three ar four 
rears, by which time he hoped to be able to eſta. 


B6 Fas His rea» o 
moſt advifable: for Miſs Mancel to enter. | This was 


» difficult point to determine; though her under. 


rior to her 


bliſh her in ſome widow's family, as governeſs to her 


children; for he told her ſhe muſt not expect, whik 


her perſon continued fuch as it then was, that » WA 
married woman would receive her in any capacity Wa 
that fixed her in the fame houſe with her huſband. 
As Miſs Mancel had many jewels and trinkets ff 

of value, ſhe had no daubt but that, with ceconomy, Wl 
ſhe might ſupport herſelf for the term Mr. d*Avor 
mentioned, and even longer, if requiſite, as the W 
induſtry. As Mis Melvyn's return home drew near, il 


it was agreed, that the ſhould ſeek out ſame plac 
in Sir Charles's neighbourhood, where ] ouiſa might 1 5 


lodge cheaply and reputably ; and in the mean tine i 

2 of whatever the had af 
value, except her books and her harpficord; theſe ne 
ſhe reſolved not to part with till the produce of he: 
ſpent, as they would not only amuſe her in thi 


Mr. d' Avora ſhould diſpo 


country, but afford her the power of improving 


herſelf in thoſe accompliſhments which were to be 


her future proviſion. AY 
This plan ſoftened the pangs of ſeparation when 


the time of Miſs Melvyn's departure arrived. E· 
was not long before ſhe found out an apartment a 


a" reputable farmer's, where Miſs Mancel might 
lodge conveniently. Had it been a leſs tolerable 


place, its vicinity to Sir Charles's houſe, from wy 3 


Mifs Maxczr and Mrs. Moxc av. 67 
n vas but a quarter of 2 mile diſtant, would have 
ade it a very delightfuf abode to her, and the 
bon repaired thith ern. 
= 3 Miſs Melvyn's uation at home was rendered as: 
rome as poſſible, by Lady Melvyn's behaviour 
both to her and Sir Charles, who, notwithſtanding, 
ber ill treatment, was extremely fond of, and to- 
WS ta!ly guided by her. His mind was fo entirely en- 
= vcd, that he beheld nothing but in the light 
whercin ſhe pleaſed to repreſent it, and was fo 
WS dupe, that ſhe could ſcarcely feet the joys of f 
triumph in her ſuperior art, which was on no fub- 
jc ſo conſtantly exerted, as in keeping up a cold- 
neſs in Sir Charles towards his daughter; this ſhe 
bad with tolerable facility effected in her abſence, 
and was aſſiduoufly careful to preſerve now ſhe was 
= prefent. To thoſe who know not the power an art- 
ful woman can obtain over a weak man, it would 
Ss :ppcar incredible, that any father could be preju- 
—_ diced againſt a daughter, whoſe whole attention 
vas to pleaſe him. She had ſo perfect a command 
over her temper, that ſhe never appeared to take 
_ offence at any thing Lady Melvyn ſaid or did, 
though that lady endeavoured by every provocation 
co throw her off her guard. This behaviour only 
E 1 — _—_ 3 which was not in the leaſt 
SS abated by Miſs Melvyn's taking every opportuni 
of being ſerviceable ber brothers J ; yd 
law. Lady Melvyn perſuaded Sir Charles, that his 
daughter's calmneſs was only aſſumed in his pre- 
fence, and continually complained of her infolence, 
when he was not by. If he ever appeared to doubt 
de truth of her report, ſhe would burſt into tears, 
complain of his want of love, and little confidence 
n her; and ſometimes thought proper to ſhew her 
Lief at fuch treatment, by a pretended hyſteric fit, 
always 
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Zet them, was the higheſt bleſſing. B. 
vyn contrived to make her feel mortifications even. 


always ready at call to come to her aſſiſtance, though 
really ſo unneceſſarily laviſhed on one eaſily duped 
without thoſe laborious means, that it appeared a 
wantonneſs of cunning, which was thus exerted 


only for its own indulgence. She ſoon perceived Wl 


that Miſs Melvyn rather choſe to ſubmit to any af. 


deceiving him ; and taking advantage of this gene- 


roſity, would ſometimes, to eſtabliſh his opinion of : 4 
her veracity, accuſe Miſs Melvyn to her face of of- 


ſhe had never ſaid. 


fences which ſhe had never committed, and things i 


perſions, than to render her father unhappy, by un- A 


In ſuch a ſituation the arrival of a friend, into WM 


whoſe ſympathetic boſom ſhe could pour all her 2X | 


griefs, and in whoſe delightful D ſhe could for: 


in this tendereſt particular, for though ſhe was in 
her heart glad to have her out of the houſe, that ſhe 
might not be witneſs to much improper behaviour, 
yet ſhe would ſometimes mortify herſelf in order ty 
teaze Miſs Melvyn, by preventing her from going 
to her beloved friend ; and continually alledged hex 
ſpending ſo much time with Louiſa as a proof of 


that averſion ſhe had made Sir Charles believe Mils 


Melvyn had to her. y bg 
Louiſa: felt deeply her friend's uneaſineſs, but 


when they were together they could not be unhappy, 


They ſeldom paſſed a day without ſeeing each other, 
but as Lady Melvyn had taken no notice of Louiſa, 


ſhe could not go to her houſe, therefore their meet · 


ings were at her lodgings, where they often read to- 


gether, and at other times would apply to muſic to 


drive away melancholy reflexions. As Louiſa wiſh- 
ed to remain near her friend as long as poſhble, ſhe 


endeavoured, by taking in plain-work, to provide 


for ſome part of her current expences,, the leis to 4 
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uniſh the little fund ſhe had by her. _ likewiſe 
 nDloyed part of her time in painting, having rea- 
9 vgs. that if ſhe conld find a means of offer- 5 
1 g her pictures to ſale, ſhe might from them raiſe 
- 3 very convenient ſum. While ſhe was thus con- 
rieing to enable herſelf to enjoy for many years 
Ie converſation of her friend, Lady Melvyn was 
iinduſtriouſly laying ſchemes that, if ſucceſsful, 
nu diſappoint all the young ladies hopes. 
Towards the end of autumn, Mr. Morgan, a 
an of fortune, who had ſpent above half a year 
a fruitleſs purſuit after health, made a viſit to a 
SS cntleman in the neighbourhood. Unfortunately 
Mis Melvyn's charms made a conqueſt of this gen- 
icman, in whom age had ngt gained a victory over 
aſion. Miſs Melvyn's humility occaſioned her 
being the laſt perſon who perceived the impreſſion 
e had made on his heart, and his age would ſcarcely 
ſuffer her to believe her ſenſes when the ſymptoms 
became moſt apparent. A girl may find ſome amuſe- 
ment in a young lover, though ſhe feels no diſpoſi- 
tion in herſelf to return his paſſion, her vanity is 
Wfattered by his addreſſes, and a woman muſt be very 
little diſpoſed to be pleaſed, who receives no plea- 
ure from one who is continually endeavouring to 
oblige and amuſe her; but the moſt whimſical of 
the poets never fancied. a grey-bearded Cupid, or 
repreſented Hymen with a torch in one hand, and 
a crutch in the other. I allow that, 
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© Ofc the matrimonial Cupid, 
Laſh'd on by time grows tir'd and ſtupid,” ' 


and does not always wear that blooming joyous 
wy <ountenance which the painters give him; but 
ſhould any capricious artiſt take the ſickle out of 
be hand of old Time, and in its place put Hymen's - 

e torch, 
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_ torch, the picture might be enn ve ee 
yet would repreſent a praper hymeneal 2 to ar. 
tend Mr. Morgan to che altar. = 

Such a lover could; excite no emotion in his miſ.. 1 
traſs 8 heart but diiguſt. Miſs Melvyn' s principles 
were too delicate to ſuffer her to think ſhe had any WM 
title to tiqdiqule a man for his partiality to her, how. 
eyer ill-ſuited to himſelf; but no conſideration 
could prevent his addreſſes from being extremely 
diſagreeable:: however, ſhe could without any great Wi 
dificulty thave ſo far commanded herſelf, as to hays, BM 
treated him with complaiſance, till he gave her ay 
opportunity of rejecting his courtſhip, had ſhe nat Wi 
been apprehenſive that this affair would give Lady 
Man a ne ſubject,for perſecution, She was 
pretty certain that lady Would be glad to ſettle her i 
in another county; and that her dew to ſo ill- 7 
ſuited a marriage would only Jerve as an additional WM 
recommendatioh to her mother. She was indeed WM 


determined in juſtice to Mr. Morgan, and compal- 
ſion to herſelf, not to be induced by any benen. 
tions to marry a man whom ſhe could not hape, dat 
even the ſtrongeſt attachment to duty could render i 
ſo well as indifferent to ber, but ſhe dreaded. the 5 
means that might be taken to oblige her to accept 
Mr. Morgan's propoſal. 
Little did ſhe gueſs what thoſe means would be, 
She expected to Re attacked alternately with all the 
violence of paſſion, and the affected ſoſtneſs of diſ- 
ſimulation, while every art, that cunning could de- 
viſe, would be tried to induce Sir Charles to concur Wl 
in her perſecution. Theſe indeed were employed as 
ſoon as Mr. Morgan made his propoſals ; but her WW 
ladyſhip-had too many refources in her fertile bmi 
to perſevere long in a courſe ſhe found unayailing 
- The farmer where Miſs Mancel lodged had a fon 
who was in treaty with Lady Melvyn for a ou 
| Walls 
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Miſs Mancnz and Mn: MoRoan. 7¹ 
een at the end of the year, would en va. 
RRV 
gas it Melvyn's going ſo frequently to Mig ance: 
night give ſome colour to her invention. She there. 
ore took care to be found by Sir Charles drowned 
ir tears; be preſſed to know the occaſion af her. 
aner, but ſhe reſiſted his impo an ſuch a man- 
ner, as could not fail to — 4 ill he declared, 
cat ſhe loved him to that exceſs ſhe could not 
communicate a ſecret which ſhe knew muſt afflict 
( dim, even though the ſuppreſſion and. inward 12 
ngs of ber ſorrow ſhould prove fatal to her life.” 
Sir Charles now on his knees intreated her to 
acquaint him with the misfortune ſhe endeavour- 
ed to conceal, aſſuring her, that nothing cou 
give bim fo much concern as ſeeing her in that 
condition.“ She told him, he was ſenſihle, chat 
as his wife it was her dut gy to * him z <> 1 — 
newly diſcovered, or at. wi perfor 
= < lady{hip). but ſhe feared ſhe ha r TY 
do give it utterance,” The endeavour thVew her 
into an hyſteric fit, which was ſuecgeded by fo.ma- 
ny others, that Sir Charles was almoſt frantic with 
his fears for ſo tender a wife, ho was thus reduced 
bo the laſt agonies by her affecttanste apprehenſions 
of giving him pain. 
After rubbing her hands my feet .till .they were 
ſore, ſallogatiog. her with burnt feathers, = half 
poiſoning her with medicines, Sir Ce and her 
ſervants ſo far bro ught her to. life, that, after ſend- 
ing her 5 out of the room, ſhe had juſt 
power to tell him, © ſhe had diſcovered an Intrigue 
W © between his daughter and Simon the yo — 
ad chen immediately ſunk into another 
however did not laſt ſo long; for as ſhe (ws remo- 
ved the heavy burden off ber mind, the ſoon began 


to recoyer. 
| Sir 


72 TAT HI. TOA Or 
Sir Charles was very much ſhocked at what Lady 
Melvyn told him, but could not doubt the reality f 
the fact, when he had ſeen the very violent effect i 
had had on his tender wife. He aſked her advice 


; how to proceed; and it was ſoon determined that it 

= was neceſſary, either to oblige Miſs Melvyn to marry a 
= Mr. Morgan directly, or to diſclaim her for ever, 
= | and remove the diſgrace of fo infamous a conduct 
= _ as far from themſelves as poſſible. With this reſo- 
bet hution ſhe was to be immediately acquainted. 
1 Miſs Melvyn was accordingly called in, and bit. 
1 9 terly reproached by Sir Charles; to which my La- 
0 4 added frequent lamentations, that The ſhould { 


far forget herſelf, and diſgrace ſo worthy 'a family, 
interſperfing with them many expreſſions of the 
undeſcrved tenderneſs The had always had' for her, 
and her great confidence in Miſs Melvyn's pru- 
dence and virtue, ſhedding tears for her having ſo 
unhappily ſwerved from them. © © © © 
As all this paſſed for ſome time in general terms, 
Miſs Melvyn was in doubt whether ſhe or her pa- 
rents had loſt their ſenſes; convinced there muſt be 
diſtraction on one ſide or the other. As ſoon 2 
ſhe could recover her ſurprize, ſhe begged to know 
what crime ſhe had committed ? Her aftoniſhment 
was {till increaſed by the anſwer ſhe received, which 
was an accufation of this ſtrange intrigue; and her 
frequent vifits to Miſs Mancel were brought as 
proofs of it. The ſubmiſſive and mild temper 
which had hitherto moſt ſtrongly characterifed her, 
vaniſhed at ſo injurious a charge, and ſhe denied 
the fact with that true ſpirit which innocence in- 
ſpires. She told Lady Melvyn, that though ſhe 
. © had hitherto ſilently ſubmitted to all her ill uſage, 
yet it was her duty to repel an injury like this, 
© and when her reputation was ſo rays aſperſed, 


© it would be criminal to ſuffer the vile inyenters 
| | 6 to 
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. Miſs Mancex and Mrs. Monc Av. 73 
do paſs unexpoſed. She inſiſted on being con- 
( fronted with her accuſers, a privilege allowed to 
due greateſt criminals, and by the ſevereſt judges, 
( tnerefore ſurely could not be refuſed by a father 
do a daughter, on a charge ſo highly improbable, 
and for which no lghtneſs in her conduct ever 
gave the leaſt ground.” ; 
As Mrs. Maynard was in this part of her narra- 
ive, a bell rang, which informed us that dinner was 
ready, and we were wad on obliged to poſt- 
bone the continuation of the hiſtory of the two 
- young friends, till a more convenient opportunity. 


In the afternoon, before we roſe from table, four 
ladies came to drink tea with this admirable ſociety, 
No addition was neceſſary to render the converſation 
amuſing; but the ſtrangers ſeemed to look on the 
ladies of the houſe with ſuch gratitude and venera- 
tion, and were treated by them with ſo much friendly 
= politeneſs, as gave me pleaſure, I found by the 
various enquiries after different perſons, that theſe 
viſitors likewiſe lived in a large ſociety, When 
they roſe up to take leave, Mrs. Trentham propo- 
cd to walk part of the way home with them. No 
one objected to it, for the evening was inviting, 
and they had deſigned to ſpend it in the park, 
rhrough which theſe ladies were to paſs ; for Lady 
Alary obſerved, that © after having ſhewn us the 
beauties of the place, they ought to exhibit the 

riches of it.? 5 
he park is cloſe to one fide of the houſe; it is 
ot quite three miles round; the inequality of the 
ground much increaſes its beauty, and the timber 
Ws <markably fine. We could plainly perceive it 
ad been many years in the poſſeſſion of good cco- 
omiſts, who, unprompted by neceſſity, did not 
ink the profit that might ariſe from the ſale, a 
E __ ſufficient 
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. 
5 


ſufficient inducement to deprive it of ſome {ne Ml 


trees, which are now decaying, but ſo happily Wi 
Placed, that they are made more venerable, and 


ons. K. 


not leſs beautiful by their declining age. TE 


5 


J 
- 


Va 
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park is much ornamented by two or three fine 
ieces of water; one of them is a very noble ca- 
nal, ſo artfully terminated by an elegant bridge, 
beyond which is a wood, that it there appears like zl 
ne river vaniſhing from the eye. 7 
Mrs. Morgan ſtopped us in one ſpot, ſaying, WM 
© from hence, as Lady Mary obſetved, u may 
© behold our riches, that building, pointing to 8 
< what we thought a pretty temple) which perhaps al 
you imagine deſigned only for ornament or plea-W 
© fure, is a very large pigeon houfe, that affords 3 
* ſufficient ſupply to our family, and many of ou Wl 
© neighbours. That hill on your right-hand is al 
< warren, prodigioufly ſtocked with rabbits ; this 
canal, and theſe other pieces of water, as vel 
< as the river you ſaw this morning, furniſh ou Wil 
table with a great profuſion of fiſh. You will 
« eaſily believe from the great number of deer you 
£ ſee around us, that we have as much veniſon »8l 
we can uſe, either in preſents to our friends, oil 
< our own family. Hares, and all forts of gam 
< likewiſe abound here; ſo that, with the help of 
< good dairy, perhaps no ſituation eyer more amp 
< afforded all the neceſſaries of life. "Theſe are in- 
< deed our riches; here we have almoſt every thin 
s we can want, for a very ſmall proportion of than 
< expence which others are at to procure them.. 
Such a ſituation, ſaid I, would be danger 
to many people, for if, as ſome have ſuppoſes 
« and; in regard to a great part of the world, nn 
c fear with truth, mutual wants are the great ban 
£ of ſociety, a perſon thus placed, would be eest 
danger of feeling himſelf ſo independent a voy 1 
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! . 33 might tempt him to diſclaim all commerce 
( with mankind, ſince he could not be benefitted 
oy them. He would look on himſelf in the light 
of a rich man gaming with ſharpers, with a great 
ob ability of oſing, and a certainty of never be- 
(ing a gainer. 5 ; | 
do not think the danger, replied Lady Mary, 
a —_ great as you imagine, even though we allow 
= - that ſociety ariſes from the motive you mention. 
However fortune may have ſet us above any bo- 
diy wants, the mind will ſtill have many which 
would drive us into ſociety. Reaſon wiſhes for 
communication and improvement; benevolence 
l longs for objects on which to exert itſelf; the ſo- 
F< cial comforts of friendſhip are fo neceſſary to our 
—_ happineſs, that it would be impoſſible not to en- 
deavour to enjey them. In ſickneſs the languor 
of our minds makes us wiſh for the amuſements 
of converſation; in health the vivacity of our 
f ſpirits leads us to deſire it. To avoid pain we 
1 < {ck after corporeal conveniencies, to procure 
u pleaſure we aim at mental enjoyments; and, I be- 
F< lieve, if we obſerve the general courſe of mens 
actions, we ſhall fee them at leaſt as ſtrongly ac- 
n- tuated by the deſire of pleaſure, as by the fear 
i of pain; though philoſophers, who have formed 
if their judgments more on reaſon than the know- 
n. ledge of mankind, may have thought otherwiſe.” 
© think, faid Mrs. Selyyn, ſomebody has af< 
"RS ſerted, that he who could live without ſociety 
muſt be more than a God, or leſs than a man'; 
the latter part of this afſertion would have held 
good had he carried it farther, and ſaid lower 
than a brute, for there is no creature in the uni- 
verſe that is not linked into ſome ſociety, except 
we allow the exiſtence of that exploded and un- 
ſociable bird the Phoenix.” 
E 2 
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oppoſite. How little ſociety 1 
in what you call the world ? It might more pro. 1 


of ſocial comforts. 


£ cards, no aſlemblies, no plays, no maſquerade : : 
| * Vn 


Tan HisTronrY 'SE-7 7 
J am ſurprized, interrupted Lamont, to hea 
ladies, who ſeclude themſelves from the world 
in this ſolitary though beautiful place, io ſt rong- 7 
ly plead for ſociety,” EH 
Do you then, replied Mrs. Mancel, miſtake 4 
crowd for ſociety ? I know not two things more 

is there to be found 


perly be compared to that ſtate of war, which 
Hobbes ſuppoſes the firſt condition of mankind i 
The ſame vanities, the ſame paſſions, the ſame MW 
ambition, reign in almoſt every breaſt ; a con. i 
ſtant deſire to ſupplant, and a continual fear of 
being ſupplanted, keep the minds of thoſe who Wl 
have any views at all in a ſtate of unremitted 
tumult and envy; and thoſe who have no aim in 
their actions, are tao irrational to have a notion i 
The love, as well as the 
pleaſures of ſociety, is founded in reaſon, and can- 
not exiſt in thoſe minds which are filled with irra- 
tional purſuits, Such indeed might claim a place 
in the ſociety of birds and beaſts, though few 
would deſerve to be admitted amongſt them, but 
that of reaſonable beings muſt be founded in rea Wl 
ſon. What I underſtand by fociety is a ſtate of 
mutual confidence, e eee and correſ· 
ondent affections; where numbers are thus uni- 
ed, there will be a free communication of ſent nel 
ments, and we ſhall then find ſpeech, that pecu-: 
liar bleſſing given to man, a valuable gift indeed; 
but when we ſee it reſtrained by ſuſpicien, ol 
contaminated by detraction, we rather wonder 
that ſo dangerous a power was truſted with 2 
race of beings, who ſeldom make a proper uſe 4 


— 
* 
* 


< You will pity us perhaps becauſe we have 0 ; ; 
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in this ſolitary place. The firſt we might have if 
=> = choſe ir, r are they totally diſclaimed by us; 
but while we can with ſafety ſpeak our own 
= B thoughts, and with pleaſure read thoſe of wiſer 
—_—_ pc:ons, we are not _— to be often reduced ts 


them. We wiſh not for large aſſemblies, becauſe 

we do not deſire to drown converſation in noiſe; 
„(the amuſing fictions of dramatic writers are not 

þ SE neccilary where nature affords us ſo many real de- 

i nants; and as we are not afraid of ſhewing our 

e £ hearts, we have no occaſion to conceal our per- 

„ ons, in order to obtain either liberty of ſpeech 

or action.” 


What a ſerious world ſhould we have, Madam, 


1 g rcplicd Lamont, if you were to regulate our con- 
duct !' = 

hy no means, Sir, anſwered Mrs, Mancel, I 
e © wiſh to make only theſe alterations, to change 
„ noiſe for real mirth, flutter for ſettled chearfulnets, 
affected wit for rational converſation ; and would 
but have that degree of diflipation baniſhed, which 
x © deprives people of time for reflection on the mo- 
tives for, and conſequences of, their actions, that 
„ their pleaſures may be real and permanent, and 
followed neither by repentance nor puniſhment. 
I would wiſh them to have leiſure to conſider b 


whom they were ſent into the world, and for 
What purpoſe, and to learn, that their happineſs 
_ cons in fulfilling the deſign of their Maker, in 
prcriding for their own greateſt felicity, and 
contributing all that is in their power to the 
* convenience of others.” 3 | 

* You ſeem, Madam, anſwered Lamont, to 
< Chooſe to make us all ſlaves to each other? 

= © No, Sir, replied Mrs, Mancel, I would only 
make you friends, Thoſe who are really ſuch 
| are continually endeayouring to ſerve and oblige 
3 © each 
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each other; this reciprocal communication of be- 
* nefits ſhould be univerſal, and then we might 


with reaſon be fond of this world. 

* But, faid Lamont, this reciprocal communi. 
cation is impoſſible ; what ſervice can a poor man 
do me? I may relieve him, but how can he re- 
turn the obligation??? | 

© It is he, anfwered Mrs. Mancel, who firſt con- 
ferred it, in giving you an opportunity of reliey- 
ing him. The pleaſure he has afforded you, is 
as far ſuperior to the gratification you have pro- 
cured him, as it is more bleſſed to give than to 
receive. Vou will perhaps ſay of him, as the 
apothecary in Romeo and Juliet does of himſelf, 
and tell me that, 


„His poverty and not his will conſents,” 
So let it be, and do you 
« Pay his poverty and not his will.” 


But certainly the higheſt ſatisfaction is on your 
ſide, and much obliged you are to that poverty, 
which enables you to obtain ſo great a gratifica- 
tion. But. do not think the poor can make no 
adequate return. The greateſt} pleaſure this world 
can give us is that of being beloved, but how 
ſhould we expect to obtain love without deſervin 
it? Did you ever ſee any one that was not fon 
of a dog that fondled him? Is it then poſhble to 
be inſenſible to the affection of a rational be- 
ing?“ 
8 Ic Mr. Lamont, ſaid one of the viſitors, has 
not ſo high a ſenſe of the pleaſure of being grate- 
fully loved and eſteemed, we ought not to blame 
him ; he, perhaps, like the greateſt part of- the 
| world, 
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e world, has not fufficiently tried it, to be a pro- 
« per judge; Mrs. Mancel is certainly very deep in 
this knowledge, and her opinion may be received 
cas almoſt an infallible deciſion, . ſince it is found- 
© ed on long experience; and how nobly does ſhe 
« calm the eager wiſhes of impotent gratitude, in 
« declaring herſelf to be the moſt benefitted when 
« ſhe confers obligations.” 

This was uttered with ſo much warmth, and 
accompanied by looks ſo expreflive of affection and 
grateful ſenſibility, that I plainly ſaw it proceeded 
from ſomething more than mere ſpeculative appro- 
bation. Lamont declared, that he was well con- 
« yinced of the juſtneſs of what Mrs. Mancel had 
ſaid ; at firſt it appeared rather a ſentiment uttered 
in ſport, than an opinion which could be proved 
by argument; but that a little reflexion on one's 
own ſenſations, would afford ſufficient conviction 
of the truth of her aſſertion, and that the general 
errors in the conduct of mankind plainly evinced 
they were of the ſame opinion, though they of- 
ten miſtook the means ; for what, continued he, 
do people ruin themſelves by pomp and ſplendor, 
hazard their lives in the purſuits of ambition, 
and, as Shakeſpeare ſays, 
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“ Seek the bubble reputation even in the can- 
“ non's mouth; 


But to gain popular applauſe and eſteem ? For 
what do others throw away their time in uſeleſs 
civilities, and pou flatter all they meet, but. 
in hopes of pleaſing? Even thoſe who make it 
their buſineſs to ſlander merit, and exaggerate 
tae faults of others, do it from a deſire of raiſing 
thmſelves in the opinion of mankind, by low- 

E 4 WARS. — 
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© ering thoſe who may be brought into compariſon 
with them.“ X 5 . 
During this converſation we had advanced with- 
in a field of the houſe, and the ladies ſtopped to 
take their leave, ſaying, as the evening was too 
< far advanced to ſuffer them to make any ſtay with 
© their good friends, they would not diſturb them 
by juſt entering their doors. But as ſome parley 
enſued, ſeveral ladies who had ſeen us from the 
windows ran out, juſt to pay their compliments 
to the worthy inhabitants of Millenium-Hall.. Fhe 
leafure of this ſhort meeting ſeemed reciprocal, 
and both fides appeared unwilling to part, but the 
| ſetting ſun admoniſhed us to return. | 
The houſe to which we had fo nearly approached 
was a very large, old manſion, and its inhabitants fo 
numerous, that I was curious to know how ſo man 
became aſſembled together. Mrs. Maynard ſaid, 
that © if ſhe did not fatisfy my inquiries, I was 
in "great danger of remaining ignorant of the 
nature of that ſociety, as her friends would not 
© be eafily prevailed with to break ſilence on that 
© ſubject. - | | | 
"2 T heſe ladies, ſaid ſhe, long beheld with com- 
paſſion the wretched fate of thoſe women, who 
from ſcantineſs of fortune, and pride of family, 
are reduced to become dependent, and to bear all 
the inſolence of wealth, from ſuch as will receive 
them into their families; theſe, though in ſome 
meaſure voluntary flaves, yet ſufer all the evils 
of the ſevereſt ſervitude, and are, I believe, .the 
moſt unhappy part of the creation. Sometimes 
they are unqualified to gain a maintenance, edu- 
cated, as it is called, genteelly, or, in other words, 
1dly, they are ignorant of every thing that might 
give them ſuperior abilities to the lower rank of 
people, and their birth renders them leſs r 
| | able 
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Miſs Mancer, and Mrs. Moxkc av. 97 
e able ſervants to many, who have not generoſity 
enough to treat them as they ought, and yet do 
© not chooſe while they are acting the miſtreſs, per- 
« haps too haughtily, to feel the ſecret reproaches 
« of their own hearts. Poſſibly pride may ſtill oftener 
© reduce theſe indigent gentlewomen into this 
c wretched ſtate of dependance, and therefore the 
« world is leſs inclined to pity them; but my friends 
« ſce human weakneſs in another light. 
They imagine themſelves too far from perfec- 
tion to have any title to expect it in others, and 
think, that there are none in whom pride is ſo ex- 
cuſable as in the poor; for if there is the ſmalleſt 
ſpark of it in their compoſitions, and who is en- 
tirely free from it? the frequent neglects and in- 
dignities they meet with muſt keep it continually 
alive, If we are deſpiſed for caſual defieiencies, 
we naturally ſeek in ourſelves for fome merit, to 
reſtore us to that dignity in our own eyes, which 
thoſe humiliating mortifications would otherwiſe 
debaſe. Thus we learn to ſet too great a value on 
what we ſtill poſſeſs, whether advantages, of birth, 
education, or natural talents ; any thing will ſerve 
for a reſource to mortified pride; and as every 
thing grows by oppoſition and perſecution, we 
cannot wonder, if the opinion of ourſelves in- 
creaſes by the ſame means. 

To perfons in this way of thinking, the pride 
which reduces many to be, what is called with too 
little humanity, toad-eaters, does not render them 
unworthy of compaſſion. Therefore for the relief 
of this race they bought that large manſion. | 
They drew up ſeveral regulations, to ſecure the 
peace and good order of the ſociety they deſign- 
ed to form, and ſending a copy of it to all their 
« acquaintance, told them, that any gentleman's 


daughter, whoſe * was unblemiſhed, might, 
5 | — 


S W W * 


2 TRE HISTORY or 
© if ſhe defired it, on thoſe terms, be received into 


8 
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— 


* 


that ſociety.” : | 
I begged, if it was not too much trouble, to 


know what the regulations were. 
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* The firſt rule, continued Mrs. Maynard, was, 
that whoever choſe to take the Rind of this aſy- 
lum, for ſuch I may juſtly call it, ſhould depoſite, 
in the hands of a CREE appointed for that purpoſe, 
whatever fortune ſhe was miſtreſs of, the ſecuri 

being approved by her and her friends, and re- 
maining in her poſſeſſion. On leaving the fo- 
ciety, her fortune ſhould be repaid, her, the in- 


tereſt in the mean time being appropriated to the 


uſe of the community. The great deſign of this 
was to preſerve an exact equality between them ; 
for it was not expected, that the intereſt. of an 
of their fortunes. ſhould pay the allowance they 
were to have for their cloaths. If any appeared 
to have ſecreted part of her fortune, ſhe ſhould be 
expelled the ſociety. 


_ © Secondly, Each perſon to have a bed-chamber 


to herſelf, but the eating- Parlour and drawing- 
room in common. 


R „ „„ „ 


* Thirdly, All things for rational amuſement 


ſhall be provided for the — ; muſical inſtru- 


ments, of whatever fort they ſhall chuſe, books, 
tents for work, and in ſhort conveniencies for — 
kind of employment. 

Fourthly, They muſt conform to very regular 
hours. 


« Fifthly, An houſe-keeper will be appointed to 


manage the houſehold affairs, and a ſufficient 
number of ſervants provided. 


* Sixthly, Each perſon ſhall alternately, a week 


© at a time, preſide at the table, and give what fa- 
s mily orders may be requiſite. 


6 * Twenty-five pounds a year ſhall he 
allowed 
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allowed to each perſpn for her cloaths and pocket 
expences. ; | eee 

« Eighthly, Their dreſs ſhall be quite plain and 
neat, but not particular nor uniform. | 
« Ninthly, The expences of ſickneſs ſhall be diſ- 
charged by the patroneſſes of this ſociety. i 
« Tenthly, If any one of the ladies behaves with 


imprudence, ſhe ſhall be diſmiſſed, and her fortune 


returned; likewiſe if any ſhould, by turbulence or - 


pettiſhneſs of temper, diſturb the ſociety, it ſhall 
be in the power of the reſt of them to expel her; 
a majority of three parts of the community being 
for the expulſion, and this to be performed by 
ballotting. 

« Eleventhly, a good table and every thing 


be provided. 
< Theſe were the principal articles; and in leſs 
than two months a dozen. perſons of different ages 
were eſtabliſhed in the houſe, who ſeemed tho- 
roughly delighted with their ſituation. At the re- 
queſt of one of them, who had a friend that wiſhed 
to be admitted, an order was foon added, by the 
conſent of all, that gave leave for any perſon who 
would conform eta lll to the rules of the houſe, 
to board there for ſuch length of time, as ſhould 
be agrecable to herſelf and the ſociety, for the 
price of an hundred pounds a year, fifty for any 
child ſhe might have, twenty for a maid- ſervant, 
and thirty for a man. 8 
The number of this ſociety is now increafed to 
thirty, four ladies board there, one of whom has 
two children, and there are five young ladies, 
the eldeſt not above twelve years old, whoſe 
mothers being. dead, and their families related 
to ſome of the ſociety, their kinſwomen have 
undertaken their education ; theſe likewiſe pay 
| "ru © ar 
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able to the convenience of a gentlewoman, ſhall 
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an hundred pounds a year each. It has frequent- 
© ly happened, that widow ladies have come into 
© this ſociety, till their year of deep mourning was 
ö 5 r 
With theſe aſſiſtances the ſociety now ſubſiſts W 
with the utmoſt plenty and convenience, without 
any additional expence to my good friends, ex- 
cept a communication of what this park affords; 
as our ſteward provides them with every thin 
and has the entire direction of the. houſehold 
affairs, which he executes with the moſt ſenſible 
I ſhould imagine, faid I, it were very difficult 
to preſerve a comfortable harmony among ſo many 
1 and conſequently ſuch variety of tem- 
ers? >, | . | | 
« Certainly, anſwered Mrs. Maynard, it is not 
without its difficulties, For the firſt year of this 
eſtabliſhment my friends dedicated moſt of their 
time and attention to this new community, who 
were every day either at the hall, or theſe ladies 
with them, endeavouring to cultivate in this ſiſter- 
hood that ſort of diſpoſition which is moſt pro- 
ductive of peace. By their example and ſuggeſ- 
tions, (for it is difficult to give unreſerved advice 
where you may be ſuſpected of a defign to dictate) 
by their examples and ſuggeſtions therefore, the) 
led them to induſtry, and ſhewed it to be necel- 
fary to all ſtations, as the baſis of almoſt every 
virtue. An idle mind, like fallow ground, is 
the ſoil for every weed to grow in; in it vice 
ſtrengthens, the ſeed of every vanity flouriſhes un- 
moleſted and luxuriant; diſcontent, malignity, 
ili humour, ſpread far and wide, and the mind 
becomes a chaos, which it ts beyond human power 
to call into order and beauty. This therefore my 
good friends laboured to expel from their infant 
« cftabliſh» 
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Miss Manczr and Mrs. Moxcaw, 3g 
s efabliſhment. They taught them that it was the 
© duty of every perſon to be of ſervice to others. 
© That thoſe whoſe hands and minds were by the 
© fxvours of fortune exempt from the neceſſity of 
© Jabouring for their own ſupport, ought to be em- 
ployed for ſuch as are deſtitute of theſe advant- 
ages. They got this ſiſterhood to join with them 
in working for the poor people, in viſiting, in 
admoniſhing, in teaching them wherever their ſi- 
tuations required theſe ſervices. Where they found 
that any of theſe ladies had a taſte for gardening 
drawing, muſic, reading, or any manual or menta] 
art, they cultivated. it, aſſiſted them in the plea- 
ſanteſt means, and by various little ſchemes have 
kept up theſe inclinations with all the ſpirit of 
purſuit, which is requiſite to preſerve moſt minds 
from that ſtate of languidneſs and inactivity, 
whereby life is rendered wearifome to thoſe who 
have never found it unfortunate. | 
By ſome regulations made as occaſions occur- 
red, all burdenſome forms are expelled. The 
whole ſociety indeed muſt aſſemble at morning 
and evening prayers, and at meals, if ſicknefs 
does not prevent, but every other ceremonious 
dependence is baniſhed ; they form into diiferent 
parties of amuſement as beſt ſuit their inclina- 
tions, and. ſometimes when we go to ſpend the 
afternoon there, we ſhall find a party at cards in 
one room, in another ſome at work, while one is 
reading aloud, and in a ſeparate chamber a. ſet 
joining 1n a little concert, though none of them 
are great proficients in muſic ; while two or three 
ſhall be retired into their own rooms, ſome gone 
out to take the air, for it has ſeldom happened 
to them to have leſs than two boarders at a time 
who each keep an equipage ; while others ſhall-be 
amuſing themſelves in the garden, or walking - 
; the 
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c the very pleaſant meadows which ſurround thei 
+ © „ „„ 
As no one is obliged to ſtay a minute longer in 
© company than ſhe chuſes, ſhe naturally retires 2 
© ſoon as it grows diſpleaſing to her, and does not 
© return till ſhe is prompted by inclination, and con- 
© ſequently well diſpoſed to amuſe and be amuſed, 
© They live in the very ſtrict practice of all religi- 
© ous duties; and it is not to be imagined how much 
© good they have done in the neighbourhood ; how 
© much by their care the manners of the poorer 
£ people are reformed, and their neceſlities relieyed, 
© though without the diſtribution of much money; 
© I fay much, becauſe, ſmall as their incomes are, 
there are many who impart out o that little to 
© thoſe who have much leſs. | 

Their viſits to us are frequent, and we are on 
© ſuch a footing, that they never impede any of our 
< employments. My friends always inſiſted whey 
© they waited on the community, that not one of 
© the ſiſterhood ſhould diſcontinue whatever they 
© found her engaged in; this gave them the hint 
© to do the ſame by us, and it is a rule, that no 
© book is thrown aſide, no pen laid down at their 
© entrance. There are always ſome of us manual] 
© employed, who are at leiſure to converſe, and if 
© the viſit is not very ſhort, part of it is generally 
© ſpent in hearing one of the girls read aloud, . who 
© take it by turns through a great part of the day; 
the only difference made for this addition to the 
company is a change of books, that they may 
not hear only part of a ſubject, and begin by a 
broken thread. Thus they give no interruption, 
© and therefore neither trouble us, nor are them- 
« ſelves ſcrupulous about coming, ſo that few days 
b paſs without our ſeeing ſome of them, though 
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Miſs MancEL. and Mrs. MorGan.  . 7 
frequently only early enough to accompany us in, 
Hur walks, or partake of our muſic,” 
Have you not, ſaid Lamont, been obliged to 

expel many from the community? Since you do 

not allow petulancy of temper, nor any light- . 
neſs of conduct, I ſhould expect a continual re- 

volution.' 5 > 2 ; Nel 

By no means, anſwered Mrs. Maynard, ſince 

the eſtabliſhment of the community, there has 

been but one expelled ; and another finding her- 

ſelf in danger of 2 the ſame ſentence, and 

] believe inwardly diſguſted with a country life, 

retired of her own free choice. Some more hav 
rendered themſelves fo diſagreeable, that the que- 

ſtion has been put to the ballot ; but the fear of 
being diſmiſſed made them ſo diligent to get the 

majority on their fide, before the hour appointed 

for deciſion arrived, that it has been determined 

in their favour, and the earneſt deſire not to be 

brought into the ſame hazard again, inducing 

them to mend their tempers, ſome of theſe are 

now the moſt amiable people in the whole com- 

munity. 5 

As for levity of conduct they are pretty well 

ſecured from it, by being expoſed to few tempta- 

tions in this retired place. | 

Some, as in the courſe of nature muſt happen, 

have died, and moſt gf them bequeathed what 
little they had towards conſtituting a fund for the 

continuation of the community. More of them 
have marricd ; ſome to perſons who knew them 

before, others to gentlemen in the neighbour- 

hood, or ſuch as happened to come into it; 


” whom their admirable conduct recommended 
them.“ 
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89 - THE HISTORY oF 
T could not help exclaiming, In what a heaven 


do you live, thus ſurrounded by * who owe 


call their happineſs to your goodneſs! This is, in- 
© deed, imitating your Creator, and in ſuch pro- 
portion as your faculties will admit, partaking of 
© his felicity, ſince you can no where caſt your eyes, 
< without beholding numbers who derive every 
© earthly good from your bounty, and are indebted 
< to your care and example for a reaſonable hope of 
© eternal happineſs | | 5 
© I will not, ſaid Mrs. Maynard, give up my 
ſhare of the felicity you ſo juſtly imagine theſe 
ladies muſt enjoy, though I have no part in what 
occaſions it. When I reflect on all the bleſſings 
they impart, and ſee how happineſs flows, as it 
were, in an uninterrupted current from their 
hands and lips, I am overwhelmed with gratitude 
© to the Almighty diſpoſer of my fate, for having 
© ſo mercifully thrown me into ſuch a feene of 
© felicity, where every hour yields true heart-felt 
© joy, and fills me with thankſgivings to Him, 
< who enables them thus to diſpenſe innumerable 
< bleflings, and ſo greatly rewards them already 
< by the joyful confcioutneſs of having obeyed 
5 Him.” | ; 1 
The Ladies at this time were at too great a 
diſtance to hear our converſation; for not chuſing 
to be preſent while their actions were the ſubjects 
of diſcourſe, they had gradually ſtrayed from us. 
Upon enquiring of my couſin, whether the perſons 
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4 


in the large community we had been talking of 


brought any fortunes with them, ſhe told me that 
< moſt of them had a trifle, ſome not more than 
© an hundred pounds. That in general the ladies 


- © choſe to admit thoſe who had leaſt, as their ne- 
6 ceſlities were greateſt, except where ſome parti- 
© cular circumſtances rendered protection more re- 
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Miſs ManceL and Mrs. Mox&6an. + 8g 
# quiſite to others. That the houſe not being 
WT © large enough to contain more than were already 

© eftabliſhed in it, they have been obliged to refuſe 
© 2dmiflion to many, and eſpecially ſome young 
© women of near two thouſand pounds fortune, 
© the expenſive turn of the world now being ſuch, 
© that no gentlewoman can live genteelly on the 
© intereſt of that ſum, and they prefer this Society 
© to a retirement in a country town. Some who 


| 1 wiſhed to board, have likewiſe been refuſed. As 


© the expences of the firſt community fall fo far 
* ſhort of their expectation, and the ſums appro- 
W < priated for that purpoſe, they determined to hazard 
another of the ſame kind, and have juſt concluded 
mana treaty for a ſtill larger manſion, at about three 
* miles diſtance, and by the perſons now waiting 
© for it, they have reaſon to believe it will not be 
© leſs ſucceſsful than the other, nor more expenſive z - 
© but ſhould they be miſtaken in that particular, 
they have laid aſide a fund ſufficient to diſcharge 
© it.” Their ſcheme I find is to have ſome of the 
ladies down to Millenium-Hall, as ſoon as they 
have made the'purchaſe, and there they are to remain, 
while the neceſſary repairs and additions are making 
to the houſe deſigned for their habitation, which 
they imagine will not be compleated in leſs than 
half a year. They hope, by having the firſt ad- 
mitted part of the community thus in the houſe 
with them for ſo long a time, to compenſate, in 
a good degree, for the diſadvantages of being 
ſettled ſo much farther from them. The ſiſterhood 
of the other ſociety, likewiſe, in pity to thoſe who 
are expoſed to the ſame ſufferings from which 
they have been delivered, have offered to croud 
themſelves for a few months, in order to leave va- 
cant rooms for ſome who are deſtined to the other 


houſe, till they can be there accommodated. Theſe 
allo 


- 


ant His Tory CF. 
' alſo will be fitted for their new way of life, and 
taught to aim at the happineſs enjoyed in this com- 
munity, by the ſame means that they have attained 
to it. | TN | 
Our ſubje& ended with our walk. Supper was 
ſerved as ſoon as we entered the houſe, and general 
converſation concluded the evening. Fe 
Had I not been led by ſeveral facts to repeat al. 
ready ſo many converſations, I ſhould be induce 
not to bury ail that paſſed at this time in filence; 
but though I have taken the liberty, when the re- 
lation of facts naturally led to it, to communicate 
ſuch diſcourſes as were pertinent to the ſubject, it 
would be preſuming too far on your time, to re- 
peat converſations which did not ſerve to illuſtrate 
any particular actions, however worthy they may 
be of recollection. I ſhall therefore only ſay, that 
it was not with leſs reluctance I retired to my 
chamber, at the hour of bed-time, than the night 
before, = 
The next morning proved rainy, which pre- 
vented me from making any early excurſion. But 
as it cleared up about eleven o'clock, Lamont and 
I went into the garden, to enjoy the fragrance 
which every herb and flower exhales at this time of 
the year, after the deſirable refreſhment of gentle 
ſhowers. I conducted him to the flower garden, 
which had ſo much delighted me the morning de⸗ 
fore; and we had not paid due admiration to all 
the vegetable beauties there exhibited to our view, 
when Mrs, Maynard joined us. 
J told her, It was but a poor compliment to 
© her converſation, to ſay, I longed for her com- 
» © pany, ſince now my curioſity might occaſion that 
_ © impatience, which I ſhould nevertheleſs have 
felt, had I not been left in painful ſuſpence, "2 
| . 98 


Mifs MANcET and Mrs. Moxc Aw. or 
« the interruption we had received the day before, 
in the midſt of her narrative.” . 
It would be unnatural, ſaid ſhe, for a woman 
W © to quarrel with curioſity; fo far from complain- 
ing of yours, I am come merely with a deſign 
« to gratify it, and only expect you will judge of 
my deſire to oblige you, by my readineſs in obey- 
© ing your commands, were I myſelf the ſub- 
« ject, the motive for my obedience might be equi- 
vocal.“ | 
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1% MANCEL and Mrs. MORGAN. 
Hiſtory continued. 


I Think, continued Mrs. Maynard, we Ieft Miſs 
Melvyn requiring to be confronted by her ac- 
cuſer, a requeſt which her mother-in-law was not 
inclined to grant; for though in her dealings with 
young Simon, ſhe had perceived ſuch a degree of 
ſolicitude for his own intereſt, and ſuch flagrant 
proofs of want of integrity, that ſhe did not doubt 
but that by promiſing him the farm, on rather 
better terms than ſhe had yet conſented to, he 
might be prevailed with to join ſo far in her ſcheme, 
as to aſſert any thing to Sir Charles, yet ſhe dared 
not venture to produce him face to face to Miſs 
Melvyn, fearing leſt his aſſurance ſhould fail him 
on ſo ſevere a trial. | 
She replied, therefore, that, the proofs were 
* too ſtrong to. admit of doubt, but ſhe could not 
* think of expoſing Miſs Melvyn to the mortifica- 
tion of hearing her depravity witnefled by, per- 
haps, 
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* haps, the laſt perſon whom ſhe expeRed' ſhould | 


acknowledge it Befides, that by fuch an eclat the 
* diſgrace would infallibly become public, and ſhe 


de deprived of the only means left her of reſcuing i 
* her reputation from that infamy, to which, in a Ml 


very ſhort time, it muſt have been irrecoverahly 
* 


condemned; for it could not be ſuppoſed, that 
Mr. Morgan would accept as his wife a woman 
* with a ſullied character. 85 

M.iſs Melvyn was almoſt diſtracted, at being both 
fo injuriouſly accuſed, and denied the liberty of de- 
fending herſelf; ſhe begged, ſhe intreated, on her 
knees, that Sir Charles would not ſuffer her to fall 
a prey to ſuch undeſerved malice. She aſſerted her 


innocence in the ftrongeſt and moſt perſuaſive 


terms, and inſiſted ſo warmly on her demand of 
being confronted with her accuſers, that her, father 
2 inclined to grant her juſt requeſt. Lady 
Melvyn perceiving he began to comply, repeated 
her refuſal in. the moſt peremptory manner; and de- 
claring to Miſs Melvyn, that ſhe had no other choice 
left her, but either to reſolve to marry Mr. Mor- 
gan, or to be expoſed to ſhame, in being 2 
diſclaimed by her parents, who would no longer ſuf- 
fer her to remain in their houſe, led Sir Charles out 
of the room; and he, though reluctant, dared not 
refuſe to accompany her. NP. 

_ Miſs Melvyn was now left to refle& on this 
dreadful alternative. Filled with horror at the 
ſhocking conduct of her mother-in-law, terrified 
with her threats, and ſenfible there was no vil- 
lainy ſhe was not capable of perpetrating, . rather 


than give up a point ſhe was thus determined to 


carry, ſhe was incapable of forming any reſolution. 


dhe ran to her friend, to ſeek from her that advice 


and conſolation, which her own diſtracted thoughts 
could not afford her. , AR OP Mis 
S ils 
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Miſs Mancer and Mrs. Mond Amr. 9 
| Miſs Mancel was ſo ſtruck with the terror and 
amazement which were till impreſſed on Miſs 
Melvyn's countenance, that ſhe had not for ſome 
time courage to aſk the cauſe. Trembling with 
fears of ſhe knew not what, ſhe embraced her 
diſtreſſed friend with an air of ſuch tender, though 
filent ſympathy, as ſoftened the horror of Miſs 
Melvyn's mind, and brought a ſhower of tears to 
her relief, which at length enabled her to relate all 
that had paſſed between her and her parents, 
Louiſa found it much eaſier to join in her friend's 
grief than to adminiſter conſolation, She knew 
not what to adviſe; two artleſs, virtuous young 
women were ill qualified to contend with lady 
Melvyn, eſpecially in an affair which could not be 
rendered public without hazarding Miſs Melvyn's 
character; for reputation is ſo delicate a thing, that 
the leaſt ſurmize caſts a blemiſh on it; the woman 
who is ſuſpected is diſgraced ; and though lady 
Melvyn did not ſtand high in the public opinion, yet 
it was ſcarcely poſſible for any one to believe ſhe 
could be guilty of ſuch flagrant wickedneſs; 

Miſs Melvyn had a very ſtrong diſlike to Mr, 
Morgan, whoſe diſpoſition and age appeared equally 
ill-ſuited to hers; to enter into wedlock without 
any proſpect of ſocial happineſs, ſeemed to her one of 
the greateſt misfortunes in life ; but what was ſtill of 
more weight in her eſtimation, ſhe thought it the 
higheſt injuſtice to marry a man whom ſhe could 
not love, as well as a very criminal mockery of the 
moſt ſolemn vows: On the other fide, ſhe con- 
ſidered, that to preſerve her reputation was not only 
neceſſary to her own happineſs, but a duty to ſociety. 
* It is true, ſaid ſhe, I am not placed in a ve 
* conſpicuous ſphere of life, but T am far from bein 
of a rank ſo obſcure, that my actions will affect no 
one but myſelf; nor indeed do I know any ſo _ 

- © + man 
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but that they have their equals who may copy 
< after them, if they have no inferiors. The ears 
of our virtue we owe to ourſelves, the preſerya. 
tion of our characters is due to the world, and 
both are required by Him, who commands us to 
preſerve ourſelves pure and unpolluted, and tg 
contribute as far as we are able to the well-being 
of all his creatures. Example is the means given 
univerſally to all whereby to benefit ſociety, | 
therefore look on it as one of our principal duties, 
to avoid every imputation of evil; for vice ap- 
pears more or leſs hateful, as it becomes more or 
leſs familiar. Every vicious perſon abates the 
horror which it ſhould naturally excite in a vir- 
tuous mind, There is nothing ſo odious, to which 
cuſtom will not in ſome degree reconcile us ; can 
we expect then, that vice, which is not without 
its allurements, ſhould alone retain all its defor- 
mity, when we are familiarized to its appear- 
ance ?. I ſhould never therefore eſteem myſelf in- 
nocent, however pure my actions, if I incurred 
the reputation of being otherwiſe, when it was in 
my power to avoid it. With this way of think- 
ing, my Louiſa, you may imagine that I might 
be brought to believe it my duty to ſacrifice my 
eaſe of mind, to the preſervation of my character; 
but in my caſe, there is no choice; I muſt either 
add to the contamination of a very profligate 
world, or, in the face of Heaven, enter into the 
moſt ſolemn vows to love a man, whom the moſt 
I gan do, is not to hate. This is wilful perjury. 
In ſuch an alternative duty cannot direct me, and 
miſery muſt follow my deciſion, let me determine 
as I will.” - 
In this irreſolution, Miſs Melvyn left her friend, 
but the vent ſhe had given to her grief had greatly 
calmed her ſpirits, and reſtored her to the power of 
| | reflection. 
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Miſs Maxczr and Mrs. Moxc AN. 95 
Ss ;fcxion. At her entrance into the houſe, ſhe met 
Lady Melvyn, who with a very ſtern countenance, 
ordered her to go and entertain Mr. Morgan, who 
waited for her in the parlour. She found him alone, 
and as he began to renew his addreſſes, which a 
repulſe from her had not diſcouraged, ſince he hoped 
to ſucceed by the influence her parents had over her, 
ſhe immediately formed the reſolution of endeavour- 
ing to make him relinquiſh his pretenſions, in hopes, 
that if the refuſal came from him, he might be- 
come the object of her mother's indignation, and 
her perſecution might drop, at leaſt for a time. 
She therefore frankly told him, that © though her 
« affections were entirely diſengaged, yet he was ſo 
very repugnant to them, that it was impoſſible 
ſhe ſhould ever feel that regard for him, which 
he had a rizht to expect from his wife ; therefore 
intreated him, in conſideration of his own hap- 
pineſs, if hers were indifferent to him, not to 
perſiſt in a purſuit, which, if ſucceſsful, could 
not anſwer his hopes, but muſt reduce her to 
render herſelf wretched by becoming his wife, 
or to exaſperate her parents by refuſing him.“ She 
then added all her heart could ſuggeſt to flatter him 
into compliance with this requeſt. 
Mr, Morgan's foible was not an exceſs of deli- 
cacy ; he told her plainly, © he admired her elo- 
< quence prodigiouſly, but that there was more rhe- 
toric in her beauty, than any compoſition of 
words could contain; which pleading in direct 
contradiction to all ſhe had ſaid, ſhe-muſt excuſe 
him, 1f he was influenced by the more powerful 
oratory of her charms ;' and her good ſenſe and 
unexceptionable conduct convinced him, that 
when it became her duty to love him, the would 
no longer remain indifferent,” PRE 
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All Miſs Melvyn could urge to ſhew him du 

was but a very poor dependence, had no fort of i 
weight, and he parted-from her only more deter- 

mined to haſten the concluſion of their marriage, 

Lady Melvyn had not been idle all this time; 
ſhe had prevailed on young Simon to acquieſce in 
the queſtions ſhe put to him before Sir Charles, ei- 
ther by giving ſhort anſwers, or by down-caſt eyes, 
which ſignified aſſent. With this Sir Charles ac- 
quainted Miſs Melvyn, and inſiſted on her not 
thinking of expaſing herſelf to the indignity of 
having the whole * diſcuſſed in her preſence. 
All the indignation that undeſerved calumny can ex- 
cite in an innocent mind, could not have enabled 
Miſs Melvyn to bear being charged before ſo low 
a creature, with a paſſion for him, and ſtill leſs te 
have heard the ſuborned wretch pretend to con- 
feſs it. She therefore found no difficulty in obey- 
ang her father in that particular, and rather choſe 
to ſubmit to the imputation, than to undergo the 
Thame which ſhe muſt have ſuffered in endeavour- 
ing to confute it. She attempted to perſuade Sir 
Charles, © to permit her to ſtay in the houſe under 
< what reſtrictions he and his lady, ſhould think pro- 
£ per, till her conduct ſhould ſufficiently convince 

© him of her innocence, and not to force her into 
£ a hated marriage, or unjuſtly expoſe her to dif- 
grace and infamy.“ Her tears and intreaties 
would ſoon have ſoftened his heart; and as far as 
he dared, he ſhewed an inclination to comply with 
ſo reaſonable a propoſal ; but his lady eaſily obliged 
him to retract, and to deprive Miſs Melvyn. of all 
hopes of any mitigation of the ſentence already 

pronounced againſt her. 1 | 
Could ſhe without the loſs of reputation have fled 
to a remote part of the kingdom, and have hidden her- 


ſelf in ſome abſcure cottage, though reduced to 
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Mifs Maxckr and Mrs. MorGan. 97 
labour for a ſubſiſtence, ſhe would have thought it a 
gate far more eligible than becoming Mr, Morgan's 
Vite; but if ſhe thus turned fugitive and wanderer, 
in what light could ſhe expect to be ſeen. by the 
world? eſpecially, as Lady Melvyn would infallibly, 
to remove any blame from herſelf, be liberal in her 
aſperſions. In a retirement where no one knew her 
rank, family, or name, whatever diſgrace might be 
affixed to the latter, it would in ſome fort not touch 
her, freed from ſelf-reproach by innocence, and ſaved 
from the cenſure of her neighbours by their igno- 
rance ; but yet ſhe would not be leſs guilty of a vio- 
lation of her duty to ſociety, ſince ſhe muſt appear 
very culpable to thoſe who knew her, and contribute 
to the depravity of others, as far as was in her power, 
by an example which, her motives being unknown, 
would appear a very bad one. 

This conſideration determined her to ſacrifice her 
peace to her character; for by having told Mr. Mor- 
gan the true ſtate of her heart, ſhe had acquitted 
herſelf from any charge of attempting, by the gift of 
her hand, to deceive him into a belief that he was 
the object of her affections. She ſtill ' had ſcruples 
about entering into the matrimonial ſtate, on mo- 
tives ſo different from thoſe which ought to influence 
every one in an union of that kind : theſe were not 
to be removed, but ſhe imagined this might in ſome 
meaſure be excuſed, as the leaſt culpable part the 
could act; and ſince man was herein neither her 
judge nor accuſer, ſhe hoped the integrity of her 
mind would be received as ſome alleviation of a fault 
ſhe was thus forced to commit, ſince ſhe was deter- 
mined in the ftricteſt manner to adhere to every duty 
of her ſtation. 3 | 

Having formed this reſolution, ſhe went to con- 
fult her friend upon it, who was a perſon leſs perplex- 
<d, though ſcarcely leſs concerned, as their affections 
Were 
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were ſo ſtrongly united, that one could not ſuffer 
without the other's feeling equal pain, might poſſi. 
. bly be a calmer judge in ſo delicate a point. Louiſi 
ſubſcribed to her friend's ſentiments on the oceaſio 
only © defired her to conſider well, whether ſhe ſhould 
* be able to bear all the trials ſhe might meet with 
© in the married ſtate, when ſhe was entirely indif. 
© ferent to her huſband.” | 
My proſpect, ſaid Miſs Melvyn, I am ſenſible 
is extremely melancholy. All inclination muf 
now be laid aſide, and duey muſt become my ſole 
uide and director. Happineſs is beyond my view; 
J cannot even hope for eaſe, ſince I muſt keep 3 
conſtant reſtraint on my very thoughts. Indifter. 
ence will become criminal; and if I cannot con- 
quer it, to conceal it at leaſt will be a duty, [ 
have learnt to ſuffer, but was never yet taught diſ- 
guiſe and hypocriſy; herein will conſiſt my greateſt 
difficulty; I abhor deceit, and yet muſt not ſhew 
the real ſentiments of my heart. Linked in ſociety 
with a man I cannot love, the world can afford me 
no pleaſure, indeed no comfort, for I am inſenſible 
to all joy but what ariſes from the ſocial affections. 
The grave, I confeſs, appears to me far more eli- 
gible than this marriage, for I might there hope to 
be at peace. Mr. Morgan's fortune is large, but 
his mind is narrow and ungenerous, and his tem- 
per plainly not good. If he really loved me, he 
could not ſuffer me to be forced into a marriage 
which he well knows I deteſt : a knowledge which 
will not mend my fate moſt certainly. | 
© Could I enjoy the plcaſures of ſelf-approbation, 
it would be impoſſible to be very wretched, but 
the moſt exact performance of my duty will not. 
ield me that gratification, ſince I cannot be per- 
fectly ſatisfied that I do right, in marrying a man 
Jo very diſagreeable to me, I fear the pride of 
s reputation 
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< reputation influences me more than I imagine, 
< and though it 1s as eee as any ſort of pride, 
vet {till it is certainly no virtue. i * 
When I reflect, ſaid ſhe, afterwards, . on the 
W - tcp I am going to take, my terrors are inexpreſ- - 
ſible; how dreadful is it at my age, when nature 
W © {cems to promiſe me ſo many years of life, to doom 
W < myſelf to a ſtate of wretchedneſs, which death a- 
lone can terminate, and wherein I muſt bury all 
my ſorrows in falence, without even the melan- 
< choly relief of pouring them forth in the boſom of 
my friend, and ſeeking, from her tender partici- 
+ pation, the only conſolation I could receive ! for 
after this dreaded union is compleated, duty wilt 
++ forbid me to make my diſtreſſes known, even to 
my Louiſa; I muſt not then expoſe the faults of 
© him whoſe ſlighteſt failings I ought to conceal. 
One only hope remains, that you, my firſt. and 
deareſt friend, will not abandon me; that what- 
ever cloud of melancholy. may hang over my 
mind, yet you will ſtill bear with me, and re- 
move your abode to a place where I may have the 
conſolation of your company. If it be in my power 
to make my houſe a comfortable habitation to my 
Louiſa, I cannot be entirely wretched . 
Miſs Mancel gave her the tendereſt aſſurances of 
fixing at leaſt in her neighbourhood, ſince a ſecond 
paradiſe could not recompenſe her for the loſs of her 
ſociety; and that on no terms could ſhe prevail on 
herſelf to continue in a houſe where ſhe muſt ſee 
that wretched Simon, who had been a vile inſtru- 
ment in reducing her friend to that diſtreſsful ſitua- 
tion. This gleam of comfort was a very ſeaſonable 
relief to Mits Melvyn's dejected ſpirits, and gave 
tome reſpite to her tears: * E Um 
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As ſoon as ſhe returned home, ſhe ac quainted 
Sir Charles and Lady Melvyn with her refute: 
who ſoon communicated it to Mr. Morgan; and 
nothing was now thought of but haften the 
wedding as much as poſſible. 

I wonder, interrupted Lamont, how Miſs Mel. 
< vyn could bring herſelf to let her mother-in-law 
have ſuch an opportunity of exulting f in the ſuc- 
ceſs of her deteſtable arts.” 

That, replied Mrs, Maynard, was a conſidera- | 

tion which had no weight with her, nor ſhould 

it indeed be any mortification to our pride, that 
deceit and cunning have „ over us. 

Wickedneſs ſeryes itſelf of weapons which we 

would not uſe, and if we are wounded with them, 

we have no more reaſon to be mortified, than a 

man woujd have to think his courage dif raced, 

becauſe when he lay ſleeping in his bed, | ras 
taken priſoner by a body of armed men. To be be 
circumvented by cunning, muſt ever be the fate, 
but never the diſgrace of the artleſs. 

As Miſs Melvyn's compliance procured her a 
greater degree of favour at home than ſhe had ever 
before enjoyed, Miſs Mancel was ſuffered to come 
to the houſe, and met with an obliging reception 
from the whole family. Her continual preſence 
there was a great ſupport to her friend in her very 
diſagreeable ſituation, and after indulging her ſor- 
row in their private converſations, and mingling 
their ſympathetic tears, ſhe was the better able to 
endure the reſtraint which ſhe was obliged to * 
dergo when any other perſon was preſent. 

The dreaded day fixed on for this unhap union 

- Joon came, and Miſs Melvyn received Mr. 3 
hand and name with all the fortitude ſne could aſ- 
ſume; but her diſtreſs was viſible to all, 
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Mr. Morgan, who was ſo little touched with it, 
that it proved no abatement to his joy; a ſymptom _ 
of ſuch indelicacy of mind, as increaſed his bride's 
grief and apprehenſions. „ 

The day after their marriage, Mrs. Morgan aſk- 
ed his permiſſion to invite Miſs Mancel to his houſe, 
to which he anſwered, Madam, my wife muft 
have no other companion or friend but her huſ- 
band; I ſhall never be averſe to your ſeeing com- 

« pany, but intimates I forbid ; I ſhall not chooſe 
© to have my faults diſcuſſed between you and your +» + 
© friend.” 5 | | 

Mrs. Morgan was not much leſs ſtunned by this 
reply, than if ſhe had been ſtruck with lightning. 
Practiſed as ſhe had long been in commanding her 
paſſions and inclinations, a torrent of tears | Frans: 
their way. 

I did not want this proof, reſumed Mr. Morgan, 
that I have but a ſmall ſhare of your affections ; 
and were I inclined to grant your requeſt, you 
could not have found a better means of preventing 
it; for I will have no perſon in my houſe more 
beloved than myſelf. When you have no other 
* friend, added he with a malicious ſmile, I may 
© hope for the honour of that title.” 

Mrs. Morgan was ſo well convinced before of the 
littleneſs of his mind, that ſhe was more afflicted 
than ſurprized at this inſtance of it, and wiſhed he 
would not have rendered it more difficult to eſteem 
him, by ſo openly profeſſing his ungenerous temper. 
However ſhe filently acquieſced ; but that her friend 
might not fee] the pain of believing herſelf neglect- 
ed, ſhe was obliged to tell her what had paſſed. 

The new married couple ſtaid but two days longer 
at Sir Charles's. Fortunately Mr. Morgan ſpent 
the laſt day abroad in paying viſits in the neigh- 
bourhood, which afforded the two unhappy friends 
— 4 leiſure 
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leiſure to lament their ill fortune in this cruel ſepa, 


ration, without giving the cauſe of it any new of. 


fence. They took a melancholy leave that night, 
- fearing that even a correſpondence between them 
might be conſiderably reſtrained by this arbitrary 


huſband, who ſeemed to think his wife's. affections 
were to be won by force, not by gentleneſs and pe. 
nerous confidence. | | 
This was the ſevereſt affliction they had ever yet 
experienced, or indeed were Capable of feeling. 
United from their childhood, the connection of ſou! 
and body did not feem more indiſſoluble, nor were 


ever divided with greater pain. They foreſaw no 
could not ex- 


end to this cruel ſeparation ; for they 
pect that a huſband's complaiſance to his wife ſhould 
increaſe after he ceaſed to be a bridegroom, 
indeed, who wiſhed if poſſible to reconcile her 


friend to her fate, pretended to hope that her good 


conduct might in time enlarge his mind, and- cure 
him of that mean ſuſpicious temper,, which then 
made him fear to have his faults expoſed by a 
wife, whoſe chief endeavoux would be to conceal 
them. 1 | 

But ſuch diſtant views afforded no conſolation to 
Mrs. Morgan's affectionate heart; the preſent pain 
engaged her thoughts too much to ſuffer her to look 


company, but of delivering her from all the diffi- 
culties of her ſituation, in offering her a protec- 
tion from inſult or poverty. To be diſappointed 
of ſo delightful a proſpect was her greateſt affliction, 
and fat much heavier on her mind, than the loſs of 


- 


her beloved ſociety. 


The evening was far ſpent, when Lady Melvyn 
found them drowned in tears, anticipating the 
pangs of parting, the employment of that Whole 


day; 


Louiſa 


She had flattered herſelf not 
only with the hopes of enjoying Miſs Mancel's 
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day; and as her ladyſhip's hatred for her daughter 
in-law was much ſubſided, ſince ſhe no longer fear- 
ed the obſervation of her too-virtuous eye, her na- 
tural diſpofition inclined her to prevent the wife's 
diſcovering her real fentiments to her huſband ; ſhe 
therefore reminded them, that Mr. Morgan muſt 
then be on his way home, and adviſed, that by all 
means they ſhould part before his return, leſt he 
ſhould be witneſs of a ſorrow which he would take 
amiſs. They were ſenſible that in this her ladyſhip 
judged well, and Louiſa's fear of occaſioning any 
additional uneaſineſs to her friend, gave her reſo- 
lution and ftrength to take a laſt farewel. Mrs. 
Morgan's maid attended her home, as fhe was too 
much affected to be able to perform that little walk 
without ſome ſupport. Mrs. Morgan's condition 
was ſtill more deplorable ; more dead than alive, 
ſhe followed Louiſa's ſteps with eager eyes, till a 
turning in the road robbed her of the ſight of her 
friend; and then, as if her eyes had no other em- 
ployment worthy of them left, they were again 
overwhelmed in tears. Lady Melvyn found her 
incapable of conſolation; but more ſucceſsfully en- 
deavoured to make her ſuppreſs the indulgence of 
her grief, by alarming her fears with the approach 
of Mr. Morgan. As ſoon as ſhe was a little com- 
poſed, ſhe led her into the garden for air. The 
night was fine, and the moon —— very reſplendent, 
the beauty of the ſcene, and the freſhneſs of the air 
a little revived her; and as Mr. Morgan ſtaid out 
later than they expected, ſhe had time to acquire a 
fufficient command over herfelf to receive him with 
an air of tolerable chearfulneſs. | 
The new-married pair ſet out early the next 
morning, and arrived at Mr. Morgan's ſeat the 
following day. The houſe was large and old, the 
furniture not much leſs ancient, the ſituation 
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dreary, the roads every where bad, the ſoil a flif 
clay, wet and dirty, except in the midſt of ſum. 
mer; the country round it diſagreeable, and in 
ſhort, deſtitute of every thing that could afford 
any ſatisfaction to Mrs. Morgan. Nature no where 
appears graced with fewer charms. Mrs, Morgaz 
however had vexations ſo ſuperior, that ſhe paid 
little regard to external circumſtances, and was ſo 
fully determined to acquit herſelf properly in her 
new ſphere, that ſhe appeared pleaſed with every 
thing around her. Hypocriſy, as ſhe obſerved, waz 
row become a virtue, and the only one which ſhe 
found it difficult to practiſe. They were received 
on their arrival by a maiden ſiſter of Mr. Morgan's, 
who till then had kept his houſe, and he intended 
ſhould ſtill remain in it; for as through the par- 
tiality of an aunt, who had bred her up, ſhe was 
poſſeſſed of a large fortune, her brother, in whom 
avarice was the ruling paſſion, was very deſirous of 
keeping in her favour. „ | 
Mrs. Suſanna Morgan had lived immaculate to 
the age of fifty-hve. The ſtate of virginity could 
not be laid to her charge as an offence againſt ſo- 
ciety, for it had not been voluntary. In her youth 
ſhe was rather diſtinguiſhed for ſenſibility. Her 
aunt's known riches gave the niece the reputation 
of a great fortune, an attraction to which the was 


indebted for many lovers, who conſtantly took their 


leave on finding the old lady would not advance 
any part of the money which ſhe deſigned to be- 


queath her niece. Miſs Suſanna, extremely ſuſ- 


ceptible by nature, was favourably diſpoſed to all 
her admirers, and imagining herſelf ſucceſſively in 


love with each, lived in a courſe of diſappoint- 
ments. In reality, the impreſſion was only made on 
her vanity, and her heart continued unengaged; but 


ſhe felt ſuch a train of mortifications very ever 
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and perhaps ſuffered more upon the whole, than if 
ſhe had been ſtrongly impreſſed with one paſſion- 
In time the parſimony of her old aunt became ge- 
nerally known, and the young lady then was left 
free from the tender importunity of lovers, of which 
nothing elſe could probably have deprived her; for 
as ſhe had never any natural attractions, ſhe was not 
ſubject to a decay of charms; after ſhe had entered 
her fifty-third year, her aunt departing this life, ſhe 
came into the poſſeſſion of twenty thouſand pounds, 
a fortune which ſerved to ſwell her pride, without 
increaſing her happineſs. jp 
Nature had not originally beſtowed upon her much 
ſweetneſs of temper, and her frequent diſappoint 
ments, each of which ſhe termed being croſſed in love,, 
had completely ſoured it. Every pretty woman was. 
the object of her envy, , I might almoſt ſay every 
married woman. She deſpiſed all that were not as 
rich as herſelf, and hated every one who was ſuperior: 
or equal to her in fortune. I ormented inwardly with 
her own ill- nature, ſhe was incapable of any ſatisfac- 
tion but what aroſe from teazing others; nothing 
could diſpel the frown on her brow, except the ſatis- 
faction ſhe felt when ſhe had the good fortune to give: 
pain to any of her dependants; a horrid grin then diſ- 
torted her features, and her before lifeleſs eyes gliſten- 
ed with malice and rancorous joy. She had read juſt 
enough to make her pedantic, and too little to give 
her any improving knowledge. Her underſtanding. 
was naturally ſmall, and her felf-conceit great. In 
her perſon ſhe was tall and meagre, her hair black, 
and her complexion of the darkeſt brown, with an 
additional ſallowneſs at her temples and round her 
eyes, which were dark, very large and prominent, 
and entirely without luſtre; they had but one look,, 
which was that of gloomy ftupid ill- nature, except, 
as I have already faid, when they were enlivened: 
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by the ſupreme ſatisfaction of having made ſome. 
body uneaſy, then what before was. but diſagreeable 
became horrible. To complete the deſcription of 
her face, ſhe had a broad flat noſe, a wide mouth, 
furniſhed with the worſt ſet of teeth I ever ſaw, 
and her chin was long and pointed. She had heard 
primneſs ſo often mentioned as the characteriſtic of 
an old maid, that to avoid wearing that appearance, 
ſhe was ſlatternly and dirty to an exceſs ;.* beſides ſhe 
had great addition of filthineſs, from a load of Spa. 
niſh ſnuff, with which her whole dreſs was covered, 
as if, by her profuſion in that particular, ſhe thought 
to compenſate for her general parſhmony. _ 
This lady, Mrs. Mom found in poſſeſſion of 
Her houſe, and was received by her with that air of 
ſuperiority, to which Mrs. Suſanna thought herſelf 
intitled by her age and fortune. Mrs. Morgan's 
charms, though drooping like a blighted flower, ex- 
cited much envy in Sufanna's breaft, and ſhe ſoon 
congratulated her- on her extraordinary happineſs in 
having captivated a gentleman of ſo large a fortune, 
when her own was at preſent fo very ſmall. 
At firſt ſhe commended her, for not being elated 
with ſo great an acquintion, but in a little time 
taxed her with ungrateful inſenſibility to ſo prodi- 
gious a bleſſing. She continually criticized her 
cxconomy;,. acculing her of indolence; repreſenting _ 
how © ſhe uſed every morning to rouſe the ſervants. 
< from their idleneſs, by giving each ſuch a ſcold, 
as quickened their diligence for the whole day; 
nor could a family be well managed by any one 
< who omitted this neceſſary duty.“ Mrs. Morgan's 
defire that her ſervants ſhould enjoy the comforts of 
plenty, and when ſick, receive the indulgence 
*'which that condition requires, brought her conti- 
nual admonitions ain extravagance, wherein 
Mr. Morgan readily joined; for his avarice was fa 
5 | 1 great, 
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great, that he repined at the moſt neceſſary ex- 
ences. 

f His temper was a mixture of paſſion and peeviſh- 

neſs, two things that ſeldom go together ; but he 

| would fret himſelf into a paſſion, and then through 


wearineſs of ſpirits eool into fretfulneſs, till he was 


ſufficiently recovered to rife again into rage. This 
was the common courſe of his temper, which af- 
forded variety, but no relief: J $7 | 
Senſible that his wife married him without affec- 
tion, he ſeemed to think it impoſſible ever to gain 
her love, and therefore ſpared himſelf all fruitleſs 
endeavours. He was indeed fond of her perſon ; 
he admired her beauty, but deſpiſed her underſtand- 


ing, which in truth was unavoidable ; for his ideas 


and converſation were ſo low and ſordid, that he 
was not qualified to diftinguifh the charms of her 
elegant mind. Fhoſe who know Mrs. Morgan 
del, are convinced that ſhe ſuffered leſs uneaſineſs 
from his ill-humour, brutal as it was, than from 
his nauſeous fondneſs. But the account I give of 
him, I have received from others; Mrs. Morgan 
never mentions his name, if it can poſſibly be 
avoided ; and when ſhe does, it is always with re- 
ſpect, In this ſituation, a victim to the ill- humour 
both of her huſband and his ſifter; we will leave 
Mrs. Morgan, and return to that friend whoſe 
letters were her only conſolation. _ | 
Miſs Mancel's perſon was ſo uncommonly fine,, 
that ſhe could not be long ſettled in the country 
without attracting general notice. Though the 
lower rank of people may be leſs refined in their 
ideas, yet her beauty was fo very ſtriking, that it 
did not eſcape their admiration, and the handſome 
lady, as they called her, became the general ſubject 
of diſcourſe. As church was the only place where 
the was expoſed to public view, ſhe had from the 
& TW firſt 
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firſt endeavoured to elude obſervation, by mingling, 

in the crowd, and fitting in the moſt obſcure ſeat; c 
but when fame had gwakened the curioſity of thoſe { 
of higher rank, ſhe was eaſily diſtinguiſhed, and t 


in a ſhort time many inhabitants of the neighbouring 
pariſhes came to that church to ſee her. She more 
than anſwered every expectation; for ſuch per- 
fection of beauty ſcarcely ever came out of the 
hands of nature. Many ladies in the neighbour- 
hood introduced themſelves to her acquaintance, and 
found her behaviour as enchanting as her perſon. 
She could not be inſenſible of the approbation which 
2 eye ſignificantly expreſſed; but ſhe was 
abaſhed, and in ſome degree mere mortified than 
delighted by it. She well remembered what Mr. 
d'Avora had ſaid to her on that ſubject, and faw 
that in her ſituation beauty was a diſadvantage. 
He often repeated the ſame thing to her in letters, 
(for ſhe and Miſs Melvyn keeping up a.conſtant cor- 
reſpondence with him, the latter had acquainted 
him with the general admiration paid to Louiſa), 
and told her, that he feared the plan they had formed 
for her future way of life, was at a ſtill greater diſ- 
tance than they had hoped, ſince her beauty was 
the great obſtacle to its being put in execution. 
'The ladies of the beſt faſhion in the neighbour- 
hood begged leave to viſit her; and though ſhe _ 
more than ever wiſhed to have her time uninter- 
rupted, ſince as ſhe had no proſpect of any other 
means of ſupport, it was neceſſary, by ſuch little 
additions as ſhe could make to her ſmall fund, to 
prevent its quick diminution, yet fhe could not de- 
cline the civilities ſo obligingly affered her, but 
avoided all intimacy with any of them as foreign. 
to her plan, and hurtful to her intereſt: Thus 
was ſhe circumſtanced in reſpect to the neighbour- 
hood when Miſs Melyyn married, | 4 
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As after this event Louiſa was determined to 
change her habitation ; ſhe began to! enquire for 
ſome family, where ſhe might be accommodated in 
the ſame manner, as in that where ſhe was then 
5xed. Among the perſons who had taken moſd 
notice of her was Lady Lambton, a woman of 
admirable underſtanding, polite, generous and good- 
natured; who had no fault, but a conſiderable 
ſhare of pride. She piqued herſelf upon the opu- 
tence of her family, and a diſtinguiſhed birth, but 
her good ſenſe, and many virtues, ſo qualified this 
one blemiſh, that it did not prevent her being a 
very amiable woman. 

When ſhe found Miſs Mancel defigned te change 
her abode, ſhe told her, that ſhe might be accom- 
modated at an honeſt farmer's in her neighbour- 
hood, but as ſome little alterations would be requi- 
ſite to make the place fit for her, ſhe, in the moſt 
obliging manner, deſired her company till the apart 
ment was ready ; which would give her opportunity 
to. ſee that ſuch things were done to it, as would be 
moſt convenient and Fo 245" Lady Lambton in- 
fiſted ſo ſtrongly on Miſs Mancel's accepting this 
invitation, that ſhe could not without incivility re- 
fuſe it; and, as after the loſs of her friend, all 
places were alike to her, ſhe had no reaſon to de- 
cline fo obliging an offer. 

No great preparations. were required for this re- 
moval of abode. Lady Lambton came herſelf to 
fetch Miſs Mancel home. The old lady was fo 
charmed with her new gueſt, many of whoſe ac- 
compliſhments were unknown to her till ſhe came 
under the ſame roof, that ſhe would not ſuffer 
any preparations to be made for another lodging, 


but inſiſted on her continuing much longer with 
her, | 
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Lady Lambton behaved in fo very obliging : 


manner, and Louiſa found ſo much pleaſure ang 
improvement in the converſation of a woman, whoſe 
admirable underſtanding and thorough knowledge 
of the world are ſeldom to be paralleled, that ſhe 
could not be more 2 placed; as ſhe dared 
not go even into Mrs. Morgan's neighbourhood, 
for fear of giving additional uneaſineſs to one, whoſe 
ſituation ſhe plainly perceived was by no means hap. 
Py ; for though Mrs. Morgan ſuppreſſed all com- 
plaints, never hinted at the treatment the received, 
and endeavoured to: repreſent her way of life in the 
beſt colours, to fave her friend the ſympathetic 
pangs of heart, which the knew the would feel for 

her ſufferings; yet the alteration in her ſtile, the 
melancholy turn of mind, which, in ſpight of all 
her-care, was vifible in her letters, could not eſcape 
the obſervation of one whoſe natural diſcernment 
was quickened by affection. 

The full perſuafiog- of Mrs. Morgan's unhappi- 
neſs, and that anxious ſolicitude which aroſe from 
her ignorance as to the degree of her wretchedneſs, 
was a ſource of continual grief to her mind, which 
Lady Lambton's ſincere friendſhip could ſcarcely 
alleviate. But ſhe knew too well, how few people 
can bear the unhappy, to ſuffer her uneaſineſs to 
appear. She ſtifled therefore every expreſſion of 
that kind; for if Lady Lambton had generouſly 
ſympathized in her affliction, it would have given 
her pain to know ſhe had occaſioned that Jady's 
feeling any; and if ſhe had been inſenſible to it, 
complaints would not fail to diſguft her. | 

Lady Eambton was fond of muſic, and not void 
of taſte for painting; Miſs Mancel's excellence in 
theſe arts therefore afforded her the higheſt enter- 
tainment. Her ladyſhip was likewiſe a miſtreſs of 


languages, and was pleaſed to find Louiſa _— 
; ; acquainte 
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acquainted with them. -In this houſe Miſs Mancel 
had paſſed above a twelve month, when Sir Edward 
Lambton returned from his travels, in which he 
had ſpent four years. As ſoon as he arrived in the 
kingdom, he came to wait on Lady Lambton, his 

randmother z who was likewiſe his guardian, his: 
Ether and mother being both dead. She had 
longed with impatience for his return, but thought 
herfelf well repaid for his abſence by the great im- 
provement which was very viſible both in his man- 
ner and perſon. | Fo 

Sir Edward was extremely handſome, his perſon 
fine and graceful, his converſation lively and enter- 
taining, politeneſs adding charms to an excellent un- 
derſtanding. His behaviour, I have been told, was 
particularly engaging, his temper amiable, though 
ſomewhat too warm,.and he had all his grandmother's 
generoſity, without any of her pride. 

It would have been ſtrange if a man of three and 
twenty years old (for that was Sir Edward's age) 
had not been much charmed with fo lovely a woman 
as Miſs Mancel. That he was ſo, ſoon became vi- 
ſible, but ſhe, as well as his grandmother, for 
ſome time imagined the attentions he paid her were 

only the natural reſult of the gallantry uſual at his - 

age, and improved into a ſofter addreſs, by a man- 
ner acquired in travelling through countries where 
gallaniry is publicly profeſſed. Lady Lambton 
however, knowing her own diſcernment, expreſſed 
ſome fears to Louiſa, leſt her grandſon ſhould be- 
come ſeriouſly in love with her, in order to diſco- 
ver by her countenance, whether there was reall 
any ground for her apprehenſions, which ſhe found- 
ed on the impoſſibility of his marrying a woman of 
{mall fortune, without reducing himſelf to the 
greateſt inconvenience, as his eſtate was extremel 
incumbered, and he was by an intail deprived of the 
liberty 


PVP HisTorT Ep: 
liberty of ſelling any part of it to diſcharge the 
debt. She was too polite to mention her chief ob. 
jection to Miſs Mancel, which was in reality the 
obſcurity of her birth. . 

Louiſa, who ſincerely believed Sir Edward had 
no real paſſion for her, anſwered with a frankneſs 
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ladyſhip's being under any uneafineſs, and to avoid 
all danger of Sir Edward's receiving any ſtrong im- 
Preſſion in her favour. | * 

Lady Lambton was unwilling to part with her 
amiable companion; and beſides, thought if her 
grandſon was really enamoured, ſhe ſhould increaſe 
the danger rather than leſſen it, by not keeping 
Louiſa under her eye; ſhe therefore told her ſhe 
could not conſent to loſe her company, and was 

certain ſhe might depend on her honour. Louiſa 
thanked her for her good opinion, and, aſſured her 
ſhe would never do any thing to forfeit it. 

Sir Edward was more captivated than either of 
the ladies imagined, and every day increaſed his 
paſſion. Louiſa's beauty, her converſation, and 
accompliſhments were irreſiſtible ; but as he knew 
the great occaſion he had to marry a woman of for- 
tune, he long endeavoured to combat his inclina- 
tions, He might have conceived hopes of obtain- 

aA ing any other woman in her circumſtances on eaſier 
WE terms; but there was ſuch dignity and virtue ſhone 
11 forth in her, and he was ſo truly in love, that ſuch: 
a thought never entered his imagination. He re- 
verenced and reſpected her like a divinity, but 
hoped that prudence might enable him to conquer 
his paſſion, at the ſame time that it had not force 

| a enough. 


1 which entirely convinced Lady Lambton that ſhe a 
bal had received no ſerious addreſs from him ; but | 

. Louiſa, who faw herſelf now in the ſituation which 5 

Mr. d'Avora had warned her againſt, begged per. < 

miſſion to leave Lady Lambton's, to prevent her | 

| 
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enough to determine him to fly her preſence, the 
only poſfible means of leſſening the impreſſion 
' which every hour engraved more deeply on bis 
heart, by bringing ſome new attractions to his 
view. He little confidered, that the man who has 
not power to fly from temptation,: will neyer be 
able to reſiſt it by 2 his ground. | 
| Louiſa was not long before ſhe grew ſenſible, that 
| what ſhe had offered to Lady Lambton for the eaſe 
of her ladyſhip's mind, was adviſable to ſecure the 
peace of her own. Sir Edward's merit, his ſin- 
cere reſpe& for her, which certainly is the moſt. 
powerful charm to a woman of delicacy, could 
ſcarcely fail to make an impreſſion on a heart ſo 
tender, ſo generous as her's. She kept ſo ſtrict a 
watch over herſelf, that ſhe ſoon perceived her ſen- 
fibility, and endeavoured to prevail on Lady Lamb- 
ton to part with her ; but the old Jady imagining it 
was only in order to quiet her apprehenſions, would 
not conſent ; and the difficulty in finding a place 
where ſhe could be properly received, ſtrongly diſ- 
couraged her from inſiſting on it. If ſhe continued 
in the neighbourhaod, her purpofe would not be 
anſwered ; for ſhe could not avoid Sir Edward's vi- 
fits ; her only friend was denied the liberty of pro- 
tecting her, and to go into a place where ſhe was. 
unknown, would ſubject a young woman of her age 
and beauty to a thouſand dangers, 
| Theſe difficulties detained her, though unwil- 
lingly, at Lady Lambton's for above half a year 
after dir Edward's return; who, at length, unable 
to confine in ſilence a paſſion which had long been 
obvious to every obſerver, took an opportunity, 
when alone with Louiſa, to declare his attachment 
in the moſt affecting manner. She received it not 
with ſurprize, but with real ſorrow. She had no 
uncture of coquetry in her compoſition ; but if => 
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had been capable of it, her affections were ty 
deeply engaged to have ſuffered her to retain iz, 
Her ſenſibility was never fo ſtrongly awakened ; a 
her endeavours to reſtrain it were no longer of 
force, her heart returned his paſſion ſo ſincereh, 
that juſtice and honour only could reftrain its emo- 
tions; theſe were deeply engaged to Lady Lamb- 
ton, and ſhe would have detefled herfelf had ſhe en- 
tertained a thought of making that lady's good- 
neſs to her, the occaſion of the greateſt vexation 
ſhe could receive. She therefore never heſitated on 
the part ſhe ſhould act on this trying occaſion ; 
but the victories which honour gains over the ten- 
der affections, are not to be obtained without the 
| fevereſt pangs. Thus tormented by the ſtruggles 
between duty and affection, ſhe was not immedi- 
ately capable of giving him an anſwer ; but find- 
ing that her difficulties were increaſing, by his re- 
peated profeſſions, and animated by the neceſſity of 
ſileneing a love, which too ſucceſsfully ſolicited a 
return of affection, the aſſumed a ſufficient com- 
mand over herſelf to conceal her ſentiments, and 
with averted eyes, leſt her heart ſhould through 
them contradict her words, ſhe told him, he 
© diftreſied her to the greateſt degree; that the 
* reſpect ſhe had for him on account of his own 
© merit, and not leſs for the relation he bore to 
Lady Lambton, made her extremely concerned 
© that he ſhould have conceived a paſſion for her, 
© which it was not in her power to return; nov 
© could ſhe liſten to it in juſtice to Lady Lambton, 
© to whom ſhe was bound in all the ties of grati- 
© tude; neither ſhould any thing ever prevail with 
© her to do a thing prejudicial to the intereſts of a 
“ family, into which ſhe had been ſo kindly re- 
ceived. | 82 
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Sir Edward was too much in love to acquieſce in 
fo nice a point of honour ; but Louiſa would not 
wait to hear arguments ſo painful to her to refute, 
and retired into her own chamber, to lament in 
ſecret her unhappy fate in being obliged to reject 
the addreſſes of a man, whoſe affections, had fhe 
been at liberty, ſhe would have thought no. ſacrifice 
too great to obtain, | ; 
Miſs Mancel endeavoured as much as poſſible to 
avoid giving Sir Edward any opportunity of renew- 
ing his addreſſes; but his vigilance found the means 
of ſeeing her alone more than once, when he warmly 
urged the partiality of her behaviour, repreſenting 
how much more h's happineſs was. concerned in 
the ſucceſs of a paſſion which poſſeſſed his whole 
« ſoul, than his grandmother's could be in diſap- 
pointing it. She, he obſerved, was actuated 
+ only by pride, he by the ſincereſt love that ever 
© took place in a human heart. In accepting his 
© addreſſes, Louiſa could only mortify Lady Lamb» 
ton; in rejecting them, ſhe mult render him mi- 
© ſerable. hich, he aſked, had the beſt title to 
© her regard, the woman who could ungenerouſly 
and injudicioufly ſet a higher value on riches and 
birth than on her very ſuperior excellencies, or 
the man who. would gladly ſacrifice fortune, and 
* every other enjoyment the world could afford, to 
the poſleſſion of her; of her who. alone could 
* render life deſirable to him ? By theſe, and 
many other arguments, and what was more preva- 
lent than all the arguments that could be deduced 
from reaſon, by the tendereſt intreaties that the 
moſt ardent paſſion could dictate, Sir Edward en- 
deayoured to perſuade Louiſa to conſent to marr 
him, but all proved unavailing. She ſometimes 
thought what he ſaid was juſt, but aware of her 
Þartiality, ſhe could not believe herſelf an unpreju- 
diced 
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_ diced judge, and feared leſt ſhe might miſtake the 
ſophiſtry of love, for the voice of reaſon, She wak 
| ſure, while honour, truth, and gratitude pleaded 
againſt inclination, they muſt be in the right, though 
their remonſtrances were huſhed into a whiſper d 
the louder ſolicitations of paſſion. Convinced that 
the could not be to blame, while ſhe ated in con. 
tradiction to her ſecret choice, ſince the ſincerity 
of her intentions were thereby plainly, though pain. 
fully evinced, ſhe perſiſted in refuſing to become 
Sir Edward's wife, and told him, that if he did 
© not diſcontinue his addrefies, he would force her to 
© leave the houſe, and retire to any place that would 
© afford her a quiet refuge from his kmportunity,” 
A hint of this ſort was ſufficient to drive Sir Ed. 
ward almoſt to diſtraction, and Louiſa dared not 
purſue the ſubject. When he found ſhe could not 
be induced to conſent to an immediate marriage, he 
endeavoured to obtain a promiſe of her hand after 
Lady Lambton's deceaſe ; though, to a man of his 
impatient and ſtrong paſſions, ſuch a delay was 
worſe than death; but Miſs Mancel told him, by 
* ſuch an engagement ſhe ſhould be guilty of 2 
© mean evaſion, and that ſhe ſhould think it as great 
© a breach of honour as marrying him directly.: 
The deſpair to which Louiſa's conduct reduced 
Sir Edward, whoſe love ſeemed to increaſe with the 
abatement of his hopes, was very viſible to his 
grandmother, but her pride was invincible; nei- 
ther her affection for him, nor her great eſteem 
for Miſs Mancel's merit, could conquer her aver- 
ſion to their union. She ſaw them both unhappy, 
but was convinced the pangs they felt would not be 
of very long continuance, truſting to the uſual 
inconſtancy of young perſons, while the inconye- 
niencies attending an incumbered fortune, and 
the diſgrace which ſhe imagined muſt be the conſe- 
= quence 
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quence of Sir Edward's marrying a woman of ob- 
{cure birth, would be permanent, and influence the 
whole courſe of his life, * 8 

Louiſa, unable to ſupport ſo hard a conflict, con- 
tinually reſiſting both her lover, and her love, was 
determined to ſeek ſome relief from abſence. She 
wrote Mr. d'Avora a faithful account of all the dif- 
kculties of her ſituation, and intreated him to re- 
ceive her into his. houſe, till he could find ſome 
proper place wherein to fix her abode, | 
This worthy friend approved her conduct, while 
he grieved for her diſtreſs ; his honeſt heart felt-a 
ſecret indignation againſt Lady Lambton, who 
could, by falſe pride, be blinded to the honour 
which he thought ſuch a woman as Miſs Mancel 
muſt reflect on any family into which ſhe entered. 
He wrote that young lady word, that © ſhe might 
be aſſured of the beſt reception his houſe could 
afford, and every ſervice that it was in his power 
© to render her; defiring that ſhe would let him 
* know when ſhe propoſed ſetting out, that he 
might meet her on the road, not thinking it pro- 
per ſhe ſhould travel alone.“ 

This letter gave Miſs Mancel much ſatisfaction; 
ſhe was now ſecure of an aſylum: but the great 
difficulty ſtill remained, ſhe knew not how to get 
away from Lady Lambton's in a proper manner ; 
for to go clandeſtinely was not ſuitable to her cha- 
racter, and might bring it into ſuſpicion. In this 
dilemma ſhe thought it beſt to apply to that lady, 
and with her uſual frankneſs told her, (what had 
not eſcaped her diſcernment) the affection Sir Ed- 
ward had conceived for her, and the return her own 
heart made to it; only ſuppreſſing his ſolicitations, 
2 her ladyſhip might be offended with his proceed- 
ing ſo far without her conſent. She repreſented. 
the imprudence of her continuing in the _ 
© wit 
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creaſed her eſteem, it did not alter her reſolution. 


< with Sir Edward, whereby both his paſſion an 
her own muſt be increaſed.; and yet ſhe was at: 
„ loſs how to depart privately, but was convinced i 
could not be effected with his knowledge, with. 
out ſuch an eclat as muſt be very diſagreeable tg 
< them all; nor could ſhe anſwer for her own re. 
< ſolution, when put to ſo ſevere a trial; as ſhe 
< ſhould have more than her ful meaſure of afflic. 
tion in going from thence, without being witne 
4 to its effect on him.” 5 
One ſhould have imagined that the generoſity of 
Miſs Mancel's conduct, might have influenced 
Lady Lambton in her favour ; but though it in- 


With inexcuſable inſenſibilityſhe concerted meaſures 
with her, and engaged to procure Sir Edward's ab- 
Fence for a ſhort time. Some very neceſlary buſi- 
neſs indeed demanded his preſence in a neighbour- 
ing county, where the greateſt part of his eſtate 
lay, but he had not been able to prevail on himſelf 
to leave Louiſa; too much enamoured to think 
any pecuniary advantage could compenſate for 
the loſs of her company. But as it was natural 
that an old grandmother ſhould ſee the matter in 
another light; her preſſing him to go and ſettle his 
affairs, gave him no cauſe to ſuſpect any latent 
meaning, and was too reaſonable to be any longer 
oppoſed. | 

Though Sir Edward was reſolved on ſo quick a 
diſpatch of buſineſs, as promiſed him a ſpeedy re- 
turn, yet any ſeparation from Miſs Mancel, how- 
ever ſhort, appeared a ſevere misfortune. The 
evening before the day of his departure, he con- 


trived to ſee her alone, and renewed his importu- 


nities with redoubled ardour, but with no berter 
ſucceſs than before. He lamented the neceſſity he 


was under of leaving her, though but for a little 
1 time, 


time, with an agon of mind better ſuited to an 


was overcome with the tender diſtreſs which a per- 


than ſhe could have concealed ; but when ſhe anti- 
cipated in her thoughts, what he would ſuffer when 
he knew he had Joſt her for ever, and judged from 
the pain he felt on the approach of what he thought 
ſo ſhort an abſence, how very great his diſtreſs 
would be, ſhe was unable to ſupport the ſcene with 
her uſual fortitude Tears inſenſibly ſtole down her 
face, and beſtowed on it ſtill greater charms than it 
had ever yet worn, by giving her an air of tender- 
neſs, which led him to hope that ſhe did not behold 
his paſſion with indifference. This thought afforded 
him a conſolation which he had never before receiv- 
ed; and though it increaſed his love, yet it abated 
his diſtreſs, and rendered him more able to leave her, 
ſince he flattered himſelf ſhe would with pleaſure ſee 
him return, which he was now more than ever re- 
ſolved to do as ſpeedily as poſſible. | 

The day of his departure ſhe ſpent chiefly in 
her own room, to conceal, as far as ſhe was able, 
a weakneſs ſhe was aſhamed of, but could not con- 
quer. She had written the day hefore to inform 
Mr. d'Avora, that ſhe ſhould ſet out for London 
four days after her letter. Accordingly at the time 
appointed, after having agreed with Lady Lamb- 
ton, that Sir Edward muſt be kept ignorant of the 
place to which ſhe was gone, ſhe ſet, out with that 
lady, who carried her in her caach twelve miles of 


out regret, and expreſſed her true ſenſe of her me- 
- 
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eternal ſeparation. She, who ſaw it in that light, 


ſon muſt fee] at taking a final leave of one who 
is extremely dear to her. Her own grief was more 


the way, and then delivered her to Mr. d'Ayora,' 
who was come thither to receive her, Lady Lambton. 
could not part with her amiable companion with- 
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rit in ſuch ſtrong terms to Mr. d'Avora, who colt 
not forgive that pride which accaſioned fo much pai 
both to Louiſa and Sir Edward, that he told her i, | 
plain terms, how very happy, and how much hq. 
noured any man muſt be, who had her for his wife 
Perhaps Lady Lambton would have ſubſeribed to 
his opinion, had any one but her grandſon been 
concerned ; but the point was too tender, and it 
was no ſmall command over herſelf, that preventel 
her giving the good old man a hint that ſhe thought 
him 1mpertinent. | | 
Our travellers arrived in town the next day, af. 
ter a melancholy journey, far even the company 
of a friend ſhe fo much loved and eſteemed, could 
not reſtore Miſs Mancel's natural vivacity, though 
in compaſſion to the good old man, who ſympa- 
thiſed tenderly in her diſtreſs, ſhe endeayoured to 
the utmoſt of her power, to conceal how very 
deeply ſhe was afflicted. It was ſome, little time 
before her ſpirits were ſufficiently compoſed to form 
any ſcheme for her future life, nor were they be— 
nefitted by a letter from Lady Lambton, which 
cquainted her that Sir Edward, at his return, find- 
ing ſhe had left the place, that his grandmother | 
had conſented to her departure, and refuſed to tell 
him where ſhe was gone, was for ſome days fran- 
tic with rage and grief, and had juſt then leſt Lady 
Lambton, with a determination to ſerve as volun- 
teer in the army in Germany, in hopes, he ſaid, to 
find there a releaſe from his afflictions, which no- 
thing but the hand of death could beſtow. . 
The old lady was much ſhocked at this event, but 
hoped a little time would reſtore his reaſon, and 
. enable him to bear his diſappointment with pati- 
ence: There was room to believe, ſhe ſaid, that 


the reſt of the campaign would paſs over without 
: « a battle 


- 
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« battle, and if fo the change of ſcene might 
« abate his paſſionn -:; ; 1 ee 

Louiſa's heart was too tenderly engaged to rea- 
ſon ſo- philoſophically, ſhe was almoſt diſtracted 


| with her fears, and was often inclined to blame her 


own ſcruples, that had driven ſo worthy a man to 
ſuch extremities. All Mr. d'Avora could urge to 
reconcile her to herſelf, and to calm her apprehen- 
ſions for Sir Edward, were ſcarcely ſufficient to re- 


ſtore her to any eaſe of mind; but at length he 


brought her to ſubmit. patiently to her fate, and to 
ſupport her preſent trial with conſtancy. WOES. 
They were ſtill undetermined as to her future eſta- 
bliſh nent, when Mr. d'Avora one day met an old 
acquaintance and countryman in the A As this 


perſon had many years before returned to his native 


country, Mr. d' Avora inquired what had again 
brought him into England? His friend replied, 


that he was come in quality of Factotum to a wi- 


dow lady of fortune. In the courſe of their con- 
verſation he aſked Mr. d' Avora, if he could recom- 
mend a waiting woman to his lady, her's having 
died on the road. The character this man gave of 
his miſtreſs inclined Mr. d' Avora to mention the 


place to Miſs Mancel, who readily agreed, that he 


ſhould endeavour to obtain it for her. | 

Mr. d'Avora had engaged the man to call on him 
the next day, by telling him he believed he might 
be able to recommend a moſt valuable young per- 
lon to his lady. He was punctual to his appoint- 


ment, and conducted Mr. d'Avora and Louiſa to 


Mrs. Thornby's, that was the name of the lady in 
queſtion, edt; 4 453 
Miſs Mancel was dreſſed with care, but of a 
very different ſort from what is- uſually aimed at ; 
all her endeavours had been to conceal her youth 
and beauty as much as poſſible under great gravity 
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of dreſs, and to repreſent her under all the adva,. 
tages conſiſtent with neatneſs and cleaulineſs. But 
ſuch art was too thin a veil to hide her charms, Mr, 
Thornby was immediately ſtruck with her beauty, 
and made ſome ſcruple of taking a young perſon 
into her fervice, whom ſhe ſhould look upon as x 
great charge, and ſhe feared her maid might require 
more attention from her, than ſhe ſhould think ne- 
deſſary for any fervant to pay to herſelf, Mr, 
d' Avora repreſented to her, how cruel it was that 
beauty, which was looked upon as one of the 
moſt precious gifts of nature, - ſhould diſqualify 
a youn 1 for obtaining a neceſſary provi. | 
fion. That this young perſon's prudence waz 
ſo irreproachable, as ſufficiently ſecured her from 
any diſadvantages, which m__ naturally be 
feared from it. But ſtill he allowed, her perſon 
would juſtly deter a married woman from receiy- 
ing her, and might make a cautious mother 
avoid it, ſince her good conduct would rather add 
to, than diminiſh her attractions, therefore it was 
only with a ſingle lady the could hope to be placed; 
and he was well convinced, that ſuch an one 
would have reaſon to think herſelf happy in ſo 
accompliſhed a ſervant ; ſince her mind was ſtill 
more amiable than her perſonn _ 
Mrs. Thornby allowed what he ſaid to be reaſon - 
able, and was ſo charmed with Louiſa's appearance, 
that ſhe aſſured him ſhe would receive her with plea- 
ſure. She was in haſte for a fervant, and Miss 
Mancel had no reaſon to delay her attendance, 
therefore it was agreed ſhe ſhould enter into her 
place the next day. I 
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When Lady Lambton took leave of Louiſa, ſhe 


would have forced her to receive a very handſome 
preſent ; Louiſa had accepted many while ſhe lived 


with her ladyſhip, but at this time ſhe ſaid, it 
Would 
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« would look like receiving à diſpenſation for the 
« loſs of Sir Edward; and as ſhe choſe to ſacrifice 
both her inclinations and happineſs to her regard 
for Lady Lambton, ſhe could not be induced to 
« accept any thing that looked like a reward for an 
action, which, if ſhe had not thought it her duty, 
nothing could have prevailed with her to per- 
form.“ "The tendereſt affections of her heart 
were too much concerned in what ſhe had done, to 
leave her the power of feeling any apprehenſions 
of poverty; all the evils that attend it then ap- 
| peared to her ſo entirely external, that the beheld 
them with the calm philoſophy of a ſtoic, and not 
from a very contrary motive; the inſenſibility of 
each aroſe from a ruling paſſion ; the ſtoic's from 
pride, her's from love. But though The feared not 
poverty, ſhe ſaw it was adviſable to fix upon Tome 
eſtabliſhment, as ſoon as it could be obtained; and 
therefore received great ſatisfaftion from being aſ- 
ſured of Mrs. Thornby's acceptance of her ſervices. 
Mr, d'Avora was not without hopes, that if Sir Ed- 
ward continued conſtant till Lady Lambton's death, 
Louiſa might then, without any breach of honour 
or — marry him; though to have engaged 
herſelf to do fo, would, as ſhe obſerved, have been 
ſcarcely leſs inexcuſable than an immediate conſent ; 
therefore he adviſed her to aſſume another name, as 
Sir Edward might not chooſe, after ſhe was his 
wife, to have it known that the had been reduced 
to ſervitude. | | 
- Louiſa was accordingly received at Mrs. Thorn- 
by's by the name of Menil. Her ſenſe and 
athduity enabled her to acquit herſelf ſo well in her 
new place, as greatly delighted her miſtreſs; and 
though ſhe concealed the greateſt part of her ac- 
compliſhments, ſenſible they could be of no affiſt- 
ance, and might on the contrary raiſe a prejudice 

23 againſt 
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againſt her; yet her behaviour and converſations lM 
plainly indicated a ſuperior education, that beſm WM 
ſhe had been there a week, Mrs. Thornby told ber 
ſhe was certain ſhe had not been born for the ſti 
_ tion ſhe was then in, and begged a particular 2. 
| count of her whole life. ö 
9 Louiſa fearing that a compliance would render 
her leſs agreeable to her miſtreſs, who already treat- 
ed her with a reſpect, which ſeemed more than wy 
due to her ſituation, and often appeared uneaſy at 
ſeeing her perform the neeeſſary duties of her place; 
intreated to be ſpared a taſk, which, ſhe ſaid, wa. 
attended with ſome circumſtances ſo melanchoh, 
as greatly affected her ſpirits on a particular r. 
collection. | | TDs 
Mrs. Thornby's curioſity was not abated. by this 
inſinuation, and ſMe repeated her requeſt in a 
manner ſo importunate, and at the ſame time { 
kind, that Louiſa could no longer, without manj- 
{eſt diſreſpect, decline it. N 
She began then by acquainting her, that ſhe 
went by a borrowed name; but had proceeded 
no farther in her narration, than to tell her that 
her real name was Mancel, and that ſhe had been 
left to the care of an aunt, in her earlieſt infancy, 
by parents who were obliged, for reaſons ſhe could 
0 never learn, to leave their country, when Mrs 
4 3 Thornby exclaimed, My child! my child! and fink- 
9 ing on her knees, with eyes and hands lifted up 
towards heaven, poured forth a moſt ardent thankſ- 
; giving, with an extacy of mind not to be deſcribed, 
Her firſt ſenſation was that of gratitude to the Al- 
mighty Power, who had reſerved ſo great a. blel- 
fing for her; maternal tenderneſs alone gave riſe to 
the ſucceeding emotions of her heart; ſhe threw 
her arms round Louiſa, who on ſeeing her fall on 


ber knees, and not comprehending the aug | 
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or ner action, ran to her; but ſtruck with aftoniſh- 
nent and reverence at the awful piety in her coun- 
tenance and addreſs, bent ſilent and motionleſs over 
her, Mrs. Thornby leaning her head on Louiſa's 
| boſom, burſt into ſuch a flood of tears, and was 
ſo oppreſſed with 150 that the power of ſpeech to- 
tally failed her. uiſa raiſed her from the ground, 
crying, * Dear madam, what can all this mean ? 
What does this extreme agitation of your mind 
| © give me room e V5 wh THT: Lats B 
Every thing, my child | my angel! that a fond 
parent can beſtow, replied Mrs. Thornby. I 
am that mother, that was obliged to leave thee to 
| © another's care; and has Heaven preſerved m 
daughter, and reſtored her to me fo lovely, ſo 
© zmiable ! Gracious Providence! Merciful beyond 
hope] Teach me to thank thee as I ought for this: 
© laſt inſtance of thy goodneſs P And then her 
whole foul ſeemed again poured forth in gratefub 
adoration. ee ene en | * 
Louiſa could ſearcely believe this event was real; 
thus unexpectedly to meet with a parent, whom ſhe 
ſuppoſed loſt to her for ever, almoſt ſtunned her; 
her thoughts were ſo engroſſed by the raptures 
of her joyful mother, that ſhe did not feel half her 
good fortune; and the delight ſhe received in ſee- 
ing her mother's happineſs, robbed her of every 
other ſenſation? - ag | 
It was ſome hours before Mrs. Thornby's mind 
was ſufficiently compoſed to enter into any con- 
nected converſation. From broken ſentences Miſs 
Mancel learnt, that her: father and mother, by 
* the complicated diſtreſs of a ruined fortune, and 
the too fatal ſucceſs of a duel, in which Mr. 
* Mancel was unwillingly engaged, had been 
* obliged to abſent 2 from England. They 
went to one of the American colonies, in hopes 
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of finding means to improve their e 
Jeaving-t e Louiſa then in her cradle; With 
£2 lifter of 1 ancel's, who readily. 
< the care of her. They were — arrived in 
America, when Mr. Mancel was lened With a 
fever, of which he foon died, and with him al | 
© their hopes. Mrs. Mancet was left entirely de. 
© ſitute, at a loſs how to hazard the —— paſ. 
* fage hare, without the protection of à huſband, 
and with hardly a ſufficient fum rang wo dl 
« charge the . f N 
Fler melancholy ſituation engaged fore of the 
inhabitants of the place to offer her all | neceſſary 
accommodations, till the could find a proper op- 
s portunity of returning to England. During this 
© time, Mr. Thornby, a gentleman who had-ac- 
* quired a fortune there, ſaw her, and was fo well 
< pleaſed with her perſon and conduct, that he very 
* warmly-ſolicited. her to marry him. Every perſon 
© ſpoke in his favour, and urged her to conſent; her 
poverty was no faint. adviſer, and with general 
© a»probation, at the concluſion of the firſt year of 
her widowhood, fhe became his wife. 

« His affairs ſoon called him into a more inland 
part of the country, to which the attributed her 
never having hear from her ſiſter, to whom ſhe 
vote an account of her huſband's death; but 
by what Miſs Mancel told her ſhe imagined ber 
© letter had not been received. 

ö Mr. and Mrs. Thornby continued in the ſame 
6 place, till about two years before her arrival in 
ö England; but his heal h growing extremely bad, 

he was adviſed his phyſicians ta return to 
Europe. He wiſhed to vis his native country; 
but was perſuaded, for the re- eſtabliſnment of his 


conſtitution, to ſpend ſome time in Meals The 
climate 
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climate at firft ſeemed to relieve him, but his 


complaints returning with greater violence, he 
« died in the latter part of the ſecond year of his 
« abode there. | gt tht Toe | WY 
His eſtate in the Indies he bequeathed to a 
nephew, who lived upon the ſpot ;. but the money 


© he had ſent before him into England, Which 


« amounted to about farty thoufand pounds, he left 
to his widow. He had defired to be interred at 
Florence, where he died. As ſoon as the fune- 
«© ral was over, and ſome other neceſſary affairs ſet- 
« tled, Mrs. Thornby ſet out for En e where 
« ſhe no ſooner arrived than ſhe employed intelli- 
gent perſons to find out her ſiſter- in- law and 
daughter, but had not received any account from 
« them, when her daughter was reſtored to her as 
© the free gift of providence.” | 


Mrs. Thornby was now more deſirous than ever, 
to hear each minute particular that had befallen 


ker Louiſa z but Louiſa begged that before ſhe 
obeyed her orders, ſhe might have permiſſion to 
communicate the happy event to Mr. d'Avora, 
whoſe joy ſhe knew would be nearly equal to her 


own, A meſſenger was diſpatched for this purpoſe, 


and then ſhe related circumſtantially all the inci- 
dents in her ſhort life, except her partial regard to 
Sir Edward Lambton, which filial awe induced her 
to ſuppreſs, iT k 
Mrs. Thornby grew every day more delighted 
with her daughter, as her acquired accompliſh» 
ments, and natural excellencies, became more con- 
ſpicuous on longer acquaintance. Her maternal 
love ſeemed to glow with greater warmth for hav- 


ing been ſo long ſtifled, and Louiſa found ſuch de- 


light in the tender affection of a mother, that ſhe 
was ſcarcely ſenſible of the agreeable change in the 


other particulars of her ſituation, which was now 
G 4 in 
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x28 Turn His TORY jor: 
in every circumſtance the moſt deſirable. All thy 
fortune could give, ſhe had it in her power to en 
joy, and that eſteem which money cannot pure 
herown merit ſecured her, beſides all the gratificatin 
a E woman can receive from general admin. 
tion. But ſtill Louiſa was not happy, her fears fy 
Sir Edward's life, while in ſo dangerous a'fituation, 
would not ſuffer her mind to be at peace. $he 
might hope every thing from her mother's 'induf. 
gence, but had not courage to confeſs her weakneſ, 
nor to intimate a wiſh, which might occaſion her {. 
paration from a parent, whoſe joy in their re-unio 
ſtill roſe to rapture. Chance, that deity, which 
though blind, is often a powerful friend, did wha 
ſhe could not prevail on herſelf to do. 2 
One 4 the news- paper of the day being 
brought in, Mrs. Thornby taking it up, read t 
her daughter a paragraph, which contained an ac. 
count cf a battle in Germany, wherein many of the 
Engliſh were faid to be flain, but few of their names 
Tpecihed. Louiſa immediately turned pale, her 
work dropped out of her hand, and an univerſa 
trembling ſeized her. Mrs. Thornby was too- at- 
tentive not to obſerve: her daughter's diftreſs, and 
fo kindly inquired the reaſon, that Louiſa ventured 
to tell her for whom ſhe was ſo much intereſted; 
and gave an exact account of Sir Edward's addrels 
to her, her behaviour upon it, and the great rega 
ſhe had for him. HAS 1 
Mrs. Thornby affectionately chid her for having 
till then concealed a circumſtance whereon ſo much 
of her happineſs depended, and offered to write to 
Lady Lambton immediately, and acquaint her, that 

if want of fortune was her only objection to Mils 

Mancel, it no longer ſubſiſted, for that ſhe was 
ready to anſwer any demands of that ſort, which 
her ladyſhip ſhould chuſe to make, as ſhe W 
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ſhe ſhould no way ſo well ſecure her daughters hap- 
pineſs, as by uniting her with a gentleman of Sir 
Edward's amiable character, and whoſe affection for 
her had ſo evidently appeared. | 


Louiſa could not reject an offer which might re- 
ſcue Sir Edward from the danger that threatened 
him, and with pleaſure thought of rewarding fo 
generous and ſo ſincere a E Perhaps ſhe 
found ſome gratification, in ſhewing that gratitude 
alone dictated her refuſal. The letter was imme 
diately diſpatched, and received with great pleaſure 
by lady Lambton, whoſe eſteem for Miſs Mancel 
would have conquered any thing but her pride. 
She accepted the propoſal in the politeſt manner, 
and that Sir Edward might be acquainted with his 
happineſs as ſoon as poffible, diſpatched her ftew- 
ard into Germany, ordering him to travel with the 
utmoſt expedition, and gave him Mrs. Thornby's 
letter, with one from bertelf, containing an account 
of the great change in Louiſa's fortune. f 

The ſervant obeyed the directions given him, and 
performed the journey in as ſhort a time as poſſible; 
but as he entered the camp, he met Sir Edward in- 
deed, but not as a future bridegroom. He was 
borne on men's ſhoulders, pale and almoſt breath- 
leſs, juſt returned from an attack, where, by his too 
great raſhneſs, he had received a mortal wound. 
He followed him with an aching heart to his tent, 
where Sir Edward recovering his ſenſes, knew him, 
and aſked,.< What brought him there ſoopportunely, 
© to cloſe his eyes, and pay the laſt duties, to one of 
© whoſe infancy he had been ſo careful ?* for this 
ſervant: lived in the family when Sir Edward was 
born, and loved him almoſt with. paternal fond- 
neſs, which occaſioned. his defire of being himſelf 
the meſſenger of ſuch joyful news, 
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The poor man was ſcarcely able to anſwer 
© The poor an in ſuch * terms, — 

was doubtful whether he ought to — 

a circumſtance, which might only increaſe his n 

gret at loſing a liſe, which would pave been bleſs 

to his utmoſt wiſh, but incapable in that ſtate 

mind of inventing any plauſible reaſon, he toldhin 

the truth, and gave him the two letters. 
The pleaſure Sir Edward received at the accoun 

of —— good fortune, and the ſtill greater y 

he felt at ſo evident a proof of her regand for hin, 

made him for a time forget his pains, and 'flat- 

tered the good old ſteward with hopes, that his cak 
was 'not 05 deſperate as the ſurgeons repreſented it; 
but Sir Edward told him, * the 2 all hope we 

vain. I muſt accuſe myſelf, foul he, Ly 6. 

that lovely generous. woman; 

would have bleſſed my future days, had 175 not 

raſhly, I fear criminally, ſhortened them, not by 

my own hand indeed, but how little different! 

Mad with deſpair, I have fought all means of ob- 

taining, what I imagined the only cure for my 

diſtempered mind. ay of life, fGince I could 
not poſſeſs her, in whom all ys, all the 
withes of my ſoul were centere l . lerzed ev — 

occaſion of expoſing myſelf to the enemy 's f 

Contrary to my hopes, I eſcaped many tunes 
when death feemed unavoidable; but grown more 
deſperate by diſappointment, I this morning went 
on an attack, where, inftead af attempting to con- 
quer, all my endeavour was to be killed, and at 
laſt I ſucceeded, - how fatally! Oh I my Louiſt 
continued he, and do I then loſe thee by my'own 
impatience ! Had I, like thee, ſubmitted to the 
diſpoſition of Providence, had I waited, fram its 
mighty power, that relief which it alone en 
give, I might now be expecting with * = 
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c hour that ſhould have united us for ever, inſtead 
« of preparing for that which ſhall fummon me to 
+ the grave, where even thou ſhalt be forgotten, 
and the laſt traces of thy lovely image effaced - 
from my too faithful remembrance. How juſt 
are the decrees of the Almighty.! Thy patience, 
thy reſignation, and uncommon virtues are re- 
warded as they ought ; my petulance, my impa- 
tience, which, as it were, flew in the face of my 
Maker, and ſought to loſe a life which he had in- 
truſted to my keeping, and required me to pre- 
ſerye, is deſervedly puniſhed. I am deprived of 
that exiſtence, which I would now endure whole 
ages of pain to recal, were it to be done, but it 
| * is paſt, and I ſubmit to thy juſtice, thou all-wiſe 

Diſpoſer of my fate.” % | 

The agitation of Sir Edward's mind had given 
him a flow of falſe ſpirits, but at length they failed, 
leaving him only the more exhauſted. He kept 
Mrs. Thornby's letter on his pillow, and read it 
many times. Frequent were his expreſſions of re- 
gret for his own raſhneſs, and he felt much concern 
from the fear that Louifa would be ſhocked with 
his death. Her mother's proceedings convinced 
him ſhe was not void of regard for him; he now 
faw that he had not — flattered himſelf, when 
he imagined, from many little circumſtances, that 
her heart ſpoke in his favour; and the force ſhe 
muſt have put on her affections, raiſed his opinion 
of her almoſt to adoration, He often told his faith- 
ful attendant, that in thoſe moments he felt a joy 
beyond what he had ever yet experienced, in believ- 
ing Louiſa loved him; but theſe emotions were 
ſoon checked by reflecting, that if ſhe did ſo, ſhe 
could not hear of his death without ſuffering many 
heart-felt pangs. 


G 6 He 


hd „ Tur UArSCoity of: 
le lingered for three days, without the leaft en. 
couragement to hope for life, and on the laſt die 
with great reſignation, receiving his death 'as x 
puniſhment juſtly due to his want of ſubmiſſion to 
the divine will, and that froward petulance which 
drove him to deſperation, in not ſucceeding to his 
wiſhes, juſt at the time, that to his impetuous 
| paſſions, and ſhort-fighted reaſon, appeared moſt 
defirable. A Pe: g NE, 
The afflited ſteward wrote an account of th 
melancholy event to Lady Lambton, and ſtaid to 
attend Sir Edward's body home, that his laſt re- 
mains might be depoſited in the family vault. 
Lady Lambton received theſe mournful tiding 
with exceffive grief, and communicated them to 
Mrs. Thornby. Louiſa, from the time of the meſ. 
ſenger's ſetting out for Germany, had been pleaſing 
herſelf with reflecting on the joyful reception he 
would meet with from Sir Edward, and had fre- 
queney anticipated, in imagination, the pleaſure 
e and Sir Edward would receive at ſeeing each 
other, after ſo melancholy a ſeparation. She now 
every hour expected him, and when Mrs. Thornby 
began to prepare her againſt ſurprize, ſhe imagined 
he was arrived, and that her kind mother was en- 
deavouring to guard her againſt too ſudden a joy. She 
attempted to break through the delay, which muſt 
ariſe from all this caution, by begging to know if 
he was in the houſe, deſiring her not to fear any il 
effects from his ſudden appearance, and roſe from 
her ſeat, in order to attend her mother to Sir Ed- 
ward. Mrs. Thornby made her ſit down again, 
and with a countenance which ſpoke very different 
thin 7 from what ſhe expected, acquainted her with 
the fatal end of all her hopes. D es 
Louiſa was ſhocked in proportion to the degree 
to which ſhe was before elated. She ſunk lifelels 
| 8 n 
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in the arms of her mother, who had claſped her 
to her breaſt, and it was a conſiderable time before 
their cruel endeavours to bring her to her ſenſes 
ſucceeded. Her firſt ſenſation was an agony of 
grief; ſhe accuſed herſelf of being the occaſion of 
dir Edward's death, and from the unfortunate'con- 
ſequences of her actions, arraigned her motives for 
them. Mrs. Thornby and Mr. d' Avora, whom the 
former had ſent for on this occaſion, endeavoured to 
convince her, ſhe was no way to blame, that what 
ſhe had done was laudable, and ſhe ought not to 
judge of an action by its conſequences, which muſt 
always remain in the hands of the Almighty, to 
whom we are accountable for our motives, but. who 
beſt knows when they ought to be crowned with 
ſucceſs. When they had prevailed with her to e. 
culpate herſelf, her piety and patience made it the 
more eaſy to perſuade her calmly to ſubmit to the 
decrees of Providence. She ſoon ſaw, that to ſuffer 
was her duty, and though ſhe might grieve, ſhe 
muſt not repine. The good advice of her two 
friends was ſome ſupport to her mind, but her chief 
ſtrength aroſe from her frequent petitions to him 
who tried her in ſufferings, to grant her patience 


fervently and ſincerely made, can never be una- 
vailing, and ſhe found the conſolation ſhe aſked for. 
Her affliction was deep, but ſilent and ſubmiſſive, 
and in no part of her life did ſhe-ever appear more 
amiable than on this trying occaſion, when her ex- 
treme ſenſibility could never extort one word or 
thought which was not dictated by humble piety, 
and the moſt exemplary reſignation. That Sir Ed- 
ward had had ſo juſt a ſenſe of his own error, and 
ſo properly repented his impatience, was a great con- 
ſolation, and ſhe hoped to meet him whom ſhe * 
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to bear them with due reſignation. Such addreſſes, 
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ſo ſoon loſt; in a ſtate of happineſs, where thy out 
ſhould never more be parte. 68 
Mrs. Morgan had borne a tender fflare in I but 
Louiſa's joys and ſorrows ; for in the frequency i Wi <0" 
her correſpondence, every circumſtance that attend. Wi to 
ed the latter was faithfully imparted, though the 
communication was Jeſs free on Mrs. Morgan's fige, 
who; contrary to her natural temper, acted with m. 
ſerve in this particular; induced by a double my, 
tive, a belief that it was her duty to conceal he 
Huſband's faults, and a deſire to ſpare her friend th; 
pain of a ſuftering participation in her vexation 
She longed to attend Mifs Mancel in her affliction, 
but dared not urge a requeſt with which ſhe kney 
Mr. Morgan would not comply. He lived intitel 
in the country, and ſeemed to be totally inſenſible 
to the pleaſure of contributing to the happineſs of 
others. All his tenderneſs was confined within the 
narrow circle of himſelf. Mrs. Morgan daily be- 
held diſtreſs and poverty without the power of re- 
tieving it, for his parcimony would not let him 
truſt her with the diſpoſal even of what money was 
neceflary for her own expences, his ſiſter always 
bought what they in their wiſdoms judged requiſite, 
and Mrs. Morgan was treated in thoſe affairs like 
a little chill. . La Ln 
In matters too trifling to come within Mr. Mor- 
- gan's notice, Mrs. Suſanna, fearing her ſiſter ſhould 
enjoy a moment's eaſe, teok care to perform her 
part in teazing, as if their joint buſineſs was Ly | 
to keep that poor woman in a, conſtant tate of 
fering. Fo compleat her vexation, Mr. Morgan, 
ho had always drank hard, increaſed fa much in 
that vice, that few days paſſed wherein he was not 
- tofally intoxicated. Ms. Morgan faw no means of 
_ redreſs, and therefore thought it beſt to ſuffer with- 
| | out 


aut complaint 3 ſhe conſidered, , that, b conteſt» 
tion, ſhe could not prevail over their ill temper, 
but muſt infallibly ſour her own, and deſtroy that 


to acquit herſelf well in all Chriſtian duties. By 
this patient acquieſcence her virtues were refined, 
though her health ſuffered, and ſhe found ſome ſa+ 
tifaction in reflecting, that him whom ſhe ; moſt 


deavours, however: unavailing might be to- 
wards obtaining the favour of thoſe on whom ber 
earthly peace depended. att? 591 256 

At this part of Mrs. Maynard's narration we 
were again interrupted by dinner, but the arrival 
of ſome viſitors in the afternoon, afforded Lamont 
and myſelf an opportunity of begging her to-gi 


retired ſeat in the garden 3 when ſhe thus pro- 
ceaded.. on fin Ki foghncbkd 215d el bas 

The next fix years of Mifs Mancel's life paſſed 
in a perfect calm; this may appear too cold an ex- 
preſſion, ſince her ſituation was ſuch, as would by 
moſt people have been ht conſummate hap- 
pineſs. Mrs. Thornby's ample fortune enabled 
them to live in great figure, and Miſs Mancel's 


of general admiration. Had her conduct been leis 
amiable, ſhe could not but have acquired many 
lovers; it is not ſtrange then, ſuch as ſhe was, that 
ſhe ſhould be addreſſed by many men of diſtinguiſh- 
ed rank and fortune. Wherever ſhe appeared, ſhe 
attracted all eyes, and engroſſed the whole atten- 
tion. Mrs. Thornby, more delighted with the ad- 
miration paid her daughter than ſhe herſelf, carried 


her frequently into public, and kept a great deal of 
company. Louiſa could nat be inſenſible to the 
ES general 


wiſhed to pleaſe, would graciouſly accept her en- 


to _— 
us the ſequel, and for that purpoſe. we choſe a 


beauty and underſtanding rendered her the object of 
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compoſure of mind, neceſſary to enable every one 
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general approbation, but was hurt with the ſeriny 
attachment of thoſe. who more particularly addrefiy 
Her. As ſhe was determined never to marry, chin 
ing it a ſort of infidelity to a man, whoſe death 


owing to his affeRion for her, ſhe always took l. 
firſt opportunity of diſcouraging every purſuit a 
that kind; and reſtrained the natural vixacity of 
her temper, leſt it ſhould give riſe to any hops 
which could end only in diſappointment. She th. 
deavoured to make publickly known her fixed de. 
termination never to marry; but as thoſe reſolutiom 

are ſeldom thought unalterable, many men flatter. 
ed themſelves, that their rank and fortunes, with 

their perſonal merits, might conquer ſo ſtrange a 
intention, and therefore would not deſiſt without an 

_ Expreſs refuſal. ; {2:07 E 
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In the ſeventh year after Mrs. Thornby's re- 
turn into England, 'ſhe was taken off by a ſeyer, 


and left Miſs Mancel, at twenty-four years of age, 
in poſſeſſion of enger pounds, à fortune 
which could not afford her any conſolation for the 
loſs of fo tender a parent. Having nothing to at. 
tach her to any particular part of the kingdom, ſhe 
more than ever longed to. ſettle in Mrs. Morgan's 

_ neighbourhood, but feared to occaſion ſome new 
auneaſineſs to her friend; and was ſenſible, that if, 
when vicinity favoured them, they ſhould be de- 
nied the pleaſure of each others company, or very 
much reftrained in it, the mortification would be 
MKill. greater than when diſtance would not permit 

them to meet. She had the ſatisfaction of hear. 
ing from her friend, that Mr. Morgan ſeemed to 
eſteem her more than for ſome years after their 
marriage, and often gave her reaſon to think he 

did not deſpiſe her underſtanding, and was well 
pleaſed with her conduct. The truth was, this ' 
gentleman's eyes were at laſt opened to the _ 
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e his wife's behaviour, the long trial he had made 


formed with 2pparent chearfulneſs, if compared with 
his ſiſter's conduct, could not fail of appearing in 
n amiable light, when he was no longer beſet 
wich the malicious infinuations of Suſanna,” who 
had beſtowed herfelf on a young enfign, whoſe 
ſmall hopes of preferment in the army, reduced 
him to accept that lady and her fortune as a me- 
lancholy reſource, but his only certain proviſion. 
This alteration in Mr. Morgan's temper gave 
Mrs. Morgan and Louifa room to hope that he 
might not always continue averſe to their becoming 
neighbours, N A. 
While they were flattering themſelves zvith this 
agreeable proſpect, Mr. Morgan was ſeized with a 
aralytic diſorder, which at firſt attacked his limbs, 
bat in a very (tort time affected his head ſo much, 
as almoſt to deprive him of his ſenſes. He was 
totally confined to his bed, and ſeemed not to know 
any one but his wife. He would take neither me- 
dicine nor nouriſhment except from her hands; as 
he was entirely lame, ſhe was obliged to feed him, 
and he was not eaſy if ſhe was out of the room. 
Even in the night he would frequently call to her; 
if the appeared at his bed-fide, he was then con- 
tented, being ſure ſhe was in the chamber, but 
would fall into violent paſſions, which he had not 
words to expreſs (for he was almoſt deprived of his 
eech) if ſhe did not inſtantly appear. . 
When Miſs Mancel heard of his deplorable ſi- 
tuation, ſhe was under the greateſt apprehenſions 
for her friend's health, from ſo cloſe and ſo fa- 
tiguing an attendance, and begged ſhe might come 
to her, as he was then incapable of ny 
2 
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at it, The offer was too agreeable to be re 
and theſe ladies met after ſo long an enforced ſe- 


paration, 


F her obedience, which was implicit, and per- 


ry 
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pParation, with a joy not to be imagined by z 
8 leſs ſuſceptible. than theirs of the Ar 0 
delicate ſenſations: of friendſhip. Louiſa was a 
moſt as conſtantly in Mr, Morgans room in th 
day-time, as his wife, though fhe kept out of ln 
- Tight, and thus they had full opportunity of can, 
verſing together; for though the ſick man oftes 
called Mrs. Morgan, yet as ſoon as he ſaw the wy 
in the chamber, he ſunk again into that ſt  o 
ſtupe faction, from which he never recovered. Mr, 
Morgan put a bed up in his room, and lay ther 
conſtantly, but as he was as ſolicitous to knoy 
ſhe was preſent in the night, as in the day, ſhe 
could never quite undreſs herſelf the whole time of 
OO NTT OT Ts „ 
- In this condition Mr. Morgan lay for thter 
months, when death releafed him from this world; 
and brought a feaſonable relief to Mrs. Morgan, 
whoſe . ſo impaired by long confinement, 
and want of quiet reſt, that 1 not much 
longer have ſupported it; and vexation had before 
.fo far impaired her canſtitution, that nothing coul 
have ſed her to undergo ſo long a TY Nan but 
the infinite joy ſhe received from Miſs Mancel's 


On; RT | Fd | 
When Mr. Morgan's will was opened, it ap- 
peared, that he had left his wife an eſtate which fe] 
to him about a month before the commencement 
of his illneſs, where we now live, The income of 
it is a thouſand pounds a year ; the land was tho- 
roughly ſtocked, and the houſe in good repair. Mr 
Morgan had at his marriage jettled a jointure on 
his wife of four hundred pounds a year rent charge, 
and in a codicil made juſt after his ſiſter's weddin . 
he , bequeathed her two thouſand pounds in ready 
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vas judge: neceſſary, that, for the recovery of her 
health, ſhe ſhould go to Tunbridge, to which place 
Mis Mancel accompanied her. As Mrs. Morgan's 
ireſs confined her entirely at home, they were nos 
in the way of making many acquaintance; but lady 
Mary Jones being in the houſe, and having long 
peen known to Miſs Mancel, though no intimac 
had ſubſiſted between them, they now became muc 


connected. The two friends had agreed: to: retire 
6 into the country, and though. both of an age and 
or WW fortune to enjoy all the pleatures-which moſt peaple 
lhe bo eagerly purſue, they were deſirous of fixing in a 
of way of life where all their ſatisfactions might be 


rational, and as conducive to eternal, as to tem 


they have ſince put into execution, and engaged 


of their affairs. a el 1 g * 
Lady Mary was at that time ſo much in the ſame 
diſpoſition, and ſo charmed with ſuch part of their 
ſcheme as they communicated to her, that ſhe begged 
to live with them for half a year, by which time they 
would be able to fee whether they choſe her con- 
tinuance there, and ſhe ſhould have experienced 
how far their way of life was agreeable to her. Lady 
Mary's merit was too apparent not to obtain their 


ready conſent to her propoſal, and when they had 


the ſatisfaction of ſeeing Mrs. Morgan much re- 
covered by the waters, and no farther benefit was 
expected, they came to this houſe, _ i 
They found it ſufficiently furniſhed, and in ſuch 
good order, that they ſettled in it without trouble. 
The condition of the poor ſoon drew their atten- 
tion, and they inſtituted ſchools for the yuung, and 
alms-houſes for the old. As they ordered every 
Li thing 


| After Mrs. Morgan had ſettled all her affairs, it 


happineſs. They laid the plan of many things, which 


Mr. D'Avora to live with them, both as a valuable 
friend, and an uſeful aſſiſtant in the management 


£ 
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thing in their own family with great ceconomy, wil 
thought themſelves entitled only to a part of thy 
fortunes, their large incomes allowed them fi 
power to aſſiſt many, whoſe ſituations differed y 
eſſentially from theirs. The next expence th 
| undertook, after the eſtabliſhment of ſchools uy 
alms-houſes, was that of furniſhing a houſe for 
very young couple that married in their neighbou Mir 
hood, and providing them with ſome fort of foi 
which by induſtry would prove very conducive ty 
wards their living in a comfortable degree of pleny, 
They have always paid nurſes for the fick, {ej 
them every proper refreſhment, and allow the ſam 
ſum weekly which the ſick perſon could have pain 
ed, that the reſt of the family may not loſe ay 
part of their ſupport, by the incapacity of one. 
When they found their fortunes would ſtill a. 
ford a larger communication, they began to receint 
the daughters of perſons in office, or other life-ins 
comes, who, by the death of their. parents, were 
left deſtitute of proviſion ;\ and when, among the 
lower fort, they meet with an uncommon genius, 
they will admit her among the number, The girls 
you ſee fit in the room with us are all they have at 
preſent in that way; they are educated in ſucha 
manner as will. render them acceptable, where ac- 
compliſned women of an humble rank and beha - 
viour are wanted, either for the care of a houſe ot 
children. Theſe girls are never out of the room 
with us, except at breakfaſt and dinner, and after 
eight o'clock in the evening, at which times they 
are under the immediate care of the houſe-keeper, 
with whom they are allowed to walk out for an hour 
or two every fine day; leſt their being always in 
our company ſhould make them think their ſitua- 
tion above a menial ftate ; they attend us while we 


are dreſſing, and we endeavour that the time they 
B 3 


Mis MAncEL and Mrs. Mok AN. 141: 
e thus employed ſhall not paſs without improve- 
ent. They are clad coarſe and plain for the ſame, 
Laſon, as nothing has a ſtronger influence on vanity 

dreſs. e 4 
Each of us takes our week alternately of more 


ME.-.rticular inſpection over the performances of theſe 
ou. virls, and they all read by turns aloud to ſuch of 
och us, as are employed about any thing that renders it 

not inconvenient to liſten to them. By this ſort of 
education my friends hope to do extenſiye good, by 
not only ſerving theſe poor orphans, but conferring 


a great benefit on all who ſhall be committed to 
their care, or have occaſion for their ſervice ; and 
one can ſet no bounds to the N that may 
ariſe from perſons of excellent principles, and en- 
larged underſtandings, in the ſituations wherein 
they are to be placed. In every thing their view is 
to be as beneficial to ſociety as poſſible, and they 
are ſuch ceconomiſts even in their charities, as to 
order them in a manner, that as large a part of 
mankind as poſſible ſhould feel the happy influence 

of their bounty. * F 
In this place, and in this way of life, the three 
ladies already mentioned have lived upwards of 
twenty years; for Lady Mary Jones joined her for- 
tune to thoſe of the two friends, never chuſing to 
quit them, and is too agreeable not to be very de- 
rable in the ſociety. Mrs. Mancel has often de- 
clared, that ſhe plainly ſees the merciful hand. of 
Providence bringing good out of evil, in an event, 
which ſhe, at the time it. happened, thought her. 
greateſt misfortune ; for had ſhe married Sir Ed- 
ward Lambton, her ſincere affection for him would 
have led her to conform implicitly to all his incli- 
nations, her views would have been confined to this 
earth, and too ſtrongly attached to human objects, 
to have properly obeyed the giver of the _— , 

; | 6 - 


we Fai Hrs To ah ai” 
ſhe ſo mach valued, who is generally leſs POR 
2 2 122 oportion a8 he is more particularly bo 
age, her fortune, and compliant ten. 
2 , . have ſeduced her into diffipation, a 
ve made her loſe all the heart- felt; J6y8" ſhe no 
daily experiences, both when fe reflebts on the 
bars Wr the preſent, or 1 the 
nn 
Putt 1 eugbt W mention Nerd K bs 
babieur de Her Ralf ſiſters. Sir Charles tied about 
five years ago, ard through His wife's ext ev 
left his ſtate over-charged with 'debts, and twy 
* and 'a fon unprovided for. Lady Mel. 
vyn's jointure was not great; Sir George, her «ld 
foh, received but juſt ſufficrent out of his eſtate to 
maintain himſelf genteelly. By the firſt Lady Mel. 
vyn's marriage- ſettlements, fix thouſand — 
were ſettled on her children, which, as Mrs. Morgan 
was her only child, became her property; this ſhe 
divided between her mother-in-law”s three youtipe 
children, and has beſides conferred ſeveral favours on 
that family, and frequently makes: then valuable 
preſents. The young gentlemen and ladies often 
paſs ſome time here; Lady Melvyn made us a'viſit 
in che firſt year of her widowhood, ' but our way 
of life is ſo ill ſuited to her taſte, that, except 
during that dull period of conſinement, e du 
never Favoured us with her company. 
My couſin, I beHeve, was going to mention 
me other. of the actions of theſe adies, Which 
feemed f favourite topic with her, when the reſt of 
the company coming into the garden, we PF 
ourfetves obliged to join them. 
The afternoons, in this fami i periechlly con- 
cluded with one of thefr delight tfal concerts; but 
as ſoon as the viſitors were departed, the ladies 
faid, they would amuſe us that evening With an en- 
Sertainments 
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+1 ment, which might poſſibly be more new to 
a ruſtic ball The occaſton of it was the mars 
age of a young woman, who had deen brought 
hut having for that whole time been courted by x 
young farmer of good character, the had deen mar- 
ied in the morning, and that evening was dedicated 
> the celebration of their wedding. 
We removed into the ſervants hall, a neat room, 
and well lighted, where we found a very numerous 
affembly ; pans couple were preparing to dance; 
the reſt were only ſpectatorz. The bride was 4 
pretty genteel girl, dreſſed in a white callico gown, 
white ribbons, and in every particular neat to an 
exceſs, The bridegroom was a well-looking young 
man, as clean an- fprucely drefled as his bride, 
though not with fuch emblematic = This 
couple, contrary to the cuſtom of finer people on 
ſuch occaſions, were to begin the ball together; 
but Lamont aſked leave to be the bride's partner 
for two or three dances, a compliment not dtſa- 
greeable to the ladies, and highly pleafing to the 
reſt of the company, except the bride, whoſe va- 
nity one might plamly fee did not find gratification 
enough in having fo genteel a partner, to recom- 


ſeemed well ſatisfied with the honour conferred on 
his wife. | F rg: 
That the bridegroom might not be without his 
ſhare of civility, the ladies gave him leave to dance 
with the eldeſt of the young girls more particu- 
mY under their care, till his wife was reſtored to 
him. „ | ED 
We fat above an hour with this joyous company, 
whoſe mirth ſeemed as pure as it was ſincere, and 
I never faw a ball managed with greater decorum. 
There is a coquetry and gallantry appropriated & 
| e al 


penſe her for the loſs of her Colin, who, however, 


* 
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all conditions, and to ſee the different manne: 10 
which it was expreſſed in this little ſet, from why 
one is accuſtomed to behold in higher life, af + 
ed me great amuſement; and the little arts uſe tp 
among theſe young people to captivate each othe 

were accompanied with ſo much innocenee, 3 
made it exceſſively pleaſing. We ſtaid about x 
hour and half with them, and then went to ſup 


ey couſin told me that Mrs. Mancel gave the 
oung bride a fortune, and that ſhe might have he 
| Bare of employment, and contribute to the py 
viſion for her family, had ſtocked her dairy, aui 
furniſhed her with poultry. This, Mrs. Maynal 
added, was what they did for all the young wo. 
men they brought up, if they. proved deſerving; 
| Thewing, likewiſe, the ſame favour to any other 
irls in the pariſh, who, during their ſingle fate, 
haved with remarkable induſtry and ſobriety, By * 
this mark of diſtinction they were incited to a pro- 
per behaviour, and appeared more anxious for this 
benevolence, on account of the honour that aroſe 
from it, than for the pecuniary advantage. 
As the conduct of the ladies in this particular wa 
uncommon, I could not forbear telling them, that 
was ſurpriſed to find ſo. great encouragement 
© given to matrimony by perſons, whole "choice 
SY e them little inclined in its favour.“ 
Does it ſurpriſe you, anſwered Mrs. Morgan 
ſmiling, to ſee people promote that in others, 
© which they themſelves do not chuſe to practiſe 
© We conſider matrimony as abſolutely necellary to 
the good of ſociety ; it is a general duty; but a5, 
according -to all antient tenures, thoſe obliged to 
perform knight's ſervice, might, if. they. choſe 
to enjoy their own fire-ſides, be exculed, b 
ſending deputies to ſupply their places; E Hh 
| 1 *6 uſing 
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uſing the ſame privilege ſubſtitute many others, 
and certainly much more promote wedlock, than 
we could do by entering into it ourſelves. This 
may wear the appearance of ſome deyout perſons 
of à certain religion, who, equally indolent and 
timorous, when they do not chuſe to ſay ſo many 


" 
* 


prayers as they think their, duty, pay others for 


ſupplying their deffeiencies. 5 
In this caſe, ſaid I, your example is ſomewhat * 
contradictory, and ſhould it be entirely followed, 
it would confine matrimony to the lower rank of 
people, among whom it ſeems going out of fa- 
ſhion, as well as with their ſuperiors ; nor indeed 
can we wonder at it, for diffipation and extrava- 
gance are now become ſuch univerſal vices, that 
it requires great courage in any to enter into an 
:ndiffoluble ſociety. Inſtead of being ſurpriſed 
at the common difinclination to marriage, I am 
rather diſpoſed to wonder when I ſee a man ven- 
ture to render himſelf hable to the expences of a 
woman, who laviſhes both her time and money 
on every faſhionable folly ; and ſtill more, when 
one of your ſex ſubjects. herſelf to be reduced 
to poverty by a huſband's love for gaming, and 
to neglect by his inconſtancy.” — 
J am of your opinion, ſaid Mrs. Trentham, 
to face the enemy's cannon appears to me a leſs 
effort of courage, than to put our happineſs into 
the hands of a perſon, who perhaps will not once 
reflect on the importance of the truſt committed 
to his or her care, For the caſe is pretty equal 
as to both ſexes,. each can deſtroy the other's 
peace. Ours ſeems to have found out the means 
of being on an equality with yours. Few for- 
tunes are ſufficient to ſtand a double expence. 
The huſband muſt attend the gaming-table and 
* horſe-races; the wife muſt have a profuſion of 
H * ornaments 
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V ornaments. for ber perſons and cards for. here, 
* tertainment., The care of the eſtate 5 50 Tam 
« are left in the hands of ſervants, who, in 1 
+ tion of their maſters and miſtreſſes, will have 
their pleaſures, and theſe muſt be ſupplied Out of 
the fortunes of thoſe they ſerye, Man and wiß 
are often nothing better than e ih each 
others ruin; domeſtic virtues are; ;Expladed, and 
ſocial happineſs deſpiſed, as du al; and infip th 
»The example of the Fand infects 1 4 Wbcle 
community. The honeſf tradeſman, who Wiſhes 
for a wife to aſſiſt him in his bullets, and % 
« take care of his family, dares not marry, When 
12 * Every woman of his own rank, emulating her ſu. 
< periors,. runs into ſuch faſhions, of drefs, as res 
* quire great part of his gains to ſupply, and the 
income which, would have been thought ſuffi, 
» cient ſome years ago for the wife of a. gentlemay 
of large eſtate, 1 now ſcarcely ſerve to enable 
a tradeſman's wife to appear like her neigh- 
bours. They too muſt have their evening bar. 
ties, they muſt attend the places of public di- 
verſion, and muſt be allowed perpetuaÞ diſſipation 
< without controul. The poor man ſighs after the 
0 Pe 7 when his father married; then cleanlines 
Vas a womar:'s Chief perſonal ornament, half the 
quantity of ſilk ſufficed for her cloaths, variety 
of trumpery ornaments were not thought of, he 
* huſband's buſineſs employed her attention, and 
her children were the objects of her care. When 
he came home, wearied with the <mploymen & of 
the day, he found her ready to receive him, and : 
vas not afraid of being told ſhe was gone to. the 
play or opera, or of finding her engaged in 4 
| + party at cards, while he was reduced. to ſpend 
4 
. 


his evening alone, But, in a world fo chang- 


ed, a man dares not venture on marriage which 
« promulcs 
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6 promiſes him no comfort, and may occaſion his. 
« ruin, nor wiſhes for children, whoſe mother's ne- 
glect may expoſe them to deſtruction. | 
© It is common to blame the lower ſort of peo- 
e for imitating their ſuperiors ; but it is equally 
75 fault of every ſtation, and therefore thoſe of 
higher rank ſhould conſider it is their duty to. ſets 
no examples that may hurt others. A degree of 
© ſubordination is always acquieſced in, but while 
the nobleman lives like a prince, the gentleman 
« will riſe to the proper expences of a nobleman, 
and the tradeſman take that vacant rank which 
the gentleman has quitted; nor will he be aſhamed 
« of becoming a bankrupt, when he ſees the for- 
tunes of his ſuperiors mouldering away, and knows 
them to be oppreſſed with debts. hatever right 
people may have to make free with their own 
« happineſs, a beneficial example is a duty which 
© they indiſpenſibly owe to ſociety, and the profuſe 
have the extravagance of their inferiors to anſwer 
* for. The ſame may be ſaid for thoſe. who con- 
© tribute to the diſſipation of orhers, by being diſ- 
ſipated themſelves. 

* But, Madam, interrupted. Lamont, do you 
think it incumbent. on people of faſhion to re- 
* linquiſh their pleaſures, leſt their example ſhould 
lead others to neglect their, buſineſs ?? 


* I ſhould certainly, replied Mrs. Trentham, 


* anſwer you in the affirmative, were the caſe as 
you put it, but much more ſo in the light I ſee 

* it Every {tation has its duties, thoſe. of the 
great are more various than, thoſe. of their infe- 

* riors, They are not ſo confined to economical 


* attentions, nor ought they to be totally without 


them; but their more extenſive, influence, their 
ot greater leiſure to ſerve their Creator with. all the 


 4OWerS of their minds, conſtitute many duties on 
2 their 
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« their part, to which diſfipation is as great an e. 
© nemy, as it can be to thoſe more entirely dome, 
4 tic 3. therefore on each ſide there is an equal neg. 
C le&; and why ſhould We expect that ſuch as we 
imagine have fewer advantages of education 
and dedicating themſelves ſolely to the perforn. 


ance of their duties, than per ns whoſe ming, | 


bare more improved) 
'I cannot deny, anfwered Lamont, but what 
vou fay is juſt, yet I fear you have uttered truths 
that muſt continue entirely ſpeculatiye ; though, 
* if any people have a right to turn reformer, 
you ladies are beſt qualified, ſince you begin by 
« reforming yourſelves; you practiſe more than 
+ you preach, and therefore mu always be liſtened 
to with attention.“ . e e 
We do not ſet up for reformers, faid Mrs. 
< Mancel, we wiſh to regulate ourſelves by the 
© laws laid down to us, and, as far as our influence 
can extend, endeavour, to inforce them; beyond 
© that ſmall circle all is foreign to us; we have 
« ſufficient employment in improving ourſelves ; to 
mend the world requires much abler hands,” 
When you talk of laws, Madam, by which 


a 


every one may demand an equal power, but laws 
ſeem to require obedience ; pray, from whence 
do you take thofe which you with to make your 
r | | 
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a Chriſtian take them, from the Alcoran, think 
you, or from the wiſer Confucius, or would you 
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the iron hand of the legiſlative power? No, ſure- 
ly, the Chriſtian's law is written in the young 
1 | „there, 


you would regulate your actions, ſaid Lamont, 
you raiſe a juſt alarm; as for matter of opinion, 


From whence, anſwered Mrs. Mancel, ſhould 


ſeek in Coke on Littleton, that you may eſcape - 


— 


* 
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there, independent of the political regulations of 
« particular communities, is to be found the law 
© of the Supreme Legiſlator. There, indeed, is 
contained the true and invariable law of nati- 
ons; and, according to our performance of it, we 

« ſhall be tried by a 7, udge, whoſe wiſdom and im- 
© partiality ſecure him from error, and whoſe power 
cis able to execute his own decrees. This is the 
law I meant, and whoever obeys it, can never 


« of any community. ' This all to whom it has 
been declared are bound to obey, my conſent to 
receive it for the rule of my a ions is not ma- 


« mit to the laws of the country, though he may 
« be ignorant of many of the particulars of them; 
© ſo whoever lives in a Chriſtian land is obliged to 
© obey the laws of the Goſpel, or to ſuffer tor in- 
© fringing them; in both caſes, therefore, it is 
6 Ka. for every man to acquaint himſelf tho- 
roughly with theſe ordinances, which he cannot 
© break with impunity.” 
© what do you imagine will be the fate of moſt of 
© the inhabitants of Chriſtendom ; for you will al- 
low, that they do not regulate their conduct by 
$ ſuch ſevere commands f? 


What will be their fate, replied Mrs. Mancel, 


] do not pretend even to ſuppoſe, my buſineſs is 
to take care of my own The laws againſt rob- 
* bery are not rendered either leſs juſt, or leſs bind- 
© ing, by the numbers that daily ſteal, or demand 
your purſe on the highway. Laws are not abro- 
* gated by being infringed, nor does the diſobe- 
* dience of others make the obſervance of them leſs 
* my duty. I am required to anſwer only for my- 
* ſelf, and it is not man whom I am ordered to 

5 H 3 « imitate, 


« offend eſſentially againſt the prey ordinances 
al 


terial; for as, whoever lives in England muſt ſub- 


11 


- 


If ſuch obedience be neceſſary, ſaid Lamont, 


+ 


#3 


wo Tut fHiorony of © 
imitate. His failings will not excuſe mine. Hu. 


mility forbids me to cenſure others, and Prudence 


_ _ © obliges me to avoid copying them 
__ © Eamont thought Mrs. Mancel too ſevere in 
her Goctrine ; but there was ſomething ſo reſpett: 
able in her ſeverity, that he forbore to conteſt it 
and owned to me afterwards, that, while ſhi 
< ſpoke, and he contemplated that amiable ſociety, 
dis heart ſilently acquieſced in the juſtrieſs of het 
( © fenfiments.” een eee 
Me 'parted at our uſual hour; and at the famt 
time the company in the lower part of the houſe 
broke up, eleven o'clock being the ſtated hour fer 
them on thoſe occaſions to return to their reſpe@tire 
bene: i e 
The next morning, 2s I went down ftairs; I 


met the houſe-keeper, and entered into converſa. 


tion with her, for waich the preceding night's ſeſ. 
tivity furniſhed me with topics. From her I leamt, 
that ſinee the ladies had been eftabliſhed in that 
houſe, they had given fortunes from twenty to an 
hundred pounds, as merit and occaſion directed, to 


about thirty young women, and that they had ſel- 


dom celebrated fewer than two marriages in a Fes 
ſometimes more. Nor does their bounty ceaſe on 
the wedding-day, for they are always ready to aſ- 
fiſt them on any emergency; and watch with ſo 
careful an eye over the conduct of theſe young peo- 
ple, as proves of much greater ſervite to them than 
the money they beſtow. They kindly, but ſtrong- 


> 


ly, reprehend the firſt error, and guard them bf 


the moſt prudent admonitions againſt a repetition 0 
their fault. By little preſents they ſhew their ap- 
probation of thoſe who behave well, always pro- 
porti>ning their gifts to the merits of the perſon; 


which arc therefore looked upon as the moſt ho- 


nourable teſtimony of their conduct, and are wm 
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ſured up as valuable marks of diſtinction. This 
encouragement has great influence, and makes them 
vie with each other in endeavours to excel in ſo- 
briety, cleanlineſs; meekneſs and induſtry, '-Sh2 
told me alſo, that the young women bred up at tho 
{chools theſe ladies ſupport, are fo much eſteemed 
for many miles round that it is not un common 
for young farmers,” who want ſober good wives, to 
obtain them from thence, and prefer them to girls 
of much better fortunes, educated in a different 
manner, as there have been various inſtances whero- 
in their induſtry andYuicknels of uiiderſtandin-*, 
which in a great meaſure ariſes from the manner of _ ; 
their education, has proved more profitable to their 
huſbands than 2 morè umple dower. 
| She added, that ſhe keeps a regiſter of all the 
boys and girls, which, by her good ladies means, have 
been eſtabliſhed in the world; whereby it appears, 
that thirty have been apprenticed out to good trades, 
threeſcorè fixed in excellent places, and thirty mar- 
ried. And it feldom happens, that any one takes 
an apprentice or ſervVant, till they have firſt ſent to 
her ladies to knew if they have any to recom- 
mend. 5 28 9 <7 JIO7%7 21 © 2398. $71 . 1 
l expreſſed a deſire to ſee the ſchools, which ſhe 
obligingly offered to ſhew me, but feared we could 
not then have time to go thither, as breakfaſt was 
juſt ready. While F was talking with her, I ob- 
ſerved, that the fingers of one of her hands were 
contracted quite cloſe to the palm. I took notice 
of it to her, Oh! fir, ſaid ſhe, it was the luckieft 
accident that could poſſibly be; as I was obliged 
to work for my fupport, I was very much ſhock- 
© ed at my recovery from a fever, to find myſelf 
© deprived of the uſe 6f an hand, but ſtill tried if 
I could get myſelf received into ſervice ; as I was 
ſenſible I could, notwithſtanding my infirmity, 
1 ä perform 


— 
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perform the buſineſs of an houſe-keeper ;: but m 
one would, take me in this maimed condition 
At Iaſt I was adviſed to apply to theſe ladies, an; 
found what had hitherto been an Impedimen, 
* was. a ftronger recommendation than the poo 
« ſure I have reaſon to value theſe diſtorted finger, 
more than ever any one did the handſomeſt hand 
that ever nature made. But, added ſhe, mil. 
ing, few of my fellow-ſervants are better quali 
* lied ; the cook cannot walk without crutches, 
the kitchen maid has but one eye, the dairy maid 
is almoſt ſtone-deaf, and the houſe maid: has but 
one hand; and iis perhaps, there is no family 
« where the buſineſs is better done; for gratitude, 
and a conviction that” this is the only houſe into 
which we can be received, makes us. exert our. 
< ſelves to the utmoſt; and moſt people fail not 
from a deficiency of power, hut of inelination. 
Even their muſicians, if you obſerved it, Sir, are 
much in the ſame condition. The ſteward, in- 
.< deed, muſt be excepted; he is one whom the 
good Mr. D' Avora choſe for the ſake of his inte- 
« grity ſome years before he died, as his ſucceſſor 
in the care of the ladies affairs, and employed 
him for ſome time under his own inſpection, that 
he might be ſure he was fit for the , purpoſe, 
though he perſuaded the ladies to receive their 
own rents, and direct all the chief concerns of 
their eſtates, which they have done ever ſince, 
that theirs is rather an houſhold than a land 
eward. But, except this gentleman and the 
epherd, there is not one of their muſicians, 
that is not under ſome natural diſadvantage; tbe 
defects of two of them are ſo viſible, I need not 
point them outs but of the other two, one is 


ſubject to violent fits of the ſtone, and the piper 
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Miſs Mancsr and Mrs, MoxGaw. 153 
© to the aſthma. Thus diſabled, from hard labour, 
though they find ſome. employment in the ma- 
« nufacture, yet the additional profit which, accrues 
from their playing here, adds much to their com- 
« fort, as their infirmities render greater expences 
« neceſſary to them than to others in their ſta- 
tion. | | * S013, 
There was ſomething ſo whimſically good in the 
conduct of the ladies in theſe particulars, as at 
fr made me ſmile; but when I conſidered it more 
thoroughly, I perceived herein a refinement. of cha- 


rity, which, though extremely uncommon, was 


entirely rational. I found, that not contented with 
meerly beſtowing on the indigent as large a part of 
tneix fortunes as they can poſlibly ſpare, they carry 
the notion of their duty to the poor ſo far as to give 
continual attention to it, and endeavour ſo to apply 
all they ſpend, as to make almoſt every ſhilling con- 
tribute towards the ſupport of ſome perſon in real 
neceſſity ; by this means every expence bears the 
merit of a donation, in the fight of him who knows 
their motives ; and their conſtant application is di- 
rected towards the relief of others, while to ſuperfi- 
cial obſervers they ſeem only providing for their own 
convenience. The faſhionable tradeſman is ſure not 
to have them in the liſt of his cuſtomers; but ſhould 
he, through the caprice of the multitude, be left 
without buſineſs, and ſee his elated hopes blaſted, 
in all probability he will find theſe ladies his friends. 
Thoſe whoſe youth render them diſregarded, or 


whoſe old age breeds neglect, will here meet with 


deſerved encouragement. This ſort of œconomy 
pleaſes me much, it is of the higheſt kind, ſince it 
regards thoſe riches which neither moth nor ruſt 
can corrupt, nor thieves break through and ſteal; 
and is within the reach of every perſon's imitation, 
| „ for 
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the pooreſt may thus turn their neceſſary expente 


into virtuous actions. In this they excel others, 3 by 
much as the bee does the common butterſfy; they e 
both feed on the ſame flowers; but while the but. Int 


terfly only gains a tranſient ſubſiſtence, and flies and 
flutters in all its gaudy pride, the bee lays up x 
precious itore ſor its future well being, and maj 
brave all the rigours of winter. Man, indeed, of. 
ten eneroaches on the labours of the bee, and dif. 
appoints it of its reaſonable hope; but no one with. 
out our own concurrence can deſpoil us of the 
treaſures laid up in heaven. 
As the good houſe-keeper foretold, the bell ſoon 
ſummoned me to breakfaſt; which, like every 
other hour ſpent in that fociety, was rendered de- 
lightful by their rational chearfulneſs, and polite 
freedom. We offered to take our leave, but ſhould 
have been diſappointed had we not been aſked to 
prolong our viſit; nor were we fo infincere as to 
make much reſiſtance to this agreeable invitation; 
we-expreſfed' ſome fears of interrupting their better 
employments ; to which Mrs. Morgan teplied, by 
aſſuring us, that we did not do ſo in the leaſt ; but 
added, I will tell you plainly, gentlemen, the only 
alteration we ſhall wiſh to make, if you will fa- 
«your us with your company a few days longer. 
Our family devotions are regular; as you were 
< ſtrangers, we have not ſummoned you to them; 
but, for the reſt of your viſit, we muſt beg leave 
© to alter that method; for we do not think it a 
© proper example to our ſervants, to ſuffer any one 
in this houſe to be excluded from them; though 
© as your coming was fudden, and has been pro- 
longed only, as it were, from hour to hour, we 
at firſt did not think it neceffary to require your 
preſence,” 88 8 7 1 
| You 
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You may imagine we expreſſed ourſe]ves obliged 
by this franknels.;. and, for my.own. part, I was. 
gad of what appeared to me like being received 
jnto a community of ſaints; but was forced to wait 
for it till night, the devotion of the morning hav- 
ing been paid beſore breakfaſt, as was uſual” in that 


famil 
le. May nard accompanied us i at morning into 
the park, and having placed ourſelves on a green 
bank under an elm, by . ſide of the canal, Fall. 
ed on her to perform her promiſe, and increaſe my 
2cquaintance with the reſt of 55 — by giving 
ſome account of them. 1 

© ] ſhall not the {ſs readily tomyly, ſhe anfwer- 
ed, for being able to bring what I have to ſay of 
them into leſs compaſs, than I did my hiſtory of 


« Mrs. Morgan and Miſs Mancel, of Wee hs 
+ ] begin to ſpeak, T alway s find it difficult to leave 


. 1 and am led by my 9 for the ſubject into 
1 detail, perhaps too eircumſtantial. Lady Mary 
1 'by what I. have already ſaid, Pu may 

have pee — Come next in erden 
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Lady MARY JONES. 
LY Mary was daughter to the Earl of Brump- 
ton by his ſecond wife, who ſurvived the birth of 
her child but a few hours. The earl died when his 
daughter was about ten years old, and having before 
his ſecond marriage mortgaged to its full value all 
af his eſtate which was not ſettled on a'fon born of 
his firſt lady, his daughter was left entirely defti- 
tute of proviſion. But as fhe was too young to be 
much affected with this circumſtance, ſo the had 
little reaſon to regret it, when an increaſe of years 
might have awakened a ſenſibility to that particu- 
Jar. Immediately on her father's death ſhe was 
taken by her aunt Lady Sheerneſs, who declared 
ſhe ſhould look upon her as her own child, and 
indeed her indulgence verified the truth of her de- 

claration. T5 ; | 
Lady Sheerneſs was a widow ; her jointure-con- 
ſiderable; and her lord at his deceaſe left her ſome 
thouſand pounds in ready money, When he died 
the was about twenty-five years old, with a good 
perſon, and infinite vivacity. An unbridled ima- 
uu, 
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Lady Many Jones 19. 
nations. ungover nable ſpirits, with a lively, arch 
countenance, and a certain Wer of ex reſ- 
ſon, gained her the reputation. of being poſſeſſed 
of a great deal of wit. Her lord, in the decline of 


life, had been captivated by her youthful charmg, 
when ſhe was but ſixteen years old. His extreme 
ſondneſs for her, led him to indulge her vivacity 
in all its ſallies; and frequently while he was laid 


and gayeſt woman at every place of public; reſort. 
Often, when the acuteneſs of his pains obliged 
him to ſeek relief from the ſoporific influence of 
opium, ſhe collected half the town, and though his 
reſt was diſturbed every moment by a ſucceſſion of 
impetuous faps at the door, he was never offended; 
on the contrary, he thought himſelf obliged to her 
for ſtaying at home, which ſhe had aſſured him 
was, * becauſe ſhe could not bear to go abr 
« when he was ſo ill.” This, as the greateſt mark 
of her tenderneſs he. ever received, he failed not to 
acknowledge with gratitude, She ſcarcely took 
more pleafure in having a train of admirers, than 
his lordſhip felt from it; his vanity was flattered 
in ſeeing his wife the object of admiration, and 
fanſied himfelf much envied for ſo valuable à poſ- 
ſeſſion. Her coquettry charmed him, as the ſallies 
of that vivacity of which he was fo fond, He had 
no tincture of jealouſy in his whole. compoſition; 
and acknowledged, as favours conferred on himſelf, 
the attention paid to his wife. „„ 
Though Lord Sheerneſs's conduct may appear 
rather uncommon, yet it ſeemed the reſult of ſome 


ſuch as juſtifies this opinion ; ſhe had received a 
genteel education ; no external accompliſhments had 
been neglected; but her underſtanding and princi- 
ples were left to the imperfection of nature cor- 

| a Ree 


up at home in the gout, her 2 was the fineſt 


diſcernment, or at leaſt his lady's. diſpoſition was 


"'## 


© —_ 


conſideration. With a mind thus formed, ſhe zen. 
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rupted by cuſtom. Religion was thows ug of Yaig 
ous a thing for ſo young 3 perſon. * The Obinlon ck 
the world was always repreſented t6 Het 38 the thi 
criterion by which to jud. e of. ever) thing, and 
faſhion' ſipplied the lake; of every more Materiil 


tered the world at ſixteen, ſutrounded with” pom 
and plendor, with every ratification. at her com. 
mand, that an affluent fortiitie, and an indulgent 
huſband. could beſtow ! by nature inclined to no 
vice, free from all Aangerdüz paſſions, the charm of | 
innocence accom anied her vivacity:; undeſigning 
and artleſs, her follies were originally the conſe. 
quences of her ſituation, not conſtitutional, though 
habit engrafted them ſo bras that at Jength 
they appeared natural to ber. urrounded With 
— ry ſnare that can entrap a Jh ul n. ind, te 

ecame à victim to diſſipation, and the love .of 
faſhionable pleaſures ;/ Hifbieute of any Fable prig- 
ciples, ſhe was carried. full ſail dow 6 5 170 0 
folly. In the love of coquettry, and gaming, f 

qualled her; no one could exceed her in the ts | 
fuit of every trifling amuſement; ſhe had neither 
leiſure nor inclination to think, her life paſſed in 15 
uninterrupted ſucceſſion of engagementsy 
reſſexion on the paſt, or r conlideration ef 
conſequences. x 

The lightneſs of ler conduct 8 8 to 

the addreffes of many gay men during che life of het 
lord ; but an attachment was too ſerious a thi 
ber; and while her giddineſs and perpetual di © 
tion expoſed her to ſuſpicion, they preſerved her 
from the vice of which the \ Was ſuſpected : the daily 
paſſed through” the ordeal trial; eye 
took was dangerous, but ſhe came off Wee „Her 
reputation was indeed doubtful, but her rank and 


fortune, and the contin ua! aſc ns which 5 
houſe 


houſe yielded to her acquaintanc 5 „ 40 a 1 her 
generally careſſed. F 

Her Iord's death made no alteration in her way 
of life; and as her mind was never fixed an hour 


ears old, unchanged in any thing but her perſon, 
when ſhe took lady Mary Jones, I will not ſay into 
her care, for that word never entered into her voca- 
bulary, but into her houſe,” Lady Mary had natu- 
rally a very good underſtanding, and much vivacity; 
the latter met with every thing that could afſiſt 
its increaſe in the company of lady Sheerneſs, the 


every diverſion at an age, when other girls are con- 
fined to their nurſery. Her aunt was fond of her, 
and therefore inclined to indulgence; beſides, the 


thought the knowledge of the world, which in her 


opinion was the moſt eſſential qualification for a 
woman of faſhion, was no Way to be learnt, bur 
by an early acquaiatance with it. 
Lady M. 
trine extremely agreeable to her ; ſhe was pretty, and 
very lively and entertaining in her converſation, 
therefore at fifteen years of age ſhe became the moſt 
careſſed perſon in every company: She entered 
into all the faſhionable taſtes, was coquettifh 'and 
extravagant; for Lady Sheerneſs very liberally fur- 
niſhed her with money, and felt a fort of pride in 
having a niece diſtinguiſhed by the fineneſs of her 
dreſs, and her profuſion in every expence, as it was 
well known to have no other ſource, but in her 
Ladyſhip's generoſity. Though Lady Mary received 
much adulation, and was the object of general 


courtſhip, yet ſhe had no ſerious love made to her, 


till ſhe was between ſixteen and feventeen, when 
| ſhe 


Lady MARY Jowns, tm 


on any ſubject, ſhe thought not long enough f 
marriage, to prepare for that ſtate, and therefore 
continued a widow. © She was upwards of fort 


other was never thought of: ſhe Was initiated into 


ary's age and vivacity rendered this doc- * 
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the accompanied her aunt to Scarborough: ſhe wy, 
there very affiduouſly followed by a gentleman, . 
. puted of a large-fortune in Wales, He WAS gay and 
well-bred, his perſon moderately agreeable, hi, 
_ underſtanding ſpecious, and his manner inſinuating. 
There was nothing very engaging in the man, 
except the appearance of a very tender attach. 
ment. She had before found great pleaſure in 


being admired; but her vanity was ſtill more flat. ed 
tered. in being loved: ſhe knew herſelf capable of th 
amuſing; but till now had never been able to give pc 
either pleaſure or pain pecording to her ſovereign 1 
decree. | She grew partial to Mr. Lenman (that { 
was the name of her lover) becauſe he raiſed her ſ 
_ conſequence. in her own eyes: ſhe played off 3 
thouſand airs of coquettry, which the had neyer 


yet had an opportunity to exerciſe, for want of 

a real lover. Sometimes ſhe would elate him by en- 

couragement : at others, freeze him into deſpair by 

her affected coldneſs : ſhe was never two hours the 
ſame, becauſe ſhe delighted in ſeeing the variety of 

paſſions ſhe could excite. e 

Mr. Lenman was certainly ſufficiently torment- 

ed; but ſo great a proficiency in coquettry, at ſo 

early an age, was no diſcouragement to his hopes. 

T here are no people ſo often the dupe of their own 

arts as coquets ; eſpecially when they become ſo 

very early in life; therefore, inſtead of being 
damped in his purſuit, he adapted his behaviour to 

her foible, vanity, and by e an air of in- 

difference, could, when he pleaſed, put an end 

to her affected reſerve; though he was not ſo un- 

polite a lover, as quite to deny her the gratifica- 

tion ſhe expected from her little arts. He found 
meeans, however, to command her attention, by the 
very ſerious propoſal of matrimony. She had no 


great inclination ſor the ſtate, but the novelty PE 
| | | ET, 
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Lady Maxy JONES. 16 
ber. The pleaſing ſenſations his addreſſes excited 
he miſtook for love, when, in reality, they aroſe 
only from the delight ſhe received in the gratifica- 
tion of her vanity, and related to no other paſſion 
than ſelf- love; an ertor very uſual at her age. In 
the company ſhe had kept, matrimony appeared in ho 
ery formidable light; the did not ſee that it abridg- 
ed women of any of the liberties ſhe already enjoy- 
ed; it only afforded them an opportunity of chuſing 
their own diverſions; whereas her taſte. in tho 
points ſometimes differed from her aunt's; to whom, 
however, ſhe was obliged to ſubmit. Thus prepoſ- 
ſeſſed, both in favour of her lover and his propoſal, 
ſhe liſtened to him with more attention than ſhe | 
choſe he ſhould perceive ;_ but He was too well ac- 
quainted with the pretty arts of coquettry, not to ſes 

| through them. He therefore took courage to inſt | 
nuate his deſire of a private marriage, and ventured 
to perſuade her to take a trip with him to the north- 
ern ſide of Berwick upon ect. 1188 
Lady Mary could not ſee as Mr. Lenman's for- 
tune was conſiderable, and her's entirely precarious, 
why he was ſo apprehenſive of not being accept- 
ed by her aunt, but there was ſomething ſpirited in 
thoſe northern journies, that had always been the 
objects of her envy, An adventure ſhe thought the 
ſupreme pleaſure of life, and theſe pretty flights gave 
marriage all the charms of romance. | To be forced 
to fly into another kingdom to be married, gave her 
an air of conſequence ; vulgar people might tie the 
knot at every pariſh-church, but people of diſtine- 
tion ſhould do every thing with an eclat. She 
imagined it very probable, that her aunt would con- 
ſent to her union with Mr. Lenman ; for, though 
he was not equal to her in birth, yet he was her 
ſuperior in fortune; but yet ſhe looked upon his 
fears of a refuſal as meritorious, ſince he aſſured 
her they aroſe from his extreme affection, which 


filled 


162 Tux Hrs rot view 
filled him with terrers, on the leaſt proſpeg 
loſing her. Should Lady Sheerneſs, he urge 
4 reject his propoſal, ſne might then be extyemey 
«offended with their marryings after they ke 
her diſapptobation; but if they did it withow 
4 her knowledge, the would not have room to col. 
+: plain of downright diſobedience, and if it wa 
« -difpleaſing to her, yet being done, and paſt re. 
medy, the would be inclined to make the beſt (x 
© what was unavoidable, and forgive What the coult 
not poeventtt ?: £2199 15 cite te 
'-Pheſe- arguments were ſufficienitly” ſolid” for 1 
Eirl of ſixteen, who never thought before, in 


= could ſcarcely be ſaid to do ſo then. Lady May 
„ complied with his plan, and the day was fixed 
* when they were to take this lively ſtep; their ſſ. 
veral ſtages ſettled, and many more - arts and con- 
trivances to avoid diſcovery concerted, than they 
were likely to have any oecaſion for; but in thit 
e little ſchemes, and romantic expedients, 
her chief pleaſure in this intended marriage con- 
The day before that on which Lady Mary and 
her lover were to ſet out for Scotland, ſhe was airs 
ing with Lady Sheerneſs, when one of the horſes 
taking fright, they were overturned down a very 
ſteep declivity. Lady Sheerneſs was but very little 
hurt, but Lady Mary was extremely bruiſed; oft 
ſide of her face received a blow, which ſwelled it 
ſo violently, that her eye was quite cloſed, and her 
body was all over contuſions. She was taken up 
ſenſeleſs, entirely ſtunned by the ſhock, As ſoon 
as ſhe was carried home, ſhe was put to bed; a 
fever enſued, and ſhe lay a fornight in a deplorable 
condition, though her life was not thought to be 
in danger. Her pain, for the greateſt part of that 
time, was too acute to ſuffer her te wies mncd 
7 5 1112 {015 (0 
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Lady Marty JONAS. 163 
Un the different manner in which ſhe had intended 
to employ that period; and when her mind be- 
came more at liberty, her diſappointment did not 
{t heavy on her ſpirits; for as her heart was not 
really touched, the conſidered the delay which this 
1-timed accident had | occaſioned © without any 
eat concern, and rather pleaſed herſelf wit 
thinking, that ſhe ſhould give an uncommon 
proof of ſpirit, in undertaking 'a long journey, ſo 
ſoon after ſhe was recovered, from a very evident 
proof, that travelling is not free from danger. As 

ſhe had, during this confinement, more time to 
think than all her life had yet afforded her, a doubt 
would ſometimes occur, Whether ſhe did right in 
entering into ſuch an engagement without the con- 
fent of her aunt, to whom ſhe was much obliged. 
But theſe ſcruples foon vaniſhed, and the wondered 
how ſuch odd notions came into her head, never 
having heard the word duty uſed, but to ridicule 
ſomebody who made it the rule of their conduct. 
By all ſhe had been able to obferve, pleaſure was 
tlie only aim of perſons of genius, whoſe thoughts 

never wandered but from one amuſement to an- 
other, and, why ſhould not ſhe be guided by in- 
© clination as well as other people ?* That one 
queſtion decided the point, and all doubts were 

Banik. n e e ene 

Before the blacknefs which fucceeded the ſwel- 

ling was worn off her face, and conſequently be- 

fore ſhe could appear abroad, a young Lady of het 
acquaintance, who, out of charity, relinquithed the 
diverſions of the place, to fit an afternoon with 

Lady Mary, told her, as a whimſical piece of news 

ſhe had juſt heard (and to tell which was the real 

motive for her kind viſit, having long felt a ſecret 
envy of Lady Mary) that, her lover, Mr. Len- 
man, had been married ſome years to a young 


© lady 
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account with ſo little ceremony, that for a cn 


at bis houſe in Wales. Bu I 
This was indeed news of conſequence to Lag 


164 Tun HIS TOKYO 
lady of ſmall fortune, whom he treated on thi 


* ſiderable time he did not own his marriage, 3 
© fince he ent n it, had kept her conſtanty 


Mary, but ſhe was little inclined to believe it, ni 
enquired what proof there was of this fact. Thy 
young lady replied, that ſhe had it from a re 


© tion of her's lately arrived at Scarborough, who J 
having been often in Mr. Lenman's neighbou- the 
< hood, was well acquainted both with him an ane 
This wife, and had in a pretty large company, int 
* where ſhe was preſent, aſked him after Mn, Wil © 
* Lenman's health, to which he made as ſhort an 3 
© anſwer as he could, but ſuch as ſhewed there wy ; 
* ſuch a perſon, and his confuſion on this queſtion Wil © 
made her relation enquire what could be the ; 
© meaning of it, which all the company could k 
* eafily explain.” 3 599 2P TY, 9D | 
Lady Mary was prodigiouſly diſconcerted with 


this intelligence; her informer imagined the viſible 
agitation of her ſpirits proceeded from her attach- 
ment to Mr. Lenman, but in reality it was the ef. 
fect of terror. She was frighted to think how near 
ſhe was becoming the object of general ridicule and 
diſgrace, wedded to a married man, and duped by. 
his cunning ; for ſhe immediately perceived why ber 
aunt was not to be let into the ſecret. Her firſt re- 
flection was, how contemptible a figure muſt ſhe 
afterwards have made in the world! There was 
fomething in this action of Mr. Lenman's very un- 
common, faſhionable vices and follies. had in her 
opinion received a ſanction from cuſtom, but this 
was of a different and a deeper dye; and little as 
ſhe had been uſed to reflect on good and evil, in 
"yy 85 _— 


* 


1 , 7 


* 


9 
* 


onceived an horror at this action. ih 
After her viſitor departed, ſhe began to reflect on 
Ihe juckineſs of the overturn, which had obſtructed 
der raſh deſign, and admiring her good fortune, 
would certainly have offered rich ſacrifices on the 
firine of Chance, had there been a temple there 
erected to that deity. . DIES e way 

While her mind was filled with theſe impreſſions, 


and was not yet diſmiſſed, 'entered the room, cry- 
ing with joy, and told her, that $ ſhe had juſt re- 


her ſon was to have embarked, had he not been 
« ſeized with a fit of ſickneſs two days before it ſet 
$ fail, which made it impoſſible for him to go on 


knowledgements for God's great mercy, who-had 
by this means prevented the deſtruction of her dear 
child; 5 to be ſure, added ſhe, I ſhall never again 
* repine at any thing that happens to me. How 
$ vexed I was at this diſappointment, and thought 
* myſelf the moſt unfortunate creature in the world, 
* becauſe my ſon miſſed of ſuch. a good poſt as he 
5 was to have had in this ſhip; I was continually 


* fretting about it, and fanſied that ſo bad a ſetting 


* out was a ſign the poor boy would be unlucky all 
his life. How different things turn out from 


* what we expect! Had not this misfortune, as I 
_ © thought it, happened, he would now have been 


* at the bottom of the fea, and my poor heart would 
© have been broken, Well, to be ſure God is very 
kind! I hope my boy will always be thankful for 
this providence, and love the Lord who has thus 

* preſerved him. . , 


This: 


0 * 


Lady Many Jos. 1669 
ny other light than as pleaſant and unpleaſant, ſhe 


the nurſe, who had addended her in her ſickneſs, 


£ ceived the news of the ſhip's being loſt wherein 


© board.” The poor woman was profuſe in her ac- 
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i This Poor woman ſpoke a new langua e to L never 
Mary. She knew, indeed, that God had mate eren 
world, and had ſent her into it; but ſhe had W paſte 
thought of his taking any farther care about her, 

She had heard, that he had forbidden murder, 2nd 


ſtealing, and adultery; and, that, after death, he then 
would judge people for thoſe crimes, and theſe, fl 
ſuppoſed, were the utmoſt extent of his attention. 
But the joy ſhe felt for her own deliverance fron Wi ”* 
a misfortune into which ſhe was ſo near involying 
herſelf, and the reſemblance there was in the mean; 
af her preſervation, to that for which her nurſe 
was ſo thankful, communicated. to her ſome of the 
ſame ſenſations, and ſhe felt a gratitude to hin 
who, ſhe imagined, might poſſibly be more careful 
duct his creatures than ſhe had ever yet ſup- 

poſed. „ wy, 
n Theſe impreſſions, though pretty ſtrong at the 
time, wore off after ſhe got abroad. A renewal 
of the ſame diſfipation ſcattered them with every 
other ſerious thought; and ſhe again entered into 
the hurry of every trifling amuſement + Mr, Len- 
1 as ſoon as he found that his marriage was be · 
come public, deſpairing of the ſucceſs of his ſcheme, 
left the place before Lady Mary was out of ber 
confinement, afraid of meeting the reproachful 
glances of a woman, whom he deſigned to injure; 
and whoſe innocence, notwithſtanging - her levity, 
gave her dignity in the eyes of a man, who bad 
really conceived an ardent paſſion for her. 'E 
Lady Sheerneſs and her niece ſtaid but a ſhort 
time at Scarborough after the latter was. perfealy 
recovered, the ſeaſon being over. They returned 
to London, and all the gaiety it affords; and 
though the town was at that time not full, pet 
they had ſo general an acquaintance, and Lady 
Sheerneſs rendered her houſe fo agreeable, that the 
| Neva 
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Lady MANY JovnEts” 169 
ever wanted company. Exer ſeaſon has its dif- 
rent amuſements, and theſe 1 an equal, 
ate for every thing that bore the name of diver- 
ſon. It is true, they were not always entertained ,, 
but they always expected to be ſo, and promiſed 
themſelves amends the following day, for the diſ- 
ypointment of the preſent. . If they failed” of plea- 
fare, they had diſſipation, and were in too conti- 
nual a hurry to have time to aſk themſelves he- 
ther they were amuſed ; if they ſa y others were ſo, 
they imagined themſelyes NR be equally. enter- 
tained ; or if the dulneſs of the place was too 
great to be overlooked, they charged it on their own. 
want of ſpirits, and complained of a languor, which. 
| tendered them incapable of receiving pleaſure. , . 
Lady Mary fortunately. had had no confidant in 
ber deſign of running away with Myr. Lenman, 
and the part he had acted was ſo diſhonourable, he 
could not wiſh to publiſh it; her imprudence was 
therefore known only to herſelf; and the fear of 
diſobliging her aunt, by letting her intended diſo- 
bedience reach her ears, induced her to conceal it; 
otherwiſe, molt probably, in ſome unguarded hour, 
ſhe would have divexted her acquaintance with the 
relation, embelliſhed with whateyer circumſtances 
could render it amuſing, z fer the loye of entertain- 
ing, and the vanity of being liſtened to with eager- 
nets, will lead people of ungoverned vivacity to ex- 
po:e their greateſt failings. _ e 

Lady Mary's levity encouraged her admirers to 
conceive hopes, which her real innocence. ſhould 
have repreſſed. Among this number was Lord Ro- 
bert St, George. He was both in perſon and man- 
ner extremely pleaſing; but what was a ſtronger 
charm to a young woman of Lady Mary's turn of 
mind, he was a very faſhionable man, much ca- 
reſſed by the ladies, and ſuppoſed to have been ſue- 
ce:Stul 
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168 TAE HISTORY o 1 
ceſsful in his addreſſes to many. This is alway'y 
great recommendation to the gay and giddy; aud 
à circumſtance which ſhould make a man ſhun} 
y every woman of virtue, ſecures him a favours. 
0 e reception from the moſt faſhionable part of oy 

8 P 
Lady Mary would have accuſed herſelf of want 
of taſte, had ſhe not liked a man, whom fo many 
others had loved: She ſaw his attachment to her 
in the light of a triumph over ſeveral of her ac. 
quaintance ; and when a man raiſes a woman in 
her own eſteem, it is ſeldom long before he gains x 
conſiderable ſhare of it for himſelf. Vanity repre- 
fented Lord Robert as a conqueſt of importance, 
and his qualifications rendered him a very pleaſing 
dangler. Lady Mary liked him as well as her lit- 
tle leiſure to attend to one perſon would permit: 
She felt that'pleaſure on his approach, that pain at 
his departure, that folicitude for his preſence, and 
that jealouſy at the civilitics he paid any other wo- 
man, which girls look upon as the ſymptoms of a 
violent paſſion, whereas, if they were to examine 
their hearts very nicely, they would find, that only 
a ſmall part of it proceeds from loye. © 
Lord Robert was too well ſkilled in theſe mat- 
ters, to remain ignorant of the impreſſion he had 
made; and if he had been leſs quick- ſighted, the 
frequent intelligence he received of it, would not 
have ſuffered him long to remain in ignorance. 
Lady Mary, vain of her conqueſt, and proud of 
being in love, as is uſual at her age, let every in- 
timate into her confidence, and by mutual commu- 
nication they talked a moderate liking into a paſ- 

fion. Each of theſe young ladies were as ready 
to tell their friend's ſecrets as their own, till the cit- 
ele of confidence included al} their N 
hx 2 ; (53 * : rem 
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Lady Many JONES. 169 
prom many of theſe Lord Robert heard of Lady 
Mary's great attachment to him, which ſerved not 
little to flatter his hopes. He imagined he ſhould 
meet with an eaſy conqueſt of a giddy, thoughtleſs 
girl, entirely void of all fixed principles, and vio- 
ently in love with him ; for his vanity exaggerated 


was wanting to his ſucceſs but opportunity, for 
which he took care not to wait long. <3 

He was intimately acquainted with an old lady, 
whom he often met at Lady Sheerneſs's, whoſe diſ- 
poſition he knew well ſuited to his purpoſe ; ſhe 
had before proved convenient to him and others; 
not indeed by unrewarded aſſiſtance; for as her for- 
tune was too ſmall to ſupply the expences of the 
genteel way of life ſhe aimed at, ſhe was glad to 
have that deficiency made -up by preſents; which 
ſhe was therefore very aſſiduous to deſerve, This 
lady, as ſhe was a woman of aſhion, and lived in 
figure, was politely received in all gay companies, 
who were not diſpoſed to take the trouble of ex- 
amining ſcrupulouſly into her character. She had 
one material recommendation ; ſhe played high at 
cards, and omitted nothing to make her houſe agree- 
able, and few were more crouded. | 


This Lady had often been viſited by Lady Sheer- 


neſs and her niece, . though gencrally at the ſame 
time with the multitude; but one day, when ſhe 


knew the former was confined at home by indiſpo- 


ſition, ſhe invited Lady Mary, whoſe aunt's com- 
plaiſance would got ſuffer her to refuſe the invita» 
tion on her account. 

Lord Robert was there, and as it was only a pri- 
vate party, there were no card-tables but in the out- 
ward room. The miftreſs of the houſe drew Lady 
Mary into the inner, on 0 of having ſome- 
4 


her paſſion. In this perſuaſion he ſuppoſed nothing 


thing 
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a Tun Hire 
thing particular to ſay to her; Lord Robert ſoos 
followed. The converſation. grew lively between 
him and Lady Mary; and when the convenient 
gentlewoman faw them 1 engaged and 
animated in diſcourſe, ſhe quietly withdrew, fe. 
turning to the company, whoſe attention was; too 
much fixed on the cards, to perceive that any ont 
was miſſing ; and to keep their thoughts: more en, 
tirely engroſſed, ſhe betted with great ſpirit at every 
table. "06 N 3452080305 * 
Lady Mary did not perceive ſhe was left alone 
with Lord Robert, till the growing freedom of his 
adgreſs made her obſerve it; but as prudence wa 
not one of her virtues, ſhe was not at all dif. 
concerted with this tte d fete; nor did it leſſen 
her vivacity. Lord Robert, 22 by her 
eaſineſs on the occaſion, declared himſelf fo plain. 
ly, that ſhe was no longer able to blind. herſelf 
to his views, and with ſurprize found ſeduction 
was his aim, if that word may be uſed for a 
man's deſigns againſt the honour of a woman who 
ſeems ſo caxeleſs of it. Her heart was entirely 
innocent of vice, and ſhe could not imagine 
how his lordſhip could conceive jt poſſible to 
ſucceed with her in intentions of that fort, She 
had always thought ſuch imprudence in a woman 
a very great folly, for in a graver light ſhe had 
never beheld it, and ſhewed herſelf offended at 
his ſuppoſing her capable of ſuch a weakneſs ; but 
without that honeſt indignation which a woman 
* have felt, who had acted on better princi- 
ples. | | 
6 Lord Robert was not much diſcouraged ; a Wo- 
man is under great diſadvantage, when her lover 
knows himſelf to be ſo much beloved, thatſhe 


dares not let her anger. continue long, * 
| he. ofing 


Lady Many Jones. 177 
loſing him for ever. He was well convinced, that 
meer worldly prudence could not make a laſting re- 
Chance againſt a ſtrong paſſion, and ſuch he flat- 
tered himſelf her's was. He therefore ventured to 


Lady Mary's ſurprize, and ſhe began to think her- 
ſelf affronted. Her partiality pleaded in his fa- 
your ſome time; but at length ſhe thought it ne- 
ceſſary to retire, notwithſtanding his utmoſt en- 
deavours to detain her. As ſhe left him, ſhe de- 
fred him to learn to believe better of her under- 
fanding ; for in no other light did ſhe perceive it an 
inſult ; her education had deprived her of that delica- 
cy, which ſhould have made her feel a ſevere mor- 
tiication at the little ſhare ſhe had of the good 
opinion of a man ſhe loved; on the contrary, ſhe 
eſteemed the affront ſhe had received a proof of his 
affection. She had often indeed heard the name of 
virtue, but by the uſe ſhe had known made of the 
word, it appeared to her to have no other ſignification 
than prudence. She was not at all ſhocked with 
Lord Robert's conduct; but reſolved not to concur 
in his views, becauſe ſhe had no inclination to do 
ſo, that overbalanced her very moderate degree of 
prudence, On this account ſhe determined to avoid 
being again alone with him. 

Lady Mary's natural ſenſe gave riſe to ſome 
doubts, whether the very open profeſſions of gal- 
lantry, which Lord Robert had made to her, were 
common; ſhe had been frequently addreſſed with 
freedom, but his behaviour ſeemed more than com 
monly preſuming. In order to find what others would 
think of it ; ſhe often turned the converſation to thoſe 
fort of ſubjects, and was a good deal ſtartled one day 
by a lively, but amiable and modeſt young lady, 
who faid, ſhe believed no man that was not an ab- 
| L 3 ſolute 


reſume the 1 but his perſeverance increafed _ 


72 THE HISTORY or 
ſolute fool, or at the time intoxicated, ever inſul. 
ed a woman with improper behaviour or diſcourſe 
if he had not, from ſome impropriety in her con. 
duct, ſeen reaſon to imagine it would not be ill re. 
ceived ; and I am ſure, added ſhe, if ſuch a thing 
< was ever to befal me, it would convert me into 3 
"© ftarched prude, for fear that hereafter innocent 
* vivacity might be miſtaken for vicious levity ; ] 
'© ſhould take myſelf very ſeverely to taſk, convinced 
. the offence was 82 on my conduct; for! 
am well perſuaded there is ſomething ſo reſpectable 
in virtue, that no man will dare to inſult it, ex- 
cept when a great diſparity in circumſtances en- 
courages an abandoned wretch to take advantage 
of the neceſſity of the indigent.” ed” 
Lady Mary was greatly affected by this ſenti. 
ment: ſhe began to reflect on her own behaviour; 
and could not but ſee, that Lord Robert might, 
without any great danger of offending, hazard the 
behaviour he had been guilty of; ſince in effe& 
the had not conceived much anger againſt him, 
and though ſhe had hitherto avoided being again 
alone with him, yet ſhe had not ſhewn any ve 
great marks of diſpleaſure. She now watched wit 
attention the conduct of other young ladies; many 
of them ſeemed to act on the ſame principles as 
herſelf ; but ſhe obſeryed, that ſhe who had, by her 
declaration, firſt raiſed in her ſuſpicions about her 
own behaviour, had a very different manner. She 
was indeed gay and lively; but her vivacity ſeemed 
under the direction of modeſty In her greateſt flow 
of ſpirits, ſhe hazarded no improper expreſſion, nor 
ſuffered others to do ſo without a manifeſt diſguſt: 
ſhe ſaw that the gentlemen who converſed with her, 
preſerved an air of reſpect and deference, which 
they laid aſide when they addreſſed women, whole 
1 | vivacity 
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Lady Mary JONES. 173 
vivacity degenerated into levity. She now began 
to perceive ſome impropriety in her own behaviour; 
and endeavoured to correct it; but nothing is more 
Jificult than to recover a dignity once loſt. When 
ſne attempted to reſtrain her gaiety within proper 
hounds, ſhe was laughed at for her affeCtation © 
if, when the converſation was impreper, ſhe af- 
| ſumed an air of gravity, ſhe was: accuſed of the 
yapours, or received hints that-the Was out of hu- 
mour. i ef 07 Ge 054 TY 
Theſe were great-difcouragements in her endeas - 
vours to correct the errors of her conduct, but 
gave her leſs pain tham the difficulties ſhe was 
under about Lord Robert St. George. He ſtill 
continued to addreſs her with a freedom of manners 
which ſhe now perceived was inſulting; ſhe wanted to 
diſcourage his infolence; but feared giving a total 
offence to a man who had: too great a-ſhare of her 
affe&ions'; ſhe was apprehenſive, that if ſhe quite 
deprived: him of his hopes, ſhe ſhould entirely loſe 
him, and he would: attach himfelf to ſome other 
woman. This ſituation was dangerous, and Lord 
Robert knew the power he had over her. The 
dilemma ſhe was in really abated the vivacity ſhe 
wiſhed to reſtrain; but it was immediately attri- 
buted to the anxiety of a love-fick mind, and 
the was expoſed to continual raillery on that ſub- 
ject. Her lover ſecretly triumphed, flattering him- 
= that her paſſion was now combating on his 
ide. 

In this ſituation ſhe was unable to determine 
what part to act, and all her intimates were too much 
like herſelf, to be capable of adviſing her. Thus 
diſtreſſed, ſhe reſolved to cultivate the acquaintance 
of the young lady who had opened her eyes to 
her own conduct, and try what relief ſhe could 

13 obtain 
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| btain from her advice. This was eaſily effected; 
Lady Mary was too amiable, not to have any ag. 


vances ſhe made anſwered with pleaſure. An inti- 
macy ſoon enſued. 3 N 
Lady Mary communicated to her new friend all 
the difficulties of her ſituation, and confeſſed to her 
the true ſtate of her heart. That young lady waz 
not void of compaſſion for her uneaſineſs; but told 
her, that, while ſhe was encouraging Lord Ro- 
c bert's paſſion, ſhe was loſing his eſteem, which 
© alone was worth preſerving. I allow, faid ſhe, 
© that by depriving him of his hopes, you may put 
an end to his addreſſes; but conſider, my dear 
Lady Mary, what ſatisfaction they can afford 
you, if they are only the reſult of a fondneſs for 
your perſon, which would loſe all its charms for 
him, as ſoon as it became familiarized by poſſeſ- 
ſion. You would then at once find yourſelf both 
neglected and deſpiſed by the man, for whoſe 
ſake you had rendered yourſelf truly deſpicable. 
I know you are incapable of an action that 
would at the ſame time deprive you of his eſteem, 
and of the more valuable conſciouſneſs of know- 
ing yourſelf to be truly eſtimable. I am not of 
the opinion of thoſe, who think chaſtity the only 
virtue of conſequence to our ſex ; but it is cer- 
tainly ſo very eſſential, that ſhe who violates it, 
ſeldom preſerves any other. And how ſhould 
ſhe ? for if there are others as great, greater 
there cannot be, there is none ſo neceſſary, But 
herein I know you are of my opinion; I only 
therefore intreat you to ſhew Lord Robert that 
you are ſo; do not let him miſtake your real 
ſentiments ; nor, in order to preſerve his love, it 
cuſtom will oblige me to call his paſſion by that 


name, leave him reaſon to flatter himſelf that 
: oe 
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e you will fall a victim to his arts and your own 
« weakneſs. | 5 a 3 2 
« Confider with yourſelf, continued ſhe, which 
eis moſt deſirable, his eſteem or his courtſhip ? If 
« you really love him, you can make no compari- 
© {on between them; for ſurely there cannot be a 
greater ſuffering than to ſtand low in the opinion 
© of any perſon who has a great ſhare of our affec- 
© tions. If he neglects you, on finding that his 
criminal deſigns cannot ſucceed, he certainly does 
© not deſerve your love, and the conſciouſneſs of 
© having raiſed yourſelf in his opinion, and forced 
© him to eſteem you, together with the pleaſure of 
© refleting that you have acted as you ought, will 
© afford you confolation.” & 
Theſe arguments had due weight with Lady 
Mary ; ſhe determined to follow her friend's advice, 
and ſubmit to the conſequences, Lady Sheernefs 
had company that 'evening, and among the reſt 
Lord Robert. He was, as uſual, aſſiduous in his 
addreſſes to Lady Mary, who, withdrawing to a little 
diſtance from the company, told him, that ſhe 
had too long ſuffered his lordſhip to continue a 
« courtſhip, which he had plainly acknowledged 
was made with ſuch views, as gave her great 
reaſon to blame , herſelf for ever having liſtened 
to it. She acknowledged, that the levity of her 
conduct had been ſuch, as leſſened her right to 
reproach him. Encouraged by her errors, and 
preſuming perhaps on a ſuppoſition, that he was 
not unpleafing to her, he muſt be ſenſible that he 
had ventured to infult her in a flagrant manner, 
but without complaining of what was paſt, ſhe 
thought herſelf obliged to tell him his purſuit was 
vain ; that her errors were the faults of educa- 
tion; nor might ſhe ſo ſoon; have been con- 
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* vinced of them, if his behaviour had not awaker. 

* cd her to a ſenſe of ſome impropriety in her own 

conduct, which, conſcious of the innocence of 
her intentions, ſhe had never ſuſpected: ſhe then 
told him, that if he did not entirely deſiſt from 

all addreſſes to her, ſhe ſnould be obliged to ac. 

quaint her aunt with his behaviour, who could 
not ſuffer ſuch an inſult on her niece to paſs un- 
„ | F N 

As ſoon as ſhe had thus explained herſelf & 
Lord Robert, ſhe mingled with the crowd, though 
with a mind little inclined to join in their conver- 
lation; but her young friend was: there, and en- 
deavoured to ſupport her ſpirits, which were over- 
come by the effort ſhe had made. This young lady 
ſoon — went into the country, and returned no 
more to London. | 
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Lord Robert was ſo diſconeerted, that ke left the 


room as ſoon as Lady Mary had thus given him his 
diſmiſſion. As their acquaintance lay much in the 
ſame ſet, they frequently ſaw each other. Lord 
Robert endeavoured to conquer Lady Mary's reſo- 
lution, by ſometimes exciting her jealouſy, and at 
others making her the object of his addreſſes; but 
ſhe continued ſteady in her conduct, though with 
many ſecret pangs. He began at laſt to converſe 
with her with greater eaſe to himſelf, as his paſſion 
abated when no longer nouriſhed by hope; and, 
notwithſtanding a remainder of pique, he could not 
forbear treating her with a reſpect which her con- 
duct deſerved; for he plainly ſaw ſhe had acted in 
contradiction to her own heart. This alteration in 
his behaviour afforded her great ſatisfaction; and 
though her love was not extinguiſhed, it ceaſed to 


be very painful, when ſhe was perſuaded ſhe had ob- 


tained ſome ſhare of his eſteemm. Th 
- When 
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When lady Mary was in her twentieth year, 
Lady Sheerneſs was ſeized with a lingering, but 
incurable diſorder. It made little alteration in her 
mind. In this melancholy ſituation ſhe applied to 
cards and company to keep up her ſpirits, as aſ- 
ſiduouſly as ſhe had done during her better health. 
She was incapable indeed of going ſo much abroad, 
but her acquaintance, who till found her houſe 
agreeable, applauded their charity in attending her 
at home. Cards even employed the morning, for 
| fear any intermiſſion of viſitors ſhould leave her a 
moment's time for reflection. In this manner ſhe 
aſſed the ſhort remainder of her life, without one 
thought of that which was to come. Her acquaint- 
ance, for I cannot call them as they did themſelves, 
friends, were particularly careful to avoid every 
ſubject that might remind her of death. At night 
the procured ſleep by laudanum; and, from the time 
ſhe roſe, ſhe took care not to have leiſure to think; 
even at meals ſhe conſtantly engaged company, leſt 
her niece's converſation ſhould not prove ſufficient 
to diſſipate her thoughts. Every quack, who pro- 
poſed curing what was incurable, was applied to, 
and ſhe was buoyed up with ſucceflive hopes of ap- 
proaching relief. | FL 8 
She grew at laſt ſo weak, that, unable even to 
perform her part at the card-table, Lady Mary was 
obliged to deal, hold her cards, and fort them for 
her, while ſhe could juſt take them out one by one, 
2nd drop them on the table. Whiſt and quadrille 
became too Jaborious to her weakened intellects, 
but Joo ſupplied their places; and continued her 
amuſement to the laft, as reaſon or memory were 
not neceſſary qualifications to play at it. 
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much concern. The grand care that was taken to 


into which they could enter. She now ſaw that 


the card-table ; and being carried to her bed, in 
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| had never thought, and for which ſhe was totally 
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Her acquaintance ſhe found at length begin to 
abſent themſelves, but ſhe re-animated their cha. 
rity, by making frequent entertainments for them, 
and was reduced to order genteel ſuppers to enliven 
the evening, when ſhe herſelf was obliged to retire 
to her bed. Though it was for a conſiderable time 
ſhe ſhould live till morning, it 

was no damp to the ſpirits of any of the compan 
from which ſhe had withdrawn, except to Lady 
Mary, who, with an aching heart, was obliged to 
preſide every evening at the table, and to ſhare their 
unfeeling mirth, till two or three o'clock in the 
morning. 25 > | 
She was greatly afflicted with the thought of her 
aunt's approaching death, whoſe indulgence to her, 
however blameable, had made a deep impreſſion on 
her heart; as this gave a more ſerious turn to her 
mind, ſhe could not ſee Lady Sheerneſs's great in- | 
ſenſibility to what muſt happen after death without 


rob her of leiſure to reflect on matters of ſuch high 
importance ſhocked her extremely; and ſhe was 
diſguſted with the behaviour of thoſe ſhe called her 
friends, who, ſhe plainly perceived, would havefallen 
into a total neglect of her, had ſhe not found means 
to render her houſe more amuſing to them, than any 


friendſhip exiſted not without eſteem; and that 
pleaſurable connexions would break at the time 
they were moſt wanted. +59 
This courſe. of life continued, till one evening 
Lady Sheerneſs was ſeized with a fainting fit at 


half an hour departed to a world of which ſhe 


unprepared, 5 
Prep . 
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As Lady Mary. was not able to return to the 
company, they in decency, not in affliction, re- 
f. ² 5 
Having long expected this event, her grief was 
greater than her ſurprize. She ſent for the gentle- 
man who ſhe knew was her aunt's executor, that 
her will might be opened, and neceſſary directions 
iven for the funeral, Lady Mary had no doubt 
of ſucceeding to an ealy fortune, and when the 
will was read, it confirmed her in that ſuppoſition, 
by appointing her ſole heireſs. But the executor told 
her he feared ſhe would find no inheritance. The 
will was made on her firſt coming to Lady Sheer- 
neſs, when there was fome remains of the money - 
her lord had left her; but he was well convinced, 
it had fince been nor ny entirely expended, but 
conſiderable d meet 
The truth of this account was ſoon evinced by the 
demands of numerous creditors. Lady Mary gave 
ap all her aunt's effects, which fell ſhort of the 
debts, and remained herſelf in the ſame deſtitute 
condition from which Lady Sheerneſs had reſcued 
her. This was a very ſevere ſhock; ſhe had ſeen 
ſufficient proof of the little real friendſhip to be 
found in ſuch faſhionable connexions as ſhe had 
been engaged in, to know that ſhe had nothing to 
hope from any of her acquaintance. Her father 
had been at variance with moſt of his relations, 
and Lady Sheerneſs had kept up the quarrel. She 


had therefore little expectation of aſſiſtance from 


them, in the only wiſh {He could form, which was, 
to obtain a penſion from the government, whereto 
her rank ſeemed 'to entitle her. She ſaw no re- 
ſource but in the pride of ſome inſolent woman, 


who would like to have a perſon of her quality de- 
pendant on her; a proſpe& far worſe than death 
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Or poſlibly, good- nature might procure her a 1. 
ception among ſome of her acquaintance; but x 


f 


— 


e had nothing even to anſwer her perſonal ex. 
pences, how ſoon would they grow weary of {6 

5 a viſitor? 8 „ 
While ſhe was oppreſſed with theſe reflexions, 
and had nothing before her eyes but the gloomy 
proſpect of extreme diſtreſs, ſhe received a meſſage 
from Lady Brumpton, who waited in her equipage 
at the door, deſiring to be admitted to ſee her, for 
Lady Mary had given a general order to be denied, 
being unfit to ſee company, and unwilling to be 
expoſed to the inſulting condolence of many, whoſe 
envy at the ſplendor in which ſhe had lived, and the 
more than common regard that had uſually been 
ſhewn her, would have come merely to enjoy the 
triumph they felt on her preſent humiliation, _ 
Lady Brumpton was widow to Lady Mary's 
half brother. She had been a private gentlewoman 
of good. family, but ſmall fortune; by marrying 
whom, her Lord had given ſuch offence to his fa- 
ther, that he would never after admit him to his 
preſence, Lady Sheerneſs had ſhewn the ſame re- 
tentment, and there no longer ſubſiſted any com- 
munication between the families. Lord Brumpton 
had been dead about three years, and left no chil- 
dren. . $1 

His widow was ſtill a fine woman. She was by 
nature generous and humane, her temper perfectly 
good, her underſtanding admirable. She had been 
educated with great care, was very accompliſhed, 
had. read a great deal, and with excellent taſte; 
ſhe had great quickneſs of parts, and a very un- 
common ſhare of wit. Her beauty firſt gained her 
much admiration; but when ſhe was better known, 
the charms of her underſtanding ſeemed to 9 


- 
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oe of her perſon. Her converſation was gene- 
ally courted, her wit and learning were the perpe- 
ual ſubjects of panegyric in verſe and proſe, which. 
inhappily ſerved to increaſe her only failing, vanity, 
and tempted her to ſeek to be admired for various 
merits. To recommend her perſon ſhe ſtudied dreſs, 
and went to a_ conſiderable expence in ornaments. 
To ſhew her taſte, ſhe diſtinguiſhed herſelf by the 
elegance of her houſe, furniture and equipage. . To 
prove her fondneſs for literature, ſhe collected x 
conſiderable library; and, to ſhew that all her eſ- 
teem was not engroſſed by the learned dead, ſhe 
careſſed all living geniuſes; all were welcome to her 
houſe, from the ragged philoſopher, to the rhiming 
peer; but while ſhe only exchanged adulation with 
the latter, ſhe generouſly relieved the neceſſities of 
the former. She aimed at making her houſe a little 
academy; all the arts and ſciences. were there diſ- 
cuſſed; and none dared to enter who did not think 
themſelves qualified to ſhine, and partake of the 
luſtre which was diffuſed round this aſſembly. - 

Though encircled by ſcience and flattery, Lady 
Mary's diſtreſs reached Lady 1 ears, and 
brought her to that young lady's door, who was 
ſurpriſed at the unexpected viſit, but could not re- 
fuſe her admittance. Lady Brumpton began by 
apologizing for her e but excuſed her- 
ſelf on the great deſire ſhe had of being acquainted 
with ſo near a relation of her Lord's, who, as ſhe 
was too young to have any ſhare in the unhappy 
diviſions in the family, ſhe was perſuaded was free 
from thoſe ill-grounded reſentments, which the 
malice and impertinence of tale-bearers are always 
watchful to improve ; and when ſhe conſidered her- 
ſelf as the firſt occaſion of the quarrel, ſhe thought 
it her duty, in regard. to her deceaſed Lord's me- 
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mory, to offer that protection his ſiſter might juſſſ 
demand from her, and which her youth Tender 
rg Mary was charmed with the politeneſ; ot © 
Lady 's addrefs, but ſtill more with the 
generoſity of her behaviour in ſeeking her out, à be. 
a time when ſo many were diligent to avoid her atio 
The acknowledgements ſhe made for the favour lone 
done her, fpoke as much in her recommendation erer! 
as her perſon. Lady Brumpton, after ſome conyer. eure 
ſation, told her ſhe had a requeſt to make, to which alone 
ſhe could not well fuffer a denial ; this was no other tate 
than that © ſhe would leave that melancholy houſe, mae 
© and make her's the place of her fixed abode; for it re 
© as, by Lord Brumpton's will, he had bequeathed bent 
© her his whole fortune, ſhe ſhould not enjoy it her 
with peace of mind, if his ſiſter did not fhare in MI be. 
i che poſſeſſion.” e 27 e 
This very agreeable invitation filled Lady Ma Wl << 
with joy and ſurprize. She made a proper return 
to Lady Brumpton for her generoſity, and they U, 
agreed, that Lady Mary ſhould remove to her houk Jad 
the next day. We 
When Lady Mary was left alone to reflect on this 
unexpected piece of good fortune, and conſidered 
the diſtreſs ſhe had been in but two hours before, 
and from which ſhe was now ſo happily delivered; 
when ſhe reflected on the many calamities where- 
with from her childhood ſhe had been threatened, 
and by what various means ſhe had been ſaved ſo 
often from ruin, ſhe could not forbear thinking 
that ſhe was indeed the care of that Being, who had 
hitherto employed ſo little of her thoughts. Such 
frequent mercies as ſhe had received, ſometimes 
in being preſerved from the fatal conſequences of 
her own follies, at others in being relieved from 
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te unavoidable diſtreſſes to which ſhe had been ex- 
boſed, awakened in her mind a lively gratitude to 
the ſupreme Diſpoſer of all human events. The 
or conſolations to which her aunt had been re- 
Yuced in the melancholy concluſion of her life, 
hewed her, that happineſs did not conſiſt in diſſi- 
pation, nor in tumultuous pleaſures, and could 
alone be found in ſomething which every age and 
every condition might enjoy. Reaſon ſeemed this 
ſource of perpetual content, and ſhe fancied that 
alone would afford a ſatisfaction ſuitable to eve 
ſtate of mind and body. Some degree of religion ſhe 
imagined neceſſary, and that to perform the duties 
it required was requiſite to our peace. But the ex- 
tent of true religion ſhe had never conſidered, though 
her great good fortune told her, that ſhe ought to 
be thankful for the bleflings conferred, and not 
diſtruſt the care of Providence, of which ſhe had 
received ſuch fignal proofs. 

She had often heard Lady Brumpton ridiculed 
under the appellation of a genius and a learned 
lady; but when ſhe recollected who thoſe perſons 
were, no other than the open profeſſors of folly, 
it did not prejudice that lady in her opinion, but 
rather raiſed her expectation of being introduced 
into a ſuperior race of beings, for whoſe converſa- 
tion ſhe knew herſelf unqualified, but from whom 
ſhe hoped for ſome improvement to her under- 
ſtanding, too long neglected. : 

In this diſpoſition of mind Lady Brumpton found 
her at the hour that ſhe had appointed to fetch her. 
They went directly into Lady Brumpton's dreſſing- 
room, who prefented Lady Mary with a ſettlement 
ſhe had prepared of a hundred pounds a year, 
which ſhe begged her to accept for her cloaths 
and defired, that whenever ſhe found it — 
mne 
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the would draw on her for more: ſhe, at the fand 


time, made her the firſt payment. 8 herſc 
Lady Mary now entered into a new ſet of cm. cual 
pany, frequently found herſelf entirely at a loſs ; for Wl who 
ſhe was ſo tetally unacquainted with the ſubjech Wi vbi 
of their diſcourſe, that ſhe underſtood them almoſ and 


as little as if they had talked another language; 
ſhe told Lady Brumpton how much ſhe was con- 
cerned at her own ignorance, and begged ſhe 
would give her ſome directions what ſhe ſhould 
read. hat lady, whoſe chief aim was to ſhine, 
recommended to her the things moſt likely to fal 
into converſation, that ſhe might be qualified to 
bear her part in it. Lady Mary took her advice, 
and read ſome moral eflays, juſt publiſhed ; then a 
new play; after that the hiſtory of one ſhort pe- 
riod, and ended with a volume of ſermons then 
much in faſhion, When ſhe began to examine 
what ſhe had acquired by her ſtudies, ſhe found 
- fuch a confuſion in her memory, where an hiſto- 
rical anecdote was crouded by a moral ſentiment; 
and a ſcrap of a play interwoven into a ſermon, 
that ſhe determined to diſcoriitinue that miſcellane- 
ous reading, and begin a regular and improving 
courſe, leaving to others the privilege of fitting in 
judgment on every new production, 3 
In this ſituation Lady Mary continued ſome 
years, without any mortification, except what ſhe 
felt from ſeeing the conſequences of Lady Brump- 
ton's too great vanity, It led her into expences, 
which, though they did not conſiderably impair her 
fortune, yet ſo far ſtraightened it, that ſhe fre- 
quently had not power to indulge the generoſity of 
her mind, where it would have done her honour, 
aud have yielded her ſolid ſatisfaction. The adu- 
lation which ſhe received with too much. viſible 
| | complacency, 
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tomplacency inſpired her with ſuch: an opinion of 
herſelf, as led her to deſpiſe thoſe of leſs ſhining 
qualities, and not to treat any with 8 
whom ſhe had not ſome particular deſire to pleaſe, 
which often gave ſevere pangs to baſhful merit, 
and called her real ſuperiority in queſtion; for thoſe 
who obſerved ſo great a weakneſs, were tempted 
to believe her underſtanding rather glittering than 
ſolid, The defire of attracting to her houſe every 
perſon who had gained a reputation for genius, 
occafioned many to be admitted, whoſe acquaint- 
ance were a difgrace to her, and who artfully 
taking advantage of her weakneſs, by exceſs of 
flattery, found means of impofing on her to any de- 
gree they pleaſed. | FEM i 
The turn of converſation at her houſe was ridi- 
culed in every other company, by people who ap- 
peared moſt deſirous of being in her parties. 
indeed it was capable of being ſo; the extreme en- 
deayour to ſhine, took off from that eaſe in con- 
verſation which is its greateſt charm. Every per- 
ſon was like a bent bow, ready to ſhoot forth an 
arrow ; which had no ſooner darted to the other 
fide of the room, than it fell to the ground, and 
the next perſon picked it up, and made a new ſhoot 
with it. Like the briſk lightning in the Rehearſal, 
they gave flaſh for flaſh ; and they were continu- 
ally ſtriving whoſe wit ſhould go off with the 
greateſt report. Lady Mary, who has naturally a 
great deal of vivacity, and a fufficient ſhare of 
wit, made no bad figure in the brilliant aſſembly; 
tor though ſhe perceived an abſurdity in theſe mock 
ſkirmiſhes of genius, yet ſhe thought proper to 


conform to her company ; but ſaw plainly that a. 


ſprightly look, and lively elocution, made the 
chief 
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chief merit of the beſt 3ons mais that were utter . 00 
After ſhe had ſpent about five years with Lal © © 
Brumpton, this lady was ſeized with a nervous . 
ver, which all the art of her phyficians could not (ea 
entirely conquer. Her ſpirits were extremely af. de 
fected, and her friends decreaſed in their attentions, thi 
as her vivacity decayed. She had indeed always 4 
been ſuperior to her company, in every requiſite Wl 
to pleafe and entertain, therefore, when the could b. 
not bear her part, the converſation flagged ; they 
dwindled from ſomething like wit into oddity, aud Wil ? 
then ſunk into dullneſs. She was no longer equally j 
qualified to pleaſe or to be pleaſed; her mind was 
not at uniſon with ſhallow jeſters, and therefore | 
they could make no harmony. 25 
Her diſorder wore her extremely, and turned to 
an atrophy. In that gradual decay ſhe oſten told 
Lady Mary, ſhe was awakened from a dream ef 
< vanity ; the ſaw how much a dehre to gain the 
* applauſe of a few people, had made her forget 
the more neceſſary aim of obtaining the appro- 
bation of her Creator. She had indeed no cri- 
minal actions to lay to her charge; but how 
ſhould ſhe ? vanity preſerved her from doing 
any thing which ſhe imagined would expoſe her | 
to cenſure. She had done ſome things com- 
mendable, but ſhe feared the defire of being com- 
mended was part of her motive. The humility 
and calmneſs of a true chriſtian diſpoſition had 
appeared to her meanneſs of ſpirit or affectation, 
and a religious life as the extremeſt dullneſs; but 
c now too late ſhe ſaw her error, and was ſenſible 
© ſhe had never been in the path of happineſs. 
© She had not erred from want of knowledge, but 


© from the ſtrong impulſe of vanity, which led her 
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Lady Mary JONAS. 187 
i to neglect it; but ſickneſs, by lowering her ſpirits, 
had taken away the falſe glare which dazzled her 
« eyes, and reſtored her to her ſight.” PT 

Lady Brumpton was ſenſible of her approaching 
death ſome weeks before ſhe expired, and was 
perfectly reſigned. Lady Mary had a fecond time 
the melancholy office of cloſing the eyes of a be- 
nefactreſs and relation whom ſhe- ſincerely loved. 
Lady Brumpton, to remove from her any anxiety on 
her own account, acquainted her, as ſoon as her 
diſeaſe became deſperate, that ſhe had bequeathed - 
her ten thouſand pounds, and all her plate and 
jewels. 1 | | 
Lady Mary found this information true, and re- 
ceived the ſum. She was tenderly concerned for 
the loſs of ſo good a friend; and by the various 
circumſtances: of her life, and the many bleſſings 
beſtowed on her, had a heart ſo touched with the 
greatneſs of Divine mercy, that her mind took # 
more ſerious turn than common; and, taught by 
the experience of Lady Sheerneſs and Lady Brump- 
ton, the futility of thoſe enjoyments ſo generally 
purſued, became weary of the multitude in which 
ſhe had long lived, and being in ſearch of a retire- 
ment when ſhe met Mrs. D Hare and Mrs Man- 
cel at Tunbridge, as I have already told you, came 
hither with them. | 

Mrs. Maynard was not a little wearied with ſod 
long a narrative, and therefore left us ſoon after 
ſhe had concluded it; but Lamont and I remained 
in the park till dinner. 

In the afternoon the Ladies propoſed we ſhould 
go upon the water, a ſcheme very agreeable to us 
all; ſome of the inhabitants of the other community 
were of the party. We got into a very neat boat, 
of a ſize ſufficient to contain a large company, and 
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which was rowed by the ſervants of the family, wel 


went about three miles up the river, with pre; 

pleaſure, and landed juſt by a neat houſe, where ye 
underſtood we were to drink tea. The miſtreſs o 

it received us with joy, and told the ladies ſhe hat 
longed to fee them, their young folks having quite 
finiſhed her houfe, which ſhe begged leave to they 
us. Its extreme neatnefs rendered it an object wor- 
thy obſervation ; and I was particularly attentive, 
as its ſize ſuiting my plan of life, I determined to 
copy it. , 

The rooms were neither large nor numerous, but 
moſt of them hung with paper, and prettily adorn. 
ed. There were feveral very good drawings framed 
with ſhells, elegantly put together; and a couple 
of cabinets deſigned for uſe, but they became orna. 
mental by being painted, and ſea-weeds ſtuck there- 
on, which, by their variety, and the happy diſpoſi. 
tion of them, rendered the doors, and each of the 
_. drawers, a diſtin landſcape. Many other little 
pieces of furniture were by the ſame art made very 
pretty and curious I learnt in a whiſper from Mrs, 
Maynard, that this gentlewoman was widow to the 
late miniſter of the pariſh, and was left at his death 
with five ſmall children, in very bad circumſtances, 
The ladies of Millenium Hall immediately raiſed 
her drooping ſpirits, ſettled an income upon her, 
took this houſe, furniſhed it, and lent her ſome of 
their girls to affiſt in making up the furniture, and 
decorating it, according to the good woman's taſte, 
She carried us into her little garden, neat to an ex- 
ceſs, and filled with flowers, which we found ſome 
of her children tying up and putting in order, while 
the younger were playing about, all dreſſed with 
the ſame exact neatneſs as herſelf. 


When 


Lady Many JoN ES. 189. 
When we had performed this little progreſs, we 
fund tea ready, and ſpent the afternoon with 
rater pleaſure, for obſerving the high gratification - 
which this viſit ſeemed to afford the miſtreſs of the 
houſe. In the room where we ſat was a book-caſe 
vell ſtocked 3 my curioſity was great to ſee what it 
contained, and one of the ladies, to whom I men- 
tioned it, indulged me by opening it herſelf, and, 
on looking at the books, I found they conſiſted of 
ome excellent treatiſes of divinity, ſeveral little 
things publiſhed for the uſe of children, and calcu- 
ated to inſtil piety and knowledge into their infant 
minds, with a collection of our beſt periodical pa- 


theſe books, I learnt, were Mrs. MancePs preſent. 

The fineneſs of the evening made our return 
rery delightful, and we had time for a little concert 
before ſupper. . 

The next morning I called up Lamont very early, 
and reminded the houſe-keeper of her promiſe of 
ſhewing us the ſchoojs-; which ſhe readily perform- 
ing, conducted us firſt to a very large cottage, or 
rather five or ſix cottages. laid together. Here we 
found about fifty girls, clad in a very neat uniform, 
and perfectly clean, already ſeated at their reſpective 
buſineſſes. Some writing, others caſting accounts, 
ſome learning leſſons by heart, ſeveral employed in 
various forts of needle-work, a few ſpinning, and 
others knitting, with two ſchool-miſtreſſes to in- 
ſpect them. The ſchool- room was very large and 
perfectly clean, the forms and chairs they ſat on 
were of wood, as white as poſſible; on ſhelves 
were wooden bowls and trenchers equally white, 
and ſhining pewter and braſs ſeemed the ornaments 
cf one fide of the room, while pieces of the chil- 
dren's work of various kinds decorated the hers 
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190 Tus HISTORY OY 
little ſamples of their performances being thus ex. 
hibited as encouragement ta their ingenuity, 

I aſked many queſtions as to their education 
and learnt, that they are bred up in the ſtricteſt 
piety ; the ladies, by various ſchemes, and many 
little compoſitions of their own, endeavour to in. 
culcate the pureſt principles inte their tender minds, 
They all by turns exerciſe themſelves in the ſevera] 
employments which we ſaw going forward, that they 
may have various means of gaining their ſubſiſtence, 
in caſe any accident ſhould deprive them of the 
power of purſuing any particular part of their buſi. | 
neſs, The ladies watch their geniuſes with great 
care, and breed them up to thoſe things which 
ſeem maſt fuitable-to the turn of their minds. When 
any are deſigned for ſervice, they are taught the 
buſineſs of the place they are beſt fitted for, by 

coming down to the hall, and performing the ne- 
ceſſary offices under the direction of the excellent 
ſervants there. | 

A very large kitchen-garden belongs to the houſe, 
which is divided into as many parts as there are 
ſcholars ; to weed, and keep this in order, 1s made 
their principal recreation; and, by the-nofice taken 
of it, they are taught to vie with each ather which 
ſhall beſt acquit themſelves, fo that perhaps ne- 
ver was a garden ſo neat. They likewiſe have 
no fmall ſhare in keeping thoſe at the hall in or- 
der, and the grotto and ſeats are chiefly their wor- 
manſhip. | | 

I gave them due praiſe upon their performances 
at the clergyman's widow's, and delighted two of 
them very much by my admiration of a little ar- 
bour, which they had there planted with woodbines 
and other ſweet ſhrubs. In their own garden they - 

are allowed the indulgence of any little —_ 
4] : . WAanic 


Lady MARY JONES. 197: 
qhich takes not up too much room; and it is pretty 


x ſchool breaks up, they run with as much eager- 
refs and joy to their garden, as other children do 


b the approbation their patroneſſes give to their 
rlormances. They likewiſe take jt by turns to 
do the buſineſs of the houſe, and emulation excites 
them to a cleanlineſs, which could not by any other 
means be preſerved, SY 

From this ſchool we went to one inſtituted for 
boys, which conſiſted of about half the number, and 
moſt of them ſmall, as they are diſmiſſed to labour 
23 ſoon as they are able to perform any work, ex- 


on much the ſame principles as the other, and every 
boy of five years old has his little ſpade and rake, 
which he is taught to exerciſe. | | 
We returned from our little tour time enough 
for prayers, with- minds well prepared for them, 
by the view of ſuch noble fruits of real piety. 
Indeed, the ſteward who reads them, does it 


with ſuch extreme propriety, and ſuch humble 


and fincere devotion, as is alone ſufficient to 


fix the attention, and warm the hearts of his 


hearers, | 

After breakfaſt was over, we got Mrs. Maynard 
to accompany us into the garden, ſhe, in complai- 
lance to us, abſtaining while we were at the hall, 
from her ſhare in the daily viſits the ladies pay to 
ther ſeveral inſtitutions, and to the poor and ſick 
in their village, Their employments are great, but 
their days are proportionable, for they are always 
up by five o'clock, and by their example the people 
In the village riſe equally early; at that hour one 


ſees 


p ſee their little. ſeats, their arbours and beds of- 
lowers, according to their ſeveral taſtes. As ſoon. 


o their childiſh ſports ; and their higheſt pleaſure 


cept incapacitated by ill health. This is inſtituted 


102 THE His TORY OT 
ſees them all engaged in their ſeveral buſineſſes, 
with an aſſiduity, which in other * is 3 
awakened till much later. 

I called on Mrs. Maynard. to continue her 
taſk, which, without any previous ceremony, ſhe 
did, as follows. 
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M* Selvyn, the Jounge brother of an ancient 
family, whoſe fortune was inferior to the rank 
it held in the country, where it had long been 
fixed, was placed in trade in London ; but his 
ſucceſs not anſwering his hopes, he gave it up be- 
fore it was too late to ſecure himſelf a ſmall ſub- 
litence, and retired into the country, when Miſs 
delvyn was about five years old. His wife had been 
dead two years; thus his little. girl's education de- 
wlred entirely aft. aggro TP TIES 

He bred her up genteelly, though his fortune 
was ſmall, and as he was well qualified for the part, 
became himſelf her tutor, and executed that office 
ſo well, that at twelve years old ſhe excelled all 
the young ladies in the neighbourhood of her own 
age, in French, and writing, either- for hand or 
ſtile; and in the great propriety and grace with 
which ſhe read Engliſh. She hag no ſmall know- 
ledge of accounts; and had made ſome progreſs 
, . 111 
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in the ſtudy of hiſtory. Her perſon was el f 
and pleaſin 1 tes , I perfeaty 7 
engaging; *. yet theſe charms could not induce fre 
the neighbouring families to forgive her for excel- en 
ling other girls in her accompliſhments, - ye 
hey cenſured Mr. Selvyn, for giving his Wl be 

© daughter an education, to which her | was WW vi 
< ſo little ſuited, and thought he would have done b. 
better to have bred her up to houſewifery, and Wl b 
< qualified her for the wife of an honeſt tradeſmen ;' d 


for part of what he had was known to be a life in- 
come; a ſmall ine cure having been procured him 
by his friends in town, before he retired into the 
Country. | 
The cenſures of thoſe who love to ſhew their 
own wiſdom by blaming others, had little effect on 
Mr. Selvyn; he continued his diligence in cul- 
tivating his little girl's mind ; and even taught 
himſelf many things, that he might be able to in- 
ſtrut her. If he did not breed her up in a man- 
ner to gain a ſubſiſtence by the moſt uſual means, 
he however qualified her to ſubſiſt on little; he | 
taught her true frugality without narrowneſs of | 
mind; and made her ſee how few of all the ex- 
pences the world ran into were neceſſary to hap- 
pineſs. He deprived her of all temptation to pur- 
chaſe pleaſures, by inſtructing ; her to ſeek only in 
herſelf for them ; and by the various accompliſh- 
ments he had given her, prevented that vacuity of 
mind, which leads people to ſeek external amuſe- 
ments. The day was not ſufficient for her em- 
8 therefore ſhe could not be reduced to 
trifle away any part of it, for fear of its lying heavy 
, pe Es 
Thus Miſs Selvyn was bred a philoſopher from | 
her cradle; but was better inſtructed in the doc- 
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vine of the ancient moraliſts, than in the principles 
of China Mr. Selvyn was not abſolutely a 
free-thinker 3 he had no vices that made him an 
memy to Chriſtianity; nor that pride which tempts 
people to contradict a religion generally received; 
he did not apprehend that diſbelief was a proof of 
yiſdom, nor wiſhed to leſſen the faith of others, 
but was in himſelf ſceptical 3 he doubted of what 
he could not entirely comprehend, and ſeemed to 
think thoſe things at leaſt improbable which were 
not level to his underſtanding. He avoided the ſub- 
jet with Miſs Selvyn, he could not teach her what 
he did not believe; but choſe to leave her free to 
form that judgment, which ſhould in time ſeem 
noſt. ration taKer> 87. toi ⏑ rm ; 

could not forbear interrupting Mrs. Maynard, 
to ignify:my approbation of Mr. Selyyn's conduct 
in this particular, as the. only inſtance I had ever 
met with of a candid mind, in one wo had 2 
tendency towards infidelity; for I never knew 
any who were not angry with thoſe that believed 
© more than themſelves, and who were not more 
© eager to bring others over to their opinions than 
_ © moſt foreign miſſionaries; yet ſurely nothing 
can be more abſurd; for theſe men will not dare 
* to ſay that the virtues which Chriſtianity requires 
are not indiſpenſible duties; on the contrary, 
they would have us imagine they are moſt ſin- 
cerely attached to them; what advantage then 
* can accrue to any one, from being deprived of 
* the certainty of a reward for his obedience ? 
If we deny revelation, we muſt acknowledge 
* this point to be very uncertain; it was the ſub- 
* ject of diſpute and doubt among all the philo- 
ſophers of antiquity; and we have but a poor 
dependence for ſo great av bleſſing, if we reſt 
* our expeQation where they did theirs, Can a 
2 man 


* 


man therefore. be rendered happier by being de- 
| <. prived of this: certainty i! Or can we ſuppoſe} he 


< will be more virtuous, becauſe we have removed 
all the motives; that ariſe from hope and fear 


And yet, what elſe can excuſe an inſidel's defire 
to make converts? Nothing. Nor can any thing 
© occaſion: it but: a ſecret conſtiatiſneſs0 that he is 

in the wrong, which | tempts! him tei wiſh: for the 
countenance of more aſſociates in his error; this 


thoſe who believe more than himſelf; be ſetlt 


c 

0 

< likewiſe oan alone give riſe to his rancour againſt 
c 

0 

0 


is inſup portable. b 30 
+ But, ſaid Lamont, do YOu. im ine that a 
| © free-thinker may not be certain! of a, future; 
ſtate ?? * VI Atti T5 118800 10 bi! 
Not poſitively, anſwered Mrs. Maynard; if he 
is certain of that point, he is a believer without 
owning it; he muſt have had his certainty fm 
Scripture ; all the reaſon he boaſts can only ſbem 
it probable, and that probability is loaded with 
ſo many difficulties, as will much weaken hope. 
Where can reaſfon ſay; immortality ſhall ſtop ? 
We muſt allow that; Omnipotence may heſtu it 
on ſuch ranks of being as he pleaſes: But how 
can reaſon tell us to whom he has given at? 
Whether to all creation, or na part of it? Pride 
indeed makes man claim it for himſelf, but deny 
it to others; and yet the ſuperior intelligence 
perceivable in ſome brutes, to what appears in 
ſome of his own ſpecies, ſhould raiſe doubts in 
him who has nothing but the reaſonings of his 
own weak brain to go upon. But 10 proceed 
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with my ſubjedt os [rim hin 10 399] 
The miniſter of the pariſh wherein Mr. Selvyn 
dwelt, was a gentleman of great learning and ſtrict 
probity, He had every virtue in the moſt — 
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degree, and a gentleneſs and humility. of mind 
which is the moſt agreeable: characteriſtic of his 
profeſſion. | He had a ſtrong ſenſe of the duties of 
his function, and dedicated his whole time to the 
performance of them. He did not chink his in- 
ſtructions ſhould be conſined to the pulpit; but ſen- 
{ble that the ignorant were much more effectually 
taught 1 in familiar converſation, _— by preaching ; 
he viſited frequently the very po of his pa- 
rſhioners 5 and by the humility f bis behaviour, 
a much as by his bounty * ths diſtributed great 
part of his income among the neceſſitous) he gained 
the affections of the nmr. Fe wn gs Ai a ad- 
vice was all- powerful with them. 2 
This gentleman's great revrertibn Was „ ifting 
Mr. Selvyn, whoſe ſenſe and knowledge rendered 
his converſation: extremely entertaining, and Miſs 
Selvyn's company was a great addition to the good 
minitter an met he took delight in ſeeing her; 
as: Hamlet ſays, bear her faculties ſo meekly.“ 
She was entirely void of conceit and vanity, and 
did not ſeem to have found out that her know- 
YT ce . exceeded that of moſt perſohs of her. age, 
eaſt the looked upon it as a cafual advantage, 

which reflected no hohour to herſelf, but was en- 
tirely owing. to Mr. Selvyn. Her. youthful chear- 
fulneſs enlivened the hn without rendering the 
converſation leſs ſolid; and. ber amiable diſpoſition 
made the good miniſter e AT for her 
welfare t 754% ena Ts 0 

He ſoon found out: Mr. Sebvyn's © ſeupticiſtn, auld 
endeavoured: to remove it. He repreſented to him 
that, his not being able to underſtand the moſt 
; myſterious pa rts of: Chriftianity was no argument 
* againſt the gantry! of them. That there were 
many things in nature, hoſe certainty he by no 


means doubted, _ K 3 was totally ignorant bf 
| the 
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infinite wiſdom, and confine our reaſoll within 


a0  Towr HaisTORY -OF | 
the methods whereby many of them operated : 
and even of the uſe of ſome of them. Could 


.« 


he ſay what purpoſe the fiery comet "anſwers? 


How is its motion produced, ſo regular in h 


period, ſo unequal in its motion, and ſo ex- 


centric in its courſe ? Of e things man 
ing able to form. 


is in reality as ignorant, only 
a ſyſtem, which ſeems to ſuit in ſome particular, 
he imagines he has diſcovered the whole, and 


will think ſo till ſome! new | ſyſtem takes place, 


and the old one is exploded, .' Ile aſked Mr, 
Selvyn, If they deſcended to the meaneſt object, 
in what berge ver they WR for the poly- 
us's property of ſupplying that part of its 
which ſhall n ack That inſect 458 1 
all the creation, does not continue maimed by 
amputation, but multiplies by it. To what can 


we attribute this difference in an inſect, which in 
all particulars beſide, reſembles ſo 8 others! 


Yet who doubts: of the reality of theſe things ? 
If we cannot comprehend the ſmalleſt works of 


almighty wiſdom, can we expect to fathom that 


wiſdom itfelf ? And ſay, that ſuch things he can- 
not do, or cannot chuſe, becauſe the ſame effeds 


could be produced by other means? Man no 


doubt might exert the ſame functions under an- 


_—_ 


of the” Alniighty are diſcuſſed ? Fas: only are 
obvious to our reaſon ; we muſt: fudge. of them 
by the evidence of their reality; if that is ſuff- 
cient to eſtabliſh the facts; why, or how they 
were produced, is beyond. our comprehenſion. 


»Let us learn that finite minds cannot: judge of 


© its 
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its proper ſphere.* By theſe, and many other ar- 
zuments, Mr. Selvyn was brought to believe the 
poſſibility of what he did not comprehend ;* and by 
this worthy clergyman's care, Miſs Selvyn was 
taught the truths of Chriſtianity, which, though the 
nal neceſſary of all things, was at firſt the only 
one neglecttee. | 13 * 
In this retired ſituation they continued till Miſs 
Selyyn was near ſeventeen years old; Mr, Selvyn 
then determined to remove to London ; and taking 
a ſmall houſe in Park-ſtreet, fixed his abode there. 
Lady Emilia Reynolds lived next door; and ſoon 
after their arrival made them a viſit ; a compliment, 
ſhe ſaid, ſhe looked upon as due to ſo near a neigh- 
bour. Some other ladies in the ſame ſtreet follow-. 
ed her example, and in a very ſhort time Miſs Sel- 
vyn was introduced into as large an acquaintance as 
was agreeable to her, for ſhe was naturally averſe to 
much diſſipation. 14 | 

Lady Emilia Reynolds was a fingle lady of very 
large fortune, her age upwards of thirty, her per- 
fon fine, her manner gentle and pleaſing, and an 
air of dejection did not render her countenance the 
leſs engaging. She was grave and ſenſible, and 
kept a great deal of good np; without en- 
tering into a gay way of life. Miſs Selvyn's mo- 
deſty and od ſenſe ſeemed to have great charms 
for her ; ſhe cultivated a friendſhip with her, not- 
withſtanding ſome diſparity in their ages; and nei- 
ther of them appeared fo happy as when they were 
together, F | . 

Mr. Selvyn could not be diſpleaſed at an inti- 
macy ſo ae nor could Miſs Selvyn be more 
Properly introduced into the world, than by a per- 
ſon of Landy Emilia's reſpectable character. 
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| good company, and was fo generall liked, that 
Whenever her ladyſhip favoured them with a viſt, 


though the different turn of their minds, and their 
between them. Lady Emilia was not blind to Lady 


8 


At ber houſe Miſs Selvyh ſaw a great deal of 
many intreated Lady Emilia to bring her to them, 


Theſe invitations were generally complied with, ay 
under fuch a- protectreſs Nik Selvyn might properly 
venture to any place. Lady Sheerneſs was one of 
this number, whoſe rank, and ſome degree of rela- 
tionſhip, brought her acquainted with Lady Emilia, | 


— 29 0 Co 


very oppoſite taſte of life, prevented any intimacy 


Sheerneſs's follies, but ſhe eſteemed them object: 
of her compaſſion, not of her cenſure ;; nicely cir- 
cumſpect in her own conduct, ſhe judged with the 
extremeſt lenity of the behaviour of ethers, ready to 
attempt excufing them to the world, and not even 
ſuffering herfelf to blame what ſhe could not ap- 
prove; ſhe ſincerely pitied Lady Mary Jones, whe 
tcemed by fortune ſacrihced to folly ; and ſhe was 
in continual fear left ſhe ſhould fall a victim to 
that imprudence, which in her caſe was almoſt un- 
avoidable. | ee 8 
Buy this means Miſs Selvyn became acquainted 
with Lady Mary, and was the young woman I be- 
fore mentioned, as Lady Mary's adviſer and con- 
ductor, in putting an end to Lord Robert St. 
George's courtſhip. . 
Not long after ſhe had the fatisfaction of thus 
aſſiſting a young lady, whoſe failings gave her al- 
moſt as many charms as they robbed her of, ſhe 


had the misfortune to loſe Mr. Selvyn. All that 2 
child could feel for the loſs of a tender parent Miss 
Selvyn ſuffered. His death was not ſo ſudden, but 
that it afforded him time to ſettle his affairs, and 
to give every direction to Miſs Selvyn, which he 
thought might faye her from all W 
* = 
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FO approaching event.” He recommended to her, 
is her fortune would de bur mall, to attach her- 
{lf as much 48 pofftble ts Lady e figce ſhe 
now. became ſtill mare dec rotectrefs, 
than ſhe had before been deſirable Fol 5 friend, and 
that intereft as much as. gratitude required her cul- 
tirating the affection that Lady | had already ſhewn 
her, 07 H 87 

The Latter” ODT ſufficient” to influence 
Miſs Selv yn, White. 79 fitcerely "returned the 
xegard Lady Emilia had for her; bat at that time, 
ſhe. was too e ected With Mr. Selvyn's ap- 
proaching Gillolätion to think of any thing elſe. 
His care for her in his laſt moments, Ain more en- 
deared him, who throu gh life had made her happi- 
neſs his principal ſtudy. Mer affliction was extreme, 
nor could Lady Emil” by the tendereſt care for 


76 


* 


London with convenience. 1 50 Emilia invited 
her to her houſe; and as the ſpring advanced, her 
ladyſhip. inclining to paſs the fine ſeaſon in the 
country, hired à houſe about a hundred miles from 
Londoh, Which ſhie had former! been fond of, and 
was but juſt! become empty. She had been but 
little out of town for ſome years, and went to her 
new habitation with pleaſure. Miſs Selvyn bid 
alieu without regret to every thing but Lady Mary 
Jones, for whom ſhe had conceived a real affecti- 
on, which firſt took its riſe from compaſſion, and 
was ſtrengthened by the great docility with which 
ſhe followed her advice about Lord Robert, and the 
reſolution with which ſhe conquered her inclina- 
ion. Lady Mary grieved to loſe one whom he 
K 5 eſteemed 
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eſteemed ſo prudent and faithful a friend, and con- 
ſidered her departure as à real misfortune ; but they 
agreed ta keep vp a regylar correſpondence as the 


8 e to conver! „% „ 

1 country was perfectly agreeable to La 
Emilia and wt 45 friend ; The life pgs 
was molt. ſuitable to their inclinations, and winter 
brought with it no deſires to return to London; 
whereupon. Lady. Emilia diſpoſed of her houſe. 
there, and ſettled quite in the country. They were 
both extremely, fond of reading, and in this they 
ſpent moſt of their time. Their regular way of 
life, and the benefits of air and exerciſe, ſeemed to 
abate the dejection before ſo viſible in Lady Emi- 
lia; and ſhe never appeared to want any other con- 
verſation than that of Miſs Selvyn, whom ſhe 
loved with a tenderneſs ſo juſtly due to her 
merit. F 


After they had been ſettled about two years in 


2 L+ + % 


* 


regiment, and having at that time no other en- 
gagement, and the lodgings he had taken juſt out 


of the town being finely ſituated, he determined 


to make ſome ſtay there. Here he renewed his 


flight acquaintance with Lady Emilia and Miſs | 


Selvyn; and by favour of his vicinity ſaw them 
often. Lord Robert's heart was too ſuſceptible of 
ſoft impreſſions, not to feel the influence of Miſs 
Selvyn's charms. He was ftrongly captivated by 
her excellent underſtanding and engaging manner ; 
as for her perſon, he had known many more beau- 
tiful, though none more pleaſing ; but the uncom- 
mon turn of her mind, her. gentleneſs, ' and ſen- 

ible modeſty, had attractions that yere 1 11 
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Lord Robert's attachment ſoon betame viſible; 
but Miſs Selyyn knew him too well to think his 
addreſſes very flattering, and by his behaviour to 
Lady Mary Jenes, feared fome inſulting declara- 
tion; but from theſe apprehenſions he ſoon deli- 
vered her. Real affection conquering that aſſur- 
ance which nature had firſt given, and ſueceſs en- 
creaſed, he had not 3 to declare his- paſſion 
to her, but applied to Lady Emilia, to acquaint 
her friend with his love, and begged her intereſt in 
his behalf, fearing that without it, Miſs Selvyn's 
reſerve would not ſuffer her to liſten to his ad- 
dreſſes. . eee 
Lady Emilia promiſed to report all he had ſaid, 
and accordingly gave Miſs Selvyn a circumſtantial 
account of the whole converſation, wherein Lord 
Robert had laid before her the ſtate of his fortune, 
which was ſufficient for a woman of her prudence; 
and ſhe, added, that ſhe did not ſee how Miſs 
* Selvyn could expect to be addreſſed by a man 
more eligible, whether ſhe conſidered fis birth, 
© his fortune, or his perſon and accompliſhments.” 
Miſs Selvyn was a little ſurpriſed, that ſo gay a 
man ſhould take fo ſerious a reſolution. She al- 
lowed the juſtneſs of what Lady Emilia faid in his 
favour, and confeſſed, that it was impoſſible Lord 
Robert could fail of pleafing ; but added, that it 
* could not be adviſable for her to marry ; for en- 
joying perfect content, ſhe had no benefit to ex- 
* pect from change; and happineſs was fo ſcarce a 
* commodity in this life, that whoever let it once 
* lip, had little reaſon to expect to catch it again. 
For what reaſon then ſhould the alter her ſtate? 
The ſame diſpoſition which would render Lord Ro- 
© bert's fortune ſufficient, made her own anſwer all 
her wiſhes, ſince if ſhe had not the joy of living 
PCP 19.4: WINS wi 
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with her ladyſhip, it would ſtill afford her every 
Lady Emilia ſaid ſome things in recommendation 
of marriage; and ſeemed to think it improbable 


4 


» 
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1 


Miſs Selvyn ſhould not be a little prejudiced in fa- 


+ particulars, . which formerly came to her know- 


Lady Emilia allowed the force of en an ob- 
jection, and did not preſs a marriage, for which 


vyn's referve might lead her to act con- 
trary to her inclinations; and therefore had endea- 


vour of fo amiable a lover as Lord Robert, which 
- tempted that young lady to tell her, that 5 
.< ſhe allowed him exceſſively pleaſing, yet by ſome 


if ledge, ſhe was convinced his principles were 
ne e 


ſhe ** pleaded only out of an apprehenſion left 
Miſs Sel 


voured to facilitate her declaration in favour of 


Lord Robert, if ſhe was in reality inclined to ac- 


cept his propoſals. She acquieſced then readily in 


her friend's determination; only defired ſhe would. | 
herſelf acquaint Lord Robert with it, as he would 
not eaſily be ſilenced by a refuſal which did not pro- 


ceed from her own lips. 


His lordſhip came in the evening to learn his | 
fate, and Lady Emilia having contrived to be ab- 


ſent, he found Miſs Selvyn alone. Though this 


was what he had wiſhed, yet he was fo diſeon- 


certzd, that Miſs Sylvyn was reduced to begin the 
ſubject herſelf, and to tell him, that Lady Emilia 
had acquainted her with the honour he had done 
her, that ſhe was much obliged to him for his good 
opinion, and hoped he would be happy with ſore 
« woman much more deſerving than herſelf z but ſhe 
* could by no-means accept the favour he intended 
© her, being ſo entirely happy in her preſent ſituati- 
on, that nothing in the world ſhould induce her 
ta change it.“ Spa This 
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* 


teſt; Lord Robert ſoliciting her to . 


him, the was obliged to confeſs, that had fhe 


* 
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1 Friaclackimozion gave rife to a very warm con- 


love, with all the tentlerneſs of the ſt 


E pa 
fon, and ſhe with e . perſeverance pe 
her refuſal. Het not ' be iperfuaded/” that ber 
motive for doing ſo was really 8 the. Hedge 
but as ſhe continued to affirm it, be beg ſy 

nge 4 


ever to know, © if ſhe had not made o 

reſolution in favour of a ſingle life; — The 
„ ſhould. have had any F -6bjeQto on to 
him??? 

Mis Selvyn e the uſcleflieſs -of this VRP 
tion, ſince the reaſon of her refuſing the hondur 
he intended her, would have made her reſect the 
addreſſes of every other man in the world. Lord 
Robert could not believe this poſſible, and th herefore 
deſiſted not from urging a rr ſo difagreeable 
to anſwer | 

When Miſs Setvyn found it impoflible to avoid: 
fatisfying him in this particular, ſhe told him, that 

if he were entirely unexceptionable, the fhould 
© be fixed in the ſame determination; but fince he 
inſiſted on knowing if ſhe had any objection to 


1 
rn 


been better inclined to enter into the matrimo- 
© nial ſtate, his lordſhip was not the man the 
© ſhould. have choſen, not from any diſlike to his 
* perſon or underſtanding, but from difapproba- 
* tion of his principles; that, in regard to her ſex, 
he had a lightneſs in his way of thinking, and 
© had been fo criminal in his conduct, that of all 
men the knew, ſhe n him moſt improper 
* for an hufband.” 
Lord Robert was ſurpriſed at ſo new an objec- 
tion, and told her, that he did not apprehend 
© himſelf more blameable in thoſe reſpects than moſt 
young men, Gallantry was * to his age, 
and 


— 
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8 en en 7 with bs regard "ar Yay 
7 e gave ſo ſtrong a proof of an inclination 
I am ſorry, replied Miſs vyn, that vour: 
s Iordſhip thinks me mean . take a4 
© ſurt in ſuch a triumph, or ſo vain as to imagine! 
© can reform a man of diſſolute manners, the laſt 
© thing I ſhould hope or endeavour: to ſucceed in, 
© Such a tincture of corruption will always remain 
© in the mind of what you are pleaſed to term 2 
5 gallant man, to whom I ſhould give the leſs polite 
© appellation of vicious, that I could not be happy 
5 in his ſociety, A reformed rake may be ſober, but 
© 15 never virtuous. 46-4 . 
Lord Robert growing very urgent to know what 
ſhe had particularly, to lay to his charge, ſhe told 
him frankly, that © his treatment of To y Mary 
Jones had diſguſted her, as ſhe, and perhaps ſhe 
© only, had been acquainted with the whole.” 
Lord Robert endeavoured to excuſe himſelf on 
the encouragement Lady Mary's levity had given 
to his hopes; obſerving, that when a woman's 
© behaviour was very light, his ſex were not apt 
© to imagine there was any great fund of virtue ; 
nor could it be expected, that any one elſe ſhould 
guard that honour, of which ſhe herſelf was 
careleſs,” | ©: gat e ET 
I am ſure, replied Miſs Selvyn, your lordſhip's 
hopes muſt have been founded on Lady Mary's 
folly, not her real want of innocence ; a folly 
which aroſe from the giddineſs of youth, and the 
hurry of diffipation ; for, by nature, ny Mary's 
underſtanding is. uncommonly good. By what 
you ſay, you imagined her honour. was lawful 
prize, becauſe ſhe appeared careleſs of it; would 
this way of arguing. be allowed in any _ 
| + calc! 
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r caſe? | If. you ;obſeryed, a, man who negleRed. to 


« ent what beca of it, 


« ſelf thereby juſtiſied in robbing him ?. But how | 


much more criminal would you be, were you to 
« deprive him of his wealth, becauſe he was either 
« ſo thoughtleſs or ſo weak, as not to know its va- 
© lue ? And yet ſurely the injury in this caſe would 


abe much leſs than. what you think fo . 
elf the world has but the leaſt ſenſe of real ho- 


« nour, in this light they muſt ſee it; and to that 
tribunal I imagine you only think yourſelf an- 
ſwerable; for did you reflect but one moment, 
on another bar, before which you will be ſum- 
moned, you would ſee, there can be no excuſe 
for violating, the laws by which you are there 
to be tried. If you could juſtify, yourſelf to the 
world, or, to the women of whoſe folly you take 


you have ſo ready for that purpoſe, ſuch cobweb 
ſophiſtry cannot weaken the force of an expreſs 
commangh.... * :. ::7. 5: £- $4 nro 

I will not pretend, anſwered Lord Robert, to 
deny the truth of what you ſay, but muſt beg 


A «a A A 3A A A KK K 26A 


theſe truths, than for thoſe. to obey them who 
are expoſed to, and ſuſceptible of temptations. 
When a woman has no title to our reſpect, how 
difficult is it to conſider her in the light you re- 
quire! levity of conduct we are apt to look upon 
as an invitation, which a man ſcarcely thinks it 
conſiſtent with his politeneſs to neglect.. 

« I wiſh, replied Miſs Selvyn, that women were 
better acquainted, with the ways of thinking fo 
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common with your ſex; for while they are igno- 
© rant of ure foie under great diſadvantage. 


hat levity which deprives them 
Ire Desen / b of 


They obtain by 


. 


ſhould. you think your» _ 
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advantage, by the fallacious arguments which 


you will conſider it is more eaſy for you to urge 
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nich hey DN rom; 
© e e Ae e de a 
and openly attached, "it would A 
© change rde Venetien, nor wha they uffer 
* & An ad A — DO they cantiet liſten Without y 
< incurring. yo t. How .crthinally be. 
2 Leſtful is Nas! Noth: and what real Virtus 
gan man truly boaſt, who'afts; in this manner? 
Muhat woman im her ſenſes kan ente t art union 
Aol HR with uch u fam?! ain ane, 
Why not, Madam? faid Lord Robett, Mey be. 
* vie to you ſhews,. that we yield to merit the 
* Homage it deſerves; you would loſe all your 
* triumph, were we to put you -and the peer; rt- 
of ydur fex on met 8 otir options. We 
© are always. ready to eſteem a woman WhO will 


give us to do ſo; and can you require us 
do reſpect thoſe Wh are not in the leaſt reſpect. . 
„„ 


No, anſwered Miſs K 1 only with you 
would ceaſe your endeavours to render thoſe wo- 
men objects of contempt, who deſerve only to be 
neglected, and particularly not to teprive them 
of the very Tmall portion of regard they Are en- 
titled to, by the fallacious a ppearance of an at- 
tachment of the tendereſt kind; 8 Which in reality 
ariſes from contempt, not love. But, added ſhe, 
1 have ſaid more than 1 deſigned on the ſudject; 

1 only. meant to anſwer the queſtion you put to 
me with ſo much importunity; and muſt now 
confirm what T have already dechured; by telling 
you, that were > be inclined : 9 inane; T oiitd not, 
on any account, take an of 5 your, Lord 
' ſhip's "principles ; ; büt wers you 7 With 


all "Ti viftues that ever man poſtelled, F * 
n 
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not change erbeten hap ſituation for dis un- 
« certainties'of wedlock.” — 


When Lord Robert — all his eiten un- 
availing, he left the 2 y, and returned to Lon- 
don, where he d, by a ſeries of diverſions, to 
efface from his heart the real paſſion he had con- 
ceived for Miſs Selvyn; ſhe forbore informing Lady 
Mary Jones, thou 4 their correſpondence: was fre- 
nent, of Lord Robert's courtſhip; ſhe did net 
doubt but her ladyſhip was ſincere, when ſhe aſſured 
her, ſhe now beheld him with the indifference he 
deſerved, but thought, that to tell her ſhe had re- 
ceived ſo very different an addreſs from him, would 
bear too much the air of a triumph, a meannef 
which her heart abhorret. 
Lady Emilia and Miſs Selvyn had lived ſeyeral 
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when the former was feized with a fever. All the 
ſcill of her phyſicians proved ineffectual, and her 
diſtemper encreaſed daily. She was ſenſible of the 
danger which threatened her life, but inſiſted on 
their telling her, if they had any great hopes of her 
recovery, aſſuring them, that it was of importance 
to her, to know their opinions with the utmoft 
frankneſs. Thus urged, they confeſſed they had 
but little hopes. She then returned them thanks 
for their care, but ſtill more for their ſincerity; 
and with the greateſt compoſure took leave of them, 
deſiring to be left alone a Miſs Selvyn, who was 
in tears at her bed-fide. Every one elſe withdrew, 
when, taking Miſs Selvyn in her arms, and ſhedding 
4 a few filent tears, ſhe afterwards thus addreſfed 
er. 
--- +: Atthe moment that I muſt bid vou a don 
farewel, you will know, that you habe) a Pans 
in her whom you before thought only your friend. 
, Yes, my ceareſt ay am your mother, 
© aſhamed, 


ears in the country with great rational en joyment, 
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212 THE HISTORY Or - 
- © aſhamed of my weakneſs, and ſhocked at ny 
© guilt, while your gentle, but virtuous eyes, could 
* reproach. your unhappy parent, I could not pre- 
* vail on myſelf to diſcover this ſecret to you, but 
J cannot carry to my grave the knowledge of a 
* circumſtance which concerns you. Yes, you are 
my daughter, my child, ever moſt dear to me, 
though the evidence and continual remembrancer 
„ me” e 2 EY: . 
- - Miſs Selvyn imagined the diſtemper had now 
ſeized Lad Emilia s brain, Which it had hitherto i 
ſpared, and entreated her to compoſe herſelf, af: 
* furing her, that what ſo much agitated her decay. 
* ing frame, was only the phantom of an over- 
© heated imagination ; for her parents were well 
* known, neither was there any myſtery in her 
r e OR 
Ohl interrupted Lady Emilia, do not ſuſpect 
me of delirium ; it has pleaſed the Almighty to 
© ſpare my ſenſes throughout this ſevere diſorder, 
with a gracious deſign of allowing me even the 
© laſt moments of my life to. compleat my repent- 
ance. What I tell you is but too true, Mr. Sel- 
vyn knew it all, and like a man of honour ſaved 
me from ſhame, by concealing the fatal ſecret; 
and acted the part of a father to my Harriot, with- 
out having any ſhare in my guilt. But I ſee you 
do not yet believe me; take this, pulling a paper 
from under her pillow, herein you will find an ac- 
count of the whole unfortunate affair, written a 
year ago, leſt at the time of my death I ſhould 
not be able to relate it ; this will prove, by the 
nice connexion of every circumſtance, that the 
words therein contained are not the ſuggeſtions of 
© madneſs.” rent 12 — 
| Miſs Selvyn accordingly read as follows, 


When 
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Ms. SzLvyYN - 
When I was ſeventeen: years old, Lord Pey- 
ton aſked me of my father, but not till after he 
had ſecured my tendereſt affections. His eſtate 
was ſufficient'to content even a parent who was 
not regardleſs of fortune and ſplendor; and his 
propoſals were accepted. But while the tediouſ- 
neſs of the lawyers made us wait for the finiſhing 


my, was commanded to repair immediately to his 
regiment, then ftationed in Ireland. He endea- 
voured to prevail with my father to haſten dur 
marriage, offering every kind of ſecurity he could 
deſire, inſtead of the ſettlements fo long delayed; 
my wiſhes concurred with his, rather than. fuffer 
him to go without me into a kingdom, which 1 
imagined would not prove very amuſing to him. 
But my father, who was a very exact obſerver of 
forms, would not conſent to any expedient. No 
ſecurity appeared to him equivalent to ſettle- 
ments; and many trifling circumſtances requi- 
ſite to the ſplendor of our firſt appearance were 
not ready; which to him ſeemed almoſt as im- 
portant, as the execution of the marriage wri:- 
bad When Lord Peyton found my father inexora- 
ble, he attempted to perſuade me to agree to a 
private W z only deſiring, he ſaid, to ſe- 
cure me entirely his before he left the kingdom; 
and propoſed, that after his return, we ſhould be 
publickly married, to prevent my father's ſuf- 
pecting that we had anticipated his conſent. But 
this I rejected; diſobedience to a parent, and other 
objections, were ſufficient to make me refuſe it; 
and we ſaw ourſelves reduced to ſeparate when we 
were ſo near being united; - As Lord Peyton was 
an accepted lover, and our intended marriage was 
publickly known, and generally approved, he paſſed 
great 


of ſettlements, Lord Peyton, who was in the ar- 
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AEN TAE HIS tony or 
fęgrent part of his time with me. My father wy 
obliged to go out of town on particular buſineſs. 
< the day before that appointed far Lord Peytund 
departure. It is natural to ſuppoſe we paſſed it 
intirely together. The concern we were both 
under made us with to avoid being ſeen by others, 
and therefore I was denied to all viſitors. Lord 
Peyton dined and ſupped with me; and, by thus 
_ © appropriating the day to the ceremony of taking 
leave, we. rendered: the approaching ſeparation 
more afflicting than in zeaſon it ought to have 
been, and indeed made it a lifting affliction; 2 
grief never to be waſhed away 
Lord Peyton, left London at the àppointel 
hour, but the next day, and almaſt every ſuc- 
ceeding poſt, brought me the tendereſt expreſ- 
ſions of regret for this inforced ab fence, and the 
ſtrongeſt aſſurances of the conſtancy of his af- 
fection. Mine could not with truth be written 
ina more indifferent ſtrain, my love was the 
ſame, but my purpoſe was much altered; as ſooh 
as I had calmneſs of mind enough to reflect on 
0 what had paſſed, I reſolved never to be Lord 
* Peyton's wife. I ſaw my own. miſconduct in all 
its true colours. I defpiſed myſelf, and could 
not hope for more partial treatment from my 
huſband. A. lover might in the height of his 
paſſion excuſe my frailty, but when matrimony, 
-© and continued poſſeſſion, had reſtoted him to his 
reaſon, I was ſenſible he muſt think of me 28 
I was conſcious I deſerved. What confidence, 
« what eſteem could I hope from an huſband, who 
ſo well knew my weakneſs ! or how could I 
< ſupport being hourly expoſed to the fight of 2 
man, whoſe eyes wauld always ſeem to reproach 
me! I could ſcarcely bear to ſee myſelf 3 and” 
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6 was determinied, not-to'depend- nora; who” 
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guilt. 
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1 br enn gud — this reſp-" 
«lution,, which he combated with: every argument 
love could: :dictate.. He affured me in the moſt 
ſolemn manner of his entire eſteem, inſiſted that 


c he only 


was to blame, and that he thould: never 
„forgive J himſelf kor the üneaſmeſs he had alre 
occaſioned me zi but intraated nie not tor: 


him ſo ſeverety ab even again to give the — 


timation of a deſign 
As I reſiſtæd:my own paſſion, it may be 
« that although too late, I was: able to- 


not to confirm our marriage. 


Bis. 


I aw that a generbus man muſt act as he did, but 


no gene 


could reſtore me to the fame place 


in his eſteem I before poſſeſſed. His behaviour — 


this occaſion feed my good 
could nat reſtare my op 
could urge therefore was unavaifing; 


pn of mf voy hin, but 
All he 
the ſtronger 


my affection,” the more determined I was in my 
© purpoſe ; fince.the-more-:I valued his eſteem, the 


greater would 


had forfeited it. 


c make. He Was 


© fancy, charged me with 


ALacquainted 
a Tirdk 


my-ſuffering be, at knowing that I 


father with 
© my. reſolutions alledging the beſt excuſes I could 


with my! incon- 
neſs; and want 


e boss, bur ar at eas pacific, by my ab- 


ſuring him I would never 
had been ſorry to part with me, 


thought 


he 
of 


my continking n . _— lived, made : 
in 


6 my peace. | 
Lord Peyton's 1 
© Ireland, 


ano bil 


increaſed with his deſire of perſuading 


© me to relinquiſh a deſign ſo very grievous to my 
own heart, as well as to his; but he could — 


5 —_ leave to return into England, before I 
found 


— 
__ _ 


jan Tus His ToRY or | 
found, to my:inexpreflible terror, that the inisfor- 

© tune I ſo ſincereſꝝ lamented, would have conſe- 

2 that I little expebted. In the agony of 
mind I communicated my diſtreſs to Lord ey- 

” — the only perſon whom I. egen truſt with fo 


4. eee ent 
ſtead of condoling with-me on the ſubject of 
my affliction, he expreſſed no ſmall joy in a cir. 
© rumſtance, which he ſaid muſt reduce me to ac- 
© cept the only means of preferving my reputation; 
4 and added, that as every delay was now of ſo 
much importance, if the next packet did not bring 
him leave of abſence, he ſhould: ſet out without 
it; and rather run the hazard of being called to 
. actount. for . than of e 17805 me to 
wat eee bluſh. . IIIa: *r 
IJ confeſs his 3 charmed n me; every Jetter 
<] received increaſed my, eſteem and affe&ion for 
< him, but nothing curd alter my purpoſe. -I 
looked upon the execution of it as the only means 
< of re- inſtating myſelf in his good opinion, or my 
© ozn, in . of which even reputation 
ſeemed to loſe its value. But ſevere was the trial 
< I had to undergo upon his return into England, 
which was in à few days after his aſſurance of 
coming at any hazard. He uſed every means that 
the tendereſt affection and the niceſt honour could 
« ſuggeſt, to perſuade me to marry him; and the 
conflict in my on heart very near brought me to 
my grave; till at length, pitying the condition 
< into which I was reduced, without the leaſt ap- 
< proach to a change of purpoſe, he promiſed to 
ſpare me any farther ſolicitation, and to bury his 
« affliction in ſilence; after obtaining a promiſe from 
me, that I would ſuffer him to contrive the means 
© for concealing an event, which muſt ſoon hap- 
pen 3 


Mes SSL 27 
pen; as my unintriguing ſpirit: made me very in- 
: capable of . it with tolerable — 7 
6 ſecrec̃gn i:. rt e 4g reels oy 36: 
Lon Peyton had maintained his former friend- 
« ſhip with my father, who thought himſelf obliged 
© to him, for not reſenting my behaviour in the 
: manner he imagined it deſeryed. , When the me- 
lancholy and much dreaded time approached, 
Lord Peyton, gave me ſecret information that he 
« would invite my father into the country, on pre- 
© tence of aſſiſting him by his advice in ſome alter 
© ations he was going to make there; and aſſured 
© me of careful attendance, and the moſt ſecret 
reception from a very worthy couple, to whoſe 
© houſe he gave me a direction, if I could contrive, 
© under colour of ſome intended viſit, to leave my 
© own. Sf ITT FO db deb SEL 
All was executed as he had planned it; and 
© when my ſervants thought I was gone to viſit a 
© relation ſome miles diſtant from London, I went 
© as directed, and was received with the greateſt 
humanity imaginable by Mr, and Mrs. Selvyn; 
not at their own houſe, but at one taken for that 
© purpoſe, where the affair might be more ſecretly 
managed. Lord Peyton had concealed my name 
* even from them, and ſecured their care of me 
under a borrowed appellation. _. . 1 7 
The day after I got to them I was delivered of 
* you, my deareſt child, whom I beheld with hor- 
* ror as well as "affliction, confidering you as the 
* melancholy memorial of and partner in my ſhame. 
Mr. and Mrs. Selvyn attended me with the 
© greateſt care, and were never both abſent at a 
* timez they acquainted Lord Peyton with the 
* ſtate of my health by every poſt ; and I was en- 
* abled, by the neceſſity of the caſe, to write to my 


e 
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of my departure from my own, houſe 1 returned | | 


to it again; after deliverin dear.Har 

the b EY, 

<i#reat her 7 their own child. 

of à cold, conſned m nk ell WAS erfe 

* recovered. 5! 1 1705 1 * 
„ Lord Pey wn derained! m Ae kill he Heard 

089 entir ey went witk im 

* tence to oe Nis ede daughter, over whom belle 


rriot into 


4 many tears, as Mr. Selvyn afterwards 2 — 
me; — 5 it that it was a conſtant memorial of 
© the great 


misfortune of his life, "and could never 
8 ade him a jeaſure that was Hot got mingled with 

Mrs. Seleyn had Jain 4 in aa fix weeks before 

went to Her, the child fhe*brou into the 
< world lived bit a few months; upon its death, 
© at Lord Peyton's deſire, they took you from 
© rrurſe, and pretending” 
buried their child, who was likewiſe nurſed 
abroad. Mr. Schvyn was a merchant, but had 
never been ſucceſsful ; his wife died when ou 
© were about three years old. Having no children 
to provide for, and not being fond” of trade, he 
© was.defirous of retiring into the country. Lord 
-© Peyton, to facilitate the gratification of his wiſh, 
mM cured him a fmall ine cure; gave into his poſ- 
& ſeſfion three thouſand pounds, which he ſecured 
to you, and allowed Fm an hundred a year for 
© the trouble of your education, with an unlimited 
1 commiffion to call on him for any ſums he Thould, 
want. 


-'6 Phe conſtant fenſe of my gullt, the cn ual 


0 ' regret at having by my own ill 82 forfeited 


2 * ths 


good people; who" prorfifed to | 
Under pretence 


you their own, privately 


— 


7 ' : 


« ton's. proved that his wife might reaſonably ex- 
c pect, faxed a degree of melancholy on my mind, 
© which no time has been able to conquer. I lived 
with my father till his death, and at his deceaſe, 
« I found myſelf miſtreſs of a large fortune, which 
enabled me to ſupport the rank I had always en- 


« ciently for Mr. Selvyn's and your convenience, 
« yet I conſtantly ſent him a yearly preſent ; till no 
0 looked able to deny myſelf the pleafure - of. ſeeing 

amy dear child, I prevailed on him to remove to 

London, and to fix in the ſame ſtreet with me, 

taking care to ſupply all that was requiſite to 

© enable him to appear there genteelly. You 
know with what ſhew of accident I firſt cul- 

« tivated a friendſhip with you, but you can- 


£ the tenderneſs of a mother under the ceremonies of 
an acquaintance. „ Fs 
Of late I have enjoyed a. more eaſy ſtate of 
mind: I have ſometimes been inclined to flatter 
« myſelf, that your uncommon merit, and the great 
comfort I have received in your : ſociety, are 
ſigns that Heaven has forgiven my offence, and 
* accepted my long and ſincere penitence | as 


* an atonement for my crime; in which bleſſed - 


hope I ſhall, I truſt, meet death without. terror, 
and whenever I am called hence, reſign, in full 
* confidence, my dear daughter into the hands of 
that Power,” whoſe mercy is over all his works. 
* I ought to add a few words about your dear 
father, who ſeemed to think my extreme regular 
conduct, and the puniſhment I had inflicted 
* on myſelf, ſuch an extenuation of my weakneſs, 
* that he ever behaved to me with the tendereſt 
| reſpect, 


e the happineſs, which every action of Lord Pey- - 


« joyed. Though Lord Peyton had provided fuffi- 


not imagine, with how much difficulty I concealed 
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© reſpect, I might almoſt ſay reverence, and till his 
death gave me every proof of the pureſt and the 
* ſtrongeſt friendſhip. By conſent we avdided each 


* 
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others preſence for three years, by vhich time we 
hoped the violence of our mutual paſſion would 
be abated. He ſpent the greateſt part of it abroad; 


and at the end of that period we; met with the 
ſincerer joy, from finding we were not deceived in | 
our hopes. Our attachment was ſettled into the 


tendereſt friendſhip; we forbore even the men- 


o ©. 
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tion of your name, as it muſt have reminded us of 


our crime; and if lord Peyton wanted to commu- 
nicate any thing concerning you, he did it by let: 


ter; avoiding, with the extremeſt delicacy, ever to 
take notice, that any ſuch letters had paſſed be- 


tween us; and even in them he conſulted about 
his child, in the ſtile of a man who was writing 
to a perſon that had no other connexion with it 
than what her friendſhip for him muſt naturally 
occaſion, in a point where he was intereſted by the 


tendereſt ties of the moſt extreme paternal love. 


I have often with pleaſure heard you mention 
his great fondneſs for you in your childhood, when 


he viſited at your father's; your growing years | 
encreaſed it, though it -obliged him to ſuppreſs 


the appearance of an affection which you would 
have thought improper. I need not tell you, that 
I had the misfortune to Joſe this worthieſt of 


friends, about half a year before you came to 
London, which determined .me to, ſend for you, | 


that I might receive all the conſolation the world 
could give me, and ſee the inheritor of her dear 
father's virtues. While he lived I dared not have 
taken the ſame ſtep; your preſence would have 
been too, painful a teſtimony againſt me, and 
continually reminded my lord of a wn 


—"_ 


nich I hope time had almoſt effaced from his re- 
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membrance. 


Miſs Selvyn was extremely affected with the 
peruſal of this paper; ſhe was frequently inter- 


rupted by her tears; grieved to the heart to think 


of how much uneaſineſs ſhe had been the cauſe; 
As ſoon as ſhe had còneluded it, ſhe threw herſelf 
on her knees at Lady Emilia's bed- ſide, and taking 
one of her hands, which ſhe bathed with her 
tears, © Is it poſſible then, ſaid ſhe, that I have 
thus long been ignorant of the beſt of parents? 
And mult I loſe you when fo lately found? Oh 
my dear mother, how much pleaſure have I loſt 
by not knowing that I might call you by that 
« endearing name! What an example of virtue 
have you ſet me! How noble: your refolution ! 
How uniform and conſtant your penitence! Bleſt 
you muſt be ſupremely by him who loveth the 
© contrite heart; and you and my father, I doubt 
not, will enjoy eternal felicity together, united 
never more to part. Oh! may your afflifted 
daughter be received into the ſame place, and 
« partake of your _—_— may ſhe behold your 
© piety rewarded, ahd admire in you the. bleſſed 
* fruits of timely repentance; a repentance ſo im- 
« mediately ſucceeding the offence, that your 
* ſoul could not have received the black im- 
« preſſion ?? Wo LE 

Can you, who have never erred, ſaid Lady 
Emilia, ſee my offence in ſo fair alight? What may 
© I not then hope from infinite mercy? I do hope; 
it would be criminal to doubt, when ſuch conſo- 
© latory promiſes appear in almoſt every page of 
* holy writ. With pleaſure I go — am call- 
ed, for J leave my child ſafe in the Divine Pro- 
* tection, and her awn virtue; J leave her, J hope, 


to a happy life, and a far more happy death; 


L 2 . © © when 
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2 Tux HIS TorY'or 
< when joys immortal will bleſs her through all 
< eternity. I have now my love diſcharged the 
burden from my mind; not many hours of life 
remain, let me not paſs them in careſſing my 
* dear daughter, which, though moſt pleaſing to my 
fond heart, can end only in making me repret the 
< Joſs of a world which will ſoon paſs from my 
+ ſight. Let me ſpend this hour, as I hope to do 
< thoſe that will ſucceed it through all eternity, 
< Join with me in prayers to, and praiſes of him, 
in whom conſiſts our laſting happineſs.” - 
+ Miſs Selvyn ſent for the Miniſter of the pariſh, 
at Lady Emilia's deſire, and the remainder. of her 
life paſſed in religious exerciſes, She expired with- 
out a groan, in the midſt of a fervent prayer, as 
if her ſoul was impatient to take its flight into the 
preſence of him, whom ſhe was addreſſing with fo 
much ardour. | 22520] | 
Miſs Selvyn's aflition was at firſt extreme, but 
- when ſhe reflected on her mother's well-ſpent life, 
and moſt happy death, it much abated the exceſs. 
of her grief. By that lady's will, ſhe found herſelf 
heir to twelve thouſand pounds, and all her per- 
ſonal eſtate. She had been charmed with the ac- 
count Lady Mary Jones had ſent her of this ſo- 
ciety, and wiſhing to increaſe her acquaintance with 
that lady, offered, if proper, to make her a ſhort 
viſit, as ſoon as her neceſſary affairs were ſettled. 
This met with the moſt welcome reception, and 
ſhe came hither as a viſitor. Her ſtay was grady- 
ally prolonged for near two months; when having 
reaſon, from the great regard ſhewn her, to think 
the ſhould be no diſagreeable addition, ſhe aſked 
leave to join her fortune to the common ſtock; and 
to fix entirely with them. Nothing could be more 
agreeable to the other three ladies than this offer, 


and with extreme ſatisfaction ſhe ſettled here. 5 


14 men, which gave you ſo much plea 
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Upon this increaſe of income it was that my friends 
eſtabliſned the community of roy -jang gentlewo- 
ure. 3 

Lamont was much ſtruck with the conduct of 
Lady Emilia; ſhe had ſhewn, he ſaid, a degree of 


delicacy and prudence, which exceeded what he 


had a notion of; he never met with a woman who 
foreſaw the little chance ſhe had for happineſs, in- 
marrying a man who could have no inducement to. 
make her his wife, but a nice, often a too nice, 
ſenſe of honour ; and who certainly could have no 
great opinion of her virtue. The folly of both: 
men and women in theſe late unions was the ſub— 


ject of our converſation till we ſeparated.. 


In the afternoon the ladies aſked us to accompany: 
them to the houſe they had juſt taken for the new: _ 
community, to which they were obliged to go that 
day, as they had ſet ſ-veral perſons to work there. 
They keep a poſt-coach and poſt-chaiſe, which, 
with the help of ours, were ſufficient to accommoe=— 
date us all. A ſhort time brought us to the houſe,. 


a very old, and formerly a very fine manſion, but. 
now much fallen to decay. The outſide is greatly 


out of repair, but the building ſeems ſtrong. The 
inſide is in a manner totally unfurniſhed; for though 
it is not empty, yet the rats and mice have made 
ſuch conſiderable depredations on what time had 
before reduced to a very tattered condition, that the 
melancholy remains can be reckoned little better 
than lumber, * poi att. | 
The laſt inhabitant of this houſe we were in- 


formed was an old miſer, whoſe paſſion for accu- 


mulating wealth, reduced him into almoſt as un- 
fortunate a ſtate as Midas, who, according to the 


fable, having obtained the long deſired power of 


turning every thing he touched to gold, was ſtarv- 
ed by the immediate tranſmutation of all food into 
L 3 that. 
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late poſſeſſor of the houfe I am ſpeaking of, when 
he was about fifty years old, turned away every 

fervant but an old woman, who, if the was not 
honeſt, . was at leaſt too weak to be able to put 
any diſhoneſty in practice. When he was about 
threeſcore ſhe died, and he never could venture 
to let, any one ſupply her place. He fortified every 
door and window with ſuch bars of iron, that his 
houſe might have reſiſted the forcible attack of a 
whole army. Night and day growled before his 
inhoſpitable door a furious Dutch maſtiff, whoſe 
natural ferocity was ſo increaſed by continual 
hunger, for his maſter fed him moſt ſparingly, 
that no ftranger could have entered the yard with 


—_— 

very time this churliſh beaft barked, the old 
gentleman, with. terror and diſmay in hig counte- 
nance, and quaking limbs, ran to the only win- 
dow he ever ventured to unbar, to ſee what dan- 

r threatened him ; nor could the fight of a bare- 

t child, or a decrepid old woman, immediately 
diſpel his fears. As timorous as Falſtaff, his ima- 
gination firſt multiplied, and then cloathed them 
in buckram; and his panic ceaſed not till they 
were out of view. 

This wretched man, upon the death of his only 
fervant, agreed with an old woman to buy food 
for him, and bring it to the well-defended door of 
his yard ; where informing him of her arrival, by a 
ſignal agreed upon between them, he ventured out 
of his houſe to receive it from her; and drefled it 
himſelf ; till worn out by anxiety of mind he grew 
too weak to perform that office, and ordered the 
woman to bring it ready prepared; this continued 
for a little time, till at laſt he 6 


— 
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his gate. After the old woman had knocked thres © © Wl 


days.in vain, the neighbourhood began to think it 
neceſſary to take ſome meaſures: thereupon 3+ but 
not chuſtng to rum the hazard of breaking open the 
houſe, they ſent to the old — nephew, 
whoſe father had been ſu to languiſh in ex- 
treme poverty many years before his death; nor 
z was the ſon in — better condition; but ne had 
acquainted ſome of the neighbours with che place 
of his abode, in hopes of the event nnn, 
duced them to ſend for him. | 

As ſoon as he arrived, he prepared to fates his 
way into the houſe, but it was found ſo impracti- 
cable, that at length they were obliged to untile 
part of the roof, from whence a perſon deſcended, 
and opened the 'door to thoſe who did not chuſe ſo 
dangerous an nn. as nt through which he 
had paſſed. 

They found the 8 dead on a great cheſt 

which contained his money, as if he had been de- 

ſirous to take poſſeſſion even in death. 

His nephew was juſt of age, and having till then 
deen expoſed: to all the evils of poverty, was al- 
_ diftraed with joy at the ſudden acquiſition of 

a large fortune. ſcarcely could be prevailed 
with to ſtay long enough in this houſe to pay the 
laſt dutics to an uncle, who had no right to any 
thing more from him than juſt the decent ceremo- 
nies ; and without giving himſelf time to look over 
his eſtate, haſtened to London. 

He hired a magnificent houſe in Groveſnor- 
Square; beſpoke the moſt elegant equipages ; 
— ght the — ſet of horſes he could hear of, 
at double their real value; and launched into every 
expence the town afforded him. He ſoon became 
one of the n conſtant frequenters of White's ; 


L 4 kept 


deeper, and betting with more ſpirit, than any 


— 
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kept ſeveral running horſes; diſtinguiſhed himfelf 


at Newmarket, and had the honour of playing 


dodther young man of his age. There Was not an 
occurrence in his life about which he had not ſome 
wager depending. The wind could not change, 
or a ſhower fall, without his either loſing or gain- 
ing by it. He had not a dog or cat in his houſe on Mi 
whoſe life he had not bought or ſold an annuity. if 
By theſe ingenious methods, in one year was circu- 
lated through the kingdom the ready money which 
his uncle had been half his life ſtarving himſelf and 
family to accumulate The ſecond year obliged - 
him to mortgage great part of his land, and the 
third ſaw him reduced to ſell a conſiderable portion 
of his eſtate, of which this houſe, and the land be- 
longing to it, made a part. * HET | 
1 could not help obſerving the various fate of 
this manſion ; originally the ſeat of ancient hoſpi- 
tality; then falling into the hands of a miſer, who 
had not ſpirit to enjoy it, nor ſenſe enough to ſee, 
that he was impairing ſo valuable a part of his poſ- 
ſeſſions, by grudging the neceſſary expences of re- 
pairs; from him devolving to a young coxcomb, 
who by negle& let it ſink into ruin, and was 
ipending in extravagance, what he inherited from 
avarice; as if one vice were to pay the debt to 
ſociety which the other had incurred; and now 
urchaſed to be the ſeat of charity and benevolence. 
. directly were we led to admire the ſuperior 
fenſe, as well as tranſcendent virtue of theſe ladies, 
when we compared the uſe they make of money, 
with that to which the two late poſſeſſors had ap- 
propriated it! while we were in doubt which 
| ae to blame, he who had heaped it up without 
comfort, in ſordid inhumanity ; or he who ſquan- 
dered it in the gratification of gayer vices. Equally 
: 4 ſtrangers 
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ſtrangers to beneficence, ſelf- indulgenee was theit | 


fole view ; alike criminal, ray e equally un- 
faſhionable, one endeavoured to ſtarve, the other ta 
corrupt mankind ; while the new owners of this 
kouſe have no other view, than to convenience, 
and to reform all who come within. their influence, 
themſelves enjoying, in a ſupreme degree, the hap- 
pineſs they diſperſe around them. ot 
It was pleaſing to fee numbers at work to repair 
the building, . cultivate the garden, and to ob- 
ſerve, that at length from this inhofpitable manſion, 
« Health to himſelf, and to his children bread, the 
« labourer bears.” Within it were all the biggeſt 
ſchool-girls, with one of their miſtreſſes to direct 
them in mending ſuch furniture as were not quite 
deſtroyed; and I was pleaſed to ſee with how much 
art they repaired the decays of time, in things 
which well deſerved better care, having once been 
the richeſt part of the furniture belonging to the 
opulent poſſeſſors. | 21 
In our way home we called at a clergyman's 
houſe, which was 'placed in the fineſt ſituation 
imaginable, and where we beheld that profuſion 
of comforts,. which ſenſe and ceconomy will ena- 
ble the poſſeſſors of narrow fortunes to enjoy. 
This gentleman» and. his wife have but a ſmalt 
living, and ftill leſs paternal eſtate ; but the neat- 
neſs, prettineſs, and convenience of their habita- 
tion, were enough to put one out of humour with 
riches,, and I ſhould: certainly have breathed forth 
Agar's prayer with great ardour, if I had not been 
{topped in the beginning, by conſidering how great 
2 bleſſing wealth may be when properly employed, 
of which I had then ſuch hourly proof. £ 
At our return to Millenium-Hall we found 
ſome of the neighbouring ſociety, who were come 


to ſhare the evening's concert, and ſup with us. 
L 5 But 
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But at ten o'clock they departed ;' which. I under- 
ſtood was ſomewhat later than uſual, but they con- 
formed to the alteration of hours our arrival had 
occaſioned. +» OE ts 

The next day being very hot, we were aſked to 
breakfaſt in a delightful arbour in the Flower-gar- 
den. The morning dew, which ftill refreſhed the 
flowers, increaſed their fragrance to as great an 
© exceſs of ſweetneſs as the ſenſes could ſupport. 
Till I went to this houſe, I knew not half the 
charms of the country. Few people have the art 
of making the moſt of nature's bounty; theſe la- 
dies are epicures in rural pleaſures, enjoy them 
In the utmoſt exceſs to which they can be carried. 
All that romance ever repreſented in the plains of 
Arcadia, are much inferior to the charms of Mille- 
nium-Hall, except the want of ſhepherds be judg- 


ed a deficiency, that nothing elſe can compenſate ; 


there indeed they- fall ſhort of what roman- 
tic writers repreſent, and have formed. a female 
Arcadia. 8 8 
After breakfaſt all the ladies left us except Mrs. 
Maynard. We were ſo charmed with the ſpot we 
were in, that we agreed to remain there, and 1 
called on my couſin to continue the tafk ſhe had 
undertaken; which fhe did in the following 
manner. D 6 


Mrs. 


- 


TRENTHA M. 


S. Trentham never knew the blefling of a 

mother's care, her's died the ſame month 
which gave her daughter birth; and Mr. FTrent- 
ham ſurvived his wife but eight years. He left his 
little girl eleven thouſand pounds, recommending 
both her perſon and fortune to his mother Mrs. 


Alworth. 


Mrs. Alworth was an old: lady of good ſenſe and 


merit, She had felt the moſt melancholy, but not 
unuſual effect of long life, having outlived all her 
children. This misfortune ſhe alleviated in the 
beſt manner ſhe was 1 by receiving her grand- 
children into her family. Her ſon by her ſecond 
huſband left behind Win: a boy and a girl, the for- 
mer at the time I ſpeak of, about eleven years old, 
the latter ten. Her daughter had married Mr. 
Denham, and at her death Jeft two girls. Mr. 
Denham AE into wedlock a ſecond time, 


L' 6 1 | Youu 


* he would have choſen to. anticipate.. 
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very willingly complied with Mrs. Alworth's defire 
5 


of havin two daughters. The eldeſt of theſe 


was twelve years old, the * yy" eleven. 
_ Theſe children had lived wi 
years, when ſhe took home Harriot Trentham. 


As their grandmothen was rich, there had been 


a ſtrong contention among them for her favour, 
and they could not without great diſguſt ſee an- 
other rivat brought to the houſe. © Harriot was ex- 
_ tremely Handſome and engaging: © The natural 
ſweetneſs of her temper rendered her complying 
and obſervant ; but having been bred under the 
care of a ſenſible and 3 father, ſhe had 
never been taught the little arts of behaviour, 


which mothers too commonly inculcate with fo 


much care, that children are as void of ſunplicity 
at eight, as at eight and twenty years ald. The 
frſt thing a girl is taught is to hide her ſentiments, 
to contradict the thoughts of her heart, and tell 


all the civil lies which cuſtom has ſanctified, with 
as much affectation and conceit as her mother; and 


when ſhe has acquired all the folly and impertinence 
of. a riper age, and apes the woman more un- 


gracefully than a monkey does a fine gentleman, 


the parents congratulate themſelves with the ex- 
tremeſt complacency, on the charming education 
they have given their daughter. GE a 

 Harriot had. been taught no. ſuch leſſons. Her 
Father had a ſtrong dillike to. prematurity, and 


feared that communication with. the world would 


too ſoon. teach her art and diſguiſe, the laſt things 


By teaching her humanity, he initiated her into 
' civility of manners. She had learnt, that to give 
pain was immoral ; and could no more have borne 


to have ſhocked any perſon's mind, than te have 


racked his body. Any thought therefore that 


* 


the old lady ſome 


could. 
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eould hurt ſhe ſuppreſſed as an indiſpenſable duty, 
and to pleaſe by her actions, and not offend by her 
words, was an eflential part of the religion in 
which ſh@ was educated: but in every thing, 
whereby no one could ſuffer, ſhe was innocence 
and ſimplicity itſelf ; and in her nature ſhone pure 
and uncorrupted, either by natural or acquired. 

vices. zh OI rattan 

Mrs. Alworth, though fond of all her grand- 
children, could not conquer a degree of partiality 
for Harriot, whoſe attractions both perſonal and 
mental, were very ſuperior to thoſe of her couſins. 
Her beauty ſecured her the particular attention of 
all ſtrangers, ſhe gained their favour at firſt ſight, 
and ſecured it by her amiable diſpoſition. when they 
became more acquainted with her.. 

Envy is one of the firſt paſſions that appears in: 
the human mind. Had Miſs Alworth. and Mis. 
Denham been much younger, Harriot: would not 
have paſſed unenvied. Every day - increaſed their 
diſlike to her, as ſhe grew daily more beloved by 
ethers,. and they let no opportunity eſcape-of mak- 
ing her feel. the effects of their little malice. - Their 
hatred to her produced an union among themſelves; 
for the firſt time they found ſomething in which they 
all agreed. They were. continually laying little 
plots to leſſen her in their grandmother's opinion; 
trequent were the accuſations againſt her, but her 
innocence always triumphed, though it never dif-+ 
couraged them from repeating. the ſame unſucceſs- 
ful attempts. Mrs. Alworth. was extremely fond 
of them all, but yet ſhe ſaw through their malice, 
and their behaviour only ſerved to endear Harriot 
the more, who defended herſelf without anger, and 
retained no rancour in her mind. Free from re- 
tentment or ſuſpicion, ſhe was ever open to their 
arts, and experience did not teach her to be on her 

: guard 
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guard againſt them, which often occaſtoned' theip 


mind, had ſhe not found a defender in Maſter Al- 
worth, who alone of all her couſins was free from 
_ envy. He was naturally of an honeſt and ſweet 
_ diſpoſition, and being fond of Harriot, for beauty 


has charms for all ages, felt great indignation at the 


treatment ſhe received, and would often expreſs a 
reſentment from which ſhe was wholly free. 
Mrs. Alworth's great fondneſs for her grandſon, 
and ſtrong prejudices againſt ſchools, from a belief 
that boys acquire there more vice than learning, 
had determined her on a private education. She 
therefore provided a tutor for him before he was 
ſeven years old; a man of learning and ſenſe, with 
2 great deal of religion and good humour, and who 
was very attentive to the employment for which he 
had been choſen. 5 
Maſter Alworth, by being thus kept at home, had 
frequent opportunities of obſerving the malice of 
his ſiſter and Miſs Denham againſt Harriot, and 
never failed expoſing their practices to his grand- 
mother, who from thence learnt to ſuſpect their 
reports about things which paſſed in his abſence, 
and conſequently could not be cleared up by him. 


His fondneſs for Harriot ſoon made him beloved by 


her, and as ſhe found little pleaſure in the ſociety 
of her other couſins, ſhe ſought his company, but 
as he was much engaged by his ſtudies, ſhe ſeldom 
found him at leifure to play. The tutor greatly 
delighted with her, tried to awaken in her mind a 


defire of improvement, and found it an eaſy taſk; 


ſhe was inclined to learn, and capable of doing it 
with great quickneſs. Mrs. Alworth readily en- 
tered into the good man's views, and was pleaſed 


with the eagerneſs of Harriot's application. Maſter 
Alworth 


having appearances on their fide, and might have. 
raiſed prejudices againſt her in Mrs. Alworth's 


** 
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Alworth was far enough advanced in learning to 
aſſiſt his favourite, and from him ſhe received in- 
ſtruction with double pleaſure, and more eaſily com- 
prehended his explanations than thoſe of their tu- 
tor, who found it difficult to diveſt himſelf ſuffici- 
ently of ſcientific terms, which greatly retard the 
increaſe of knowledge in a youthful mind. 


Thus beloved by her grandmother and Mr.- 


Alworth, and hated and traduced by her female 
couſins, Harriot lived till ſhe was ſixteen. Years 
had ſtill improved her. perſon, and ſhe had made 
conſiderable progreſs in learning, When Mrs. Al- 
worth judged it proper that her grandſon ſhould go 
abroad, to compleat an education which ſhe flat- 
tered herſelf was hitherto faultleſs. He had no ob- 
jection to the ſcheme but what aroſe from his un- 
willingneſs to leave Harriot, who ſaw his departure 
approach with great concern. She loved and re- 
ſpected her grandmother, but Mr. Alworth was 
the only perſon. whom ſhe could look upon in the 
tender and equal light of a friend, To be de- 
prived of his ſociety was lofing the chief pleaſure 
of her life, and the beſt guardian againſt her ene- 
mies. 5 


Mrs. Alworth was pleaſed with the affection 


which ſo evidently appeared between theſe two 


young people, hoping to ſee an happy union ariſe 
from it. Their fortunes and ages were properly 
ſuited, and a love which had taken root in child- 
hood, and grown with their encreaſing years, ſeem- 
ed to promiſe a laſting harmony, of which the ſweet- 
neſs of their diſpoſitions — be no bad ſecurity. 
Theſe pleaſing ideas amuſed this worthy woman, 
but the two friends themſelves had not extended 


their views ſo far. Bred up like brother and ſiſter, 


a tenderer degree of relation had not entered their 
thoughts, 
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- thou hts, nor did any thing more a r nece 
- to or happineſs, than = corn, EE, 
each others friendſhip.  _ | 
In this diſpoſition they parted when Mr. Alworth 
went abroad. His tutor thinking himſelf not pro- 
perly qualified to conduct him in his travels, recom- 
mended another gentleman ; and Mr. Alworth, at 
Harriot's requeſt, prevailed with their grandmother 
to detain his old tutor till Harriot's education was 
Mr. Alworth continued abroad two years, during 
vhich time Harriot had applied with ſuch unweariec 
diligence, that ſhe was perfect miſtreſs of the living 
Ianguages, and no leſs acquainted with Greek and: 
Latin. She was well inſtructed in the ancient and 
modern philoſophy, and in almoſt every branch of 
learning. „ : 
Mr. Alworth. found his couſin not alone im- 
proved in underſtanding, her beauty was juſt then 
in its perfection, and it was ſcarcely poflible to 
conceive any thing handſomer. She had great ele- 
gance of manner, a point wherein her grandmo- 
ther excelled, and was as far removed from conceit 
as from ignorance. Her fituation was much mend- 
ed by the marriage of the eldeft Miſs Denham; 
and Miſs Alworth waited only for her brother's ar- 
rival and approbation, to enter into the ſame ftate. 
The gentleman, to whom ſhe was going to be 
married, had fiſt made his addrefles to Harriot; 
but, as well as ſeveral others, was refuſed by her- 
She was not inclined to change her ſituation, . or 
this gentleman's fortune, perſon, and character 
were unexceptionable; however, one circumſtance, 
without any other objection, would have been ſuffi- 
cient to have rendered his ſuit unſucceſsful; ſhe 
perceived that Miſs Alworth was in love arg 
Mz 


Mrs. TRENT HAM. * 


him, and though ſhe had little reaſon to have much 
regard for . of > potion good nature made her anxious 
for 2 0 « ppMow which the faw ep 
' ly roo 
4 She therefore, while me diſcouraged his addreſics; 
took every means of recommending: Miſs Alworth, 
whoſe treatment of her ſhe believed rather pro- 
ceeded from compliance with Miſs Denham's _ 
from ill temper. © 
This gave her hopes that ſhe might abe a 

wife to Mr. Parnel, the object of her affections, | 
He ſoon' perceived, that Miſs Alworth did not be- 
hold him with indifference; but as he was much 
captivated by Harriot's charms, it at firſt had no 
other effect, than — im to indulge in com- 
plaints of her cruelty to Miſs Alworth, who liſten- 
ed with compaſſion. Harriot often repreſented to 
him how little he onght to wiſh for her conſent to 
marry him, which he fo ſtrongly ſolicited; for 
ſhould ſhe grant it, he would be miſerable with a 
wife who did not love him. She told him, that 
were he indifferent, her being ſo might do very 
well, and they live 'on together in that eternal 
ennui, which muſt ever ſubſiſt between a married 
couple who have no affection for each other, and 
while natural good temper and prudence enabled 
them to dream away a dull life in peace and dead 
inſenſibility, the world might call them happy; 
but that 1 he really loved her, her indifference 
* would render him more wretched than the moſt 
* blameable conduct.“ She would then repreſent the 
advantages of marrying a woman whoſe ſole affec- 
tions he poſſeſſed, though at firſt he felt for her only 
eſteem and gratitude, and adviſed hint by all means 
to ſeek for one whoſe heart was in that ſituation, 
which he was well qualified to find. —© 

| | Though 
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Though Harriot forbore to mentien Miſs Al- 
worth's name, Mr. Parnel well underſtood to 
whom ſhe alluded, but found it diſicult to take her 
advice. At length, however, deprived of all hope 
of obtaining the woman he loved, and moved to 
compaſhon by the vifible unhappineſs of one who 
loved him, he began to liſten; to it, and frankly 
ſhe had ſaid. She was not ſorry to throw off all 
keſtraint, as it gave her the power of ſpeaking more 
to the purpoſe ; and at length brought him to ſay, 
that he ſhould not be unwilling to marry her. Har- 
riot feared leſt the belief of Mr. Parnel's ſtill retain- 
ing an affection for her might render Miſs Alworth 
uneaſy, and therefore adviſed him gradually to ſlack- 
en his addreſſes to her, and at the ſame time to in- 
ereaſe in proportion his attentions for Miſs Alworth, 
that he might appear to prefer her, ſince a ſymnptom 
of inconſtancy ſhe knew would not ſo much affect 
her as any ſign of indifference, and Harriot's ge- 
. _— ſo far exceeded her vanity, that ſhe very 
ſincerely defired to be thought neglected, rather 
than give any alloy to the happineſs of her couſin. 
There was the more colour for this ſuppoſition, 
as Mr. Parnel had never been publicly diſcarded by 
her, ſince, for the completion of her views, ſhe had 
found it neceſſary to preſerve his acquaintance. 
Miſs Alworth was happy beyond expreſſion when 
ſhe found herſelf the object of Mr. Parnel's ad- 
dreſſes, Her wiſhes fo far blinded her, that ſhe 
really believed Harriot was neglected for her, but 
yet knew ſhe had long been Pam at. ſerye 
her, and was obliged to her for ſome inſtructions 
how to behave fo to Mr. Parnel as to ſecure his eſ- 


As her brother was then ſoon expected over, Mrs. 
| ; Alworth 
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Alworth thought, that to wait for kis approbation 
was but a proper compliment. 
Mr. Alworth was not at all inelined to object to 
fo good a match, eſpecially as it was much deſtred 
by his ſiſter, and the marriage was celebrated ſoon 
after his return. This ceremony did not ſo e | 
his attention, as to render him leſs ſenſible of the 
pleaſure of renewing his friendſhip with Harriot, 
who received him with the fincereſt joy. He found 
her greatly improved, and every hour paſſed agree- 
ably that was ſpent in her company. They were 
continually together, and never happy but when 
they were ſo. Every one talked of their mutual 
paſſion, and they were ſo often told of it, that they 
began to fancy it was true, but were ſurpriſed to 
find that name ſhould be given to an affection calm 
and rational as theirs, totally free from that turbu- 
lency and wildneſs, which had always appeared to 
them the true characteriſties of love. They were 
ſenſible, however, that nothing was ſo dear to them 
as each other, they were always ſorry to part, un- 
eaſy aſunder, and rejoiced to meet; a walk was 
doubly pleaſing when they both ſhared it; a book 
became more entertaining if they read together ; 
every thing was inſipid that they did not mutually 
enjoy. When they conſidered theſe ſymptoms, 
they were inclined to think the general opinion 
was juſt, and that their affection, being free from 
paſſion, proceeded from ſome peculiarity of tems 
per.. \ 

Mrs. Alworth thought ſhe ſhould give them great 
ſatisfaction in 1 a ſpeedy marriage, and 
rejoiced to ſee the firſt wiſn of her heart, which had 
been, for their union, ſo nearly compleated. The... 
old lady's propoſal made them a little thoughtful ; 
they ſaw no very good reaſon for their marrying z 
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they enjoyed each others ſociety alread 5 and | did | 


not wiſh for any more intimate tie. But neither 


knew how to refuſe, ſince the other might take it 
as an affront, and they would not for the world 


have had the ſincerity and tenderneſs of their af- 
fection brought into doubt. Beſides, they began to 
think, that as their love was ſo generally looked 


upon as certain, it might become difficult to con- 


tinue the ſame degree of intimacy without expoſing 
themſelves to cenſure. This thought was ſufficient 
to determine. them to marry; and their. entire af- 
tection for, and confidence in each other, convinced. 
them they ran no hazard in this ſtep ; and that they 


could not fail of being happy as man and wife, who 


had ſo long enjoyed great felicity in the moſt inti- 
mate friendſhip. 5 | 

In confequence of this reſolution, lawyers were 
employed to draw up ſettlements, and every thing 
requiſite for a proper appearance on their marriage 
was ordered ; but they were ſo very patient on the 
ſubject, that the preparations went on ſlowly. Some 
who hoped to have their diligence quickened, in a 
manner uſual on ſuch occaſions, affected delays, 


but were ſurpriſed to find that no complaint en- 


ſued. They grew {till more dilatory, but the only 
conſequence that aroſe from it was a decent ſolici- 
tation to diſpatch, without any of thoſe more effec- 
' tual means being uſed, which impatient love or 
greedy avarice ſuggeſt. 148885 

Theſe young people were perfectly happy and 
contented, and therefore waited with compoſure 
for the concluſion of preparations, which, however 
ſlowly, did proceed. The old lady indeed was leſs 
patient, but a grandmother's ſolicitations have no 
very powerful! effect on lawyers ; therefore her's 
availed little. "74 Me, 
| | During 
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During theſe delays Mrs. Tonſton, formerly the ä 


eldeſt Miſs Denham, having been extremely ill, was 


ſent to Buxton for the recovery of her health. A 


this place was but a day's journey from Mrs. Al- 
worth's houſe, ſhe expreſſed a deſirè to ſee her grand- 
daughter, and Mr. Alworth and Harriot, as well 
as Mils Denham, very readily accompanied her 
thither. 5 EIB yi TATA 
The accommodations at Buxton allow very lit- 
tle ſecluſion. and as Mrs. Tonſton was ſufficiently 
recovered to conform to the cuſtoms of the place, 
they joined in the general ſociety The firſt day at 
dinner Mr. Alworth's attention was much engroſſed 
by Miſs Melman, a very pretty woman. She 
was far from a perfect beauty, but her countenance 
expreſſed an engaging vivacity and great good hu- 
mour, though a wandering unfixed look indicated 


_ a light and unſteady mind. Her perſon was little, 


but elegant ; there was a ſprightlineſs in hey whole 
figure, which was very attractive; her converſation 
was ſuitable to it, ſhe had great life and ſpirit, all 
the common routine of diſcourſe, and a faſhion- 


able readineſs to ſkim lightly over all ſubjects. Her 


underſtanding was ſufficiently circumſcribed ; but 
what ſhe wanted in real ſenſe ſhe made up in viva- 


city, no unſucceſsful ſubſtitute in general eſtima- 


tion. I | 

This young lady was almoſt a new character to 
Mr. Alworth. He had lived conſtantly at his 
grandmother's till he went abroad, and as ſoon as 
he returned into the kingdom he went thither ; 
from which, as it was the middle of ſummer, and 
conſequently Londen had no temptations, he had 
never ſtirred. He therefore had been little uſed to 
any woman but his ſober and ſenſible grandmother, 
two couſins who were pretty enough, but had no 
great charms of underſtanding ; a filter rather ga 
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d che incomparable Harriot, whoſe wit was 2 


affectation, and all little effeminate arts and airs. 
Reaſon governed her thoughts and actions, nor 
eould the greateſt flow of ſpirits make her for a mo- 
ment forget propriety. Every thing in her was na- 
tural grace, ſhe was always conſiſtent and uniform, 


. 


and a ſtranger to caprice. - e 
Miſs Melman was a compleat coquet, capricious 
and fantaſtical; :As Mr. Alworth was the prettieſt 


man at the place, and known to have a good for- 


tune, ſhe. ſoon ſingled him out as a conqueſt wor- 


thy of her, and ſucceſsfully played off all her arts. 


By appearing to like him, ſhe inticed him to ad- 
dreſs her; and, by a well managed capriciouſneſs 
of behaviour, kept up the fpirit of a purſuit. She 
frequently gave. him reafon to believe her favoura- 
bly diſpoſed towards him, and as often, by obliging 
him to doubt of it, encreaſed his deſire to be cer- 
tain it was true. She kept him in a ſtate of con- 
ſtant anxiety, and made him know her conſequence 
the continual tranſition from pleaſure to pain in 

which he lived. 5 | 
He had not been much more than a fortnight at 
Buxton, when his attachment to Miſs Melman be- 
came: very apparent. Harriot ſaw an affiduity in 
his behaviour very different from what he had ever 
ſhewn to her. He felt that, in the circumſtances 
wherein he and Harriot then were, his conduct 
muſt appear injurious, and ſhame and the ſecret 
reproaches of his conſcience made him take all poſ- 
ſible opportunities of avoiding her preſence; if he 
was obliged to converſe with her, it was with an 
air ſo: reſtrained and inattentive, as made her fear 
His regard for her was entirely vaniſhed. The ſin- 
cere affection the had for him rendered this appre- 
henſion 


foundias her judgment, ſolid and ſterling, free from 
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henſion extremely painful. She would have been 
contented to oy woman his wife; but 
could not bear the thought of loſing his friendſhip, 
At firſt ſne paſſed over this ch in ſilence, and 
appeared even not to obſerve it; dut when they 
received an account that the marriage writings 
were finiſhed, the thought an affected blindneſs 
highly unſeaſonable, — told wy in the moſt 
friendly and generous manner, nothing re- 
mained to be done but ES that 
« the plainly. perceived another had obtained the 
heart ſne never poſſeſſed, that the meaſures taken 
for their marriage were of no ſort of c 

and ſhe flattered herſelf ſhe ht retain his 
* friendſhip, though he gave his nd- to ano- 
< ther ./! 

Mr. Alworth at firſt: nel en _ 
recovering himſelf, confeſſed to her frankly, 
never knew the weakneſs and folly of the — 
heart, tilt his own convinced —— of it; that 
© he had always felt for her the m eſteem, 
joined with the tendereit affection; due his paſ- 
© fions had had no ſhare in his attachment. On 
< the cont he found them ſtrongly engaged 
< on the ſide of Miſs Melman, and' _—_ ardour 
for her which. he had never before experienced. 
That he could not think of being her huſband 
* without rapture, though he ſaw-plainly ſhe, was 
inferior to his Harriot both in — and under 
ſtanding; and, as for her principles, he was to- 
tally ignorant 'of them. He now, he ſaid, per 
ceived the difference between friendſhip and Rav 
and was convinced, that efteem and paſſion were 
totally independant, fince ſhe entirely poſſeſſed. 
9 one, while Miſs — totally engroſſed the 
*'Y er. . | 
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Farriot was pleaſed with the frankneſs of Mr. 

| Alworth's confeſſion, and wiſhed only to be: ſecure 
of his friendſhip; but ſhe ſaw him ſo-wholly taken up 
with Miſs Melman, that ſhe was convinced paſſion 
had greater power over his ſex than eſteem, and 

that while his mind was under the tumultuous in- 
fluence of love, ſhe muſt expect very little ſatisfac- 


tion.irom: his friendſniiljisf‚‚‚. 
She took upon herſelf the: taſk. of breaking off 
their treaty of marriage, and acquainted her grand- 
mother with her reſolution, who ſaw too plainly 
the reaſon for her doing ſo to blame her conduct, 
though ſhe grieved at the neceſſity for it, and 
could not fincerely forgive her grandſon's levity 
and want of judgment, in preferring a wild fan- 
taſtic girl to the extreme beauty and ſolid well- 
known merit of Harriot, an error for which ſhe 
prophetically ſaw he would in time be ſeverely 
A CC 
HFarriot, from the intended bride, now became 
the confidant of Mr. Alworth, though with an 
aching heart, for ſhe feared that, after experiencing 
the more active ſenſations of a ſtrong paſſion, friend- 
ſhip would appear too infipid to have any charms for 
him. She accompanied Mrs. Alworth home before 
the lovers choſe to leave Buxton, but not till ſhe 
had prevailed with her grandmother to conſent that 
the marriage between Miſs Melman and Mr. Al- 
worth ſhould be celebrated at her houſe. "+ {hs 
When every thing requiſite for the ceremony was 
ready, they came to Mrs. Alworth's, where the in- 
diſſoluble knot was tied, and, in the bridegroom's 
opinion, the moſt perfect happineſs ſecured to his 
future years. They ſtaid but a few days after the 
marriage, and then went to her father's houſe, till 
the approaching winter called them to . 
8 5 arriot 
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Harriot found a great loſs of a friend ſhe ſo ſin- 
cerely loved, but ſhe hoped he would be as happy 
as he expected, and had the ſatisfaction of be- 
lieving he retained a tender regard for her. They 
correſponded. frequently, and his letters aſſured 
her of his felicity. After ke-had been ſome time 
fixed in London, he grew indeed leſs eloquent on 
the ſubject, which did not ſurpriſe her, as the va- 
riety of his engagements ſhortened his letters, and 
denied him leiſure to expatiate on the moſt pleaſing 
topics. E 6: W E 
M ſs Denham had accompanied her ſiſter home, 
and in the winter Mrs. Alworth was informed by 
Mrs. Tonſton, that Miſs Denham had received a 
propoſal from a gentleman of a good eſtate, but 
he inſiſted on a fortune of nine thouſand pounds, 
which was two more than ſhe was poſſeſſed of; and, 
as they wiſhed the old lady to make that addition, 
Mrs. Tonſton, as an inducement, added, that the 
_ gentleman was extremely agreeable to her ſiſter. 
Mrs. Alworth was not inclined to comply with 


riot urged to prevail with her to give the requiſite 
ſum, than that it was more than perhaps would, at 
her death, fall to Miſs, Denham's ſhare, and ſhe ſaw 
no temptation to purchaſe ſo mercenary a man. 
When Harriot found that all ſhe could ſay was 
unavailing, ſhe told Mrs. Alworth, that, if ſhe 
* would give her leave, ſhe was determined to make 
© the required addition out of her own fortune, for 
© ſhe could not bear her couſin ſhould be diſappoint- 
ed in a particularſhe thought eſſential to her hap- - 
* pineſs, by the want of a ſum of money which ſhe 
could very well ſpare ; adding, that the treatment 
© ſhe had received from her couſins, ſhe attributed 
© to childiſhneſs and ale and ſhould be far worſe 
Toma | | nn 


their views, and made no other anſwer to all Har- 
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© than they were, if the could remember it with : 
« refentment.” OL MII IR e 
Mrs. Alworth-was greatly touched with this in. 
- ance of Harriot's generoſity, and finding that n= I 
thing but the exertion of her authority,” which her 
grand-daughter acknowledged abſolute, and always 
obeyed implicitly, could prevent her from perform- 
ing her purpoſe ; ſhe determined to take the moſt 
_ effeCtual means of hindering it, by advancing the 
money herſelf, and invited Miſs Denham and her 
Iover to her houſe ; where the marriage was per- 
formed, and they departed. | — © 
Mrs. Alworth began to feel the infirmities of age, 
and now that ſhe and Harriot were left to a conti- 
nual tete d téte, abſolute quiet might have degene- 
rated into ſomething like dulneſs; but the ilkurb- 
ance they found not at home, reached them from 
abroad. Mr. Parnel was wearied with his wife's 
fondneſs, who, not conſidering that he had married 
her more out of gratitude than affection, had diſ- 
uſted him with the continual profeſſions of a love, 
to which his heart would not make an equal return. 
This fondneſs teazed a temper, naturally good, into 
eeviſhneſs, and was near converting indifference 
into diſlike. Mrs. Parnel, diſtreſſed beyond mea- 
ſure at an effect ſo contrary to what the intended, 
reproached him with ingratitude, and tormented 
Him with tears and complaints. 
Harriot, who conſidered this match as in a great 
meaſure her own work, was particularly defirous 
of redreſſing theſe grievances, and took great pains 
to perſuade Mrs. Parnel to reſtrain her ——— 


and ſuppreſs her complaints, while ſhe endeavoured 
to make her huſband ſenſible, that he ought, in 
conſideration for the cauſe, to pardon the trouble- 
ſome effects, and not to ſuffer himſelf to be _ : 
* b 8 
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guſted by that affection in his wife, which to moſt - 
| Huſbands would appear a merit. Mrs. Alworth 
joined to Harriot's perſuaſion, the influence her age 
and reſpectable character gave her, and though 
not without great difficulty, they at laſt ſaw Mr. and 
Mrs. Parnel live in peace and amity, without an 
of the pleafures ariſing from ſtrong and delicate af- 


ſecdions, or the ſufferings occaſioned by ill humour 


and hatred ; and whatever void they might find in 
their hearts, they were ſo happy as to have well 
filled by two uw fine children, which Mrs. Parnel 
brought her huſband, who always treated her with 
great indulgence, in hopes of fixing Harriot's good 
opinion; for though deſpair had damped his paſſion, 
yet he ſtill loved her with the tendereſt reſpect and 
reverence, 
Towards the latter end of the ſecond year of Mr. 
Alworth's marriage, his grandmother died, much 
regretted by Harriot, whom ſhe left miſtreſs of her 
own fortune, with the addition of four thouſand 
pounds, part of it the accumulated intereſt of her 
paternal inheritance, the reſt Mrs. Alworth's le- 
gacy. Her grandſon ſucceeded to her houſe, and 
intreated Harriot, that he might find her there when 
he came to take poſſeſſion. | | | 
Their correſpondence had been regular, but 
they had never met ſince his marriage. Mrs. Al- 
worth was not fond of the converſation of an old 
lady; and, from ſeeing herſelf not very agreeable 
to her grandmother, felt an uncommon awe in her 
preſence, Harriot had received repeated invita- 
tions from them, but could not be prevailed with tos 


leave old Mrs. Alworth, who had no other compa=- 
nion, 
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Te only relief ſhe found in her affliction for 
the loſs of ſo worthy a parent, was putting the 
Houſe, and all belonging to it, in order, for the re- 


pected to renew the happineſs ſhe had fo long en- 
d from it. Nor was ſhe diſappointed in her 
opes of finding him ſtill her friend; they met 
with mutual joy, and Mrs. Alworth ſeemed at 

Krſt as much pleaſed with her new poſſeſſion, as 


a0 oy of her firſt friend, in whoſe ſociety the ex- 


they were with each other. But Harriot ſoon 


found her happineſs conſiderably damped. Mr. 
Alworth, unwilling to let his grandmother know _ 
the ill ſucceſs of an union which he was ſenſible ' 
the diſapproved, had been ſilent on that ſubject in 
His letters, but he was too well acquainted with the 
generoſity of Harriot's temper, to fear ſhe would 
triumph at the natural conſequence of his ill- 


| 1 paſſion, and therefore concealed not 


rom her any part of the uneaſineſs which his 


wife's diſpoſttion gave him. He too late ſaw the 


difference between ſenſible vivacity and animal 
ſpirits, and found Mrs Alworth a giddy coquet, 
too volatile to think, too vain to love; pleaſed 
with admiration, inſenſible to affection; fond of 
Hattery, but indifferent to true praiſe; imprudent- 
y vivacious in mixed companies, lifeleſs when 
alone with him; and deſirous of charming all man- 
kind except her huſband, who, of his whole ſex, 
ſeemed the only perſon of no conſequence to her. 
As her view was to captivate in public, ſhe co- 
vered a very pretty complexion with pearl-powder 


and rouge, becauſe they made her more reſplen- 


dent by candle-light, and in public places. Mr. 
Alworth had in Gone terms expreſſed his abhor- 


. rence of that practice; but ſhe was ſurpriſed 
* he ſhould intermeddle in an affair that was no 


« buſineſs 
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© © bufineſs of his, ſurely ſhe might wear what com- 
_ © plexion ſhe pleaſed.” 
temper inclined him to rational ſock 
his wife could bear no part. 


multitude of coxcombs attended her toilet. | Mr. 
Alworth's extreme fondneſs for her made him at 
firſt very wretched ; he ſoon found himſelf-the moſt 
diſregarded of all mankind, and every man ap- 


ed his rival; but, on nearer obſervation, he per- 


ceived his jealouſy was groundleſs, and that ſhe 
was too giddy to love wy thing. - This made his 
pride eaſy, but his tenderneſs ſtill had much to 
endure, till at length contempt produced ſome de- 
gree of indifference, and his ſufferings became leſs 
acute, though he lived in continual grief, at find- 
ing himſelf diſappointed of all his airy hopes of 
happineſs. pod | of 
Harriot was ſcarcely leſs afflicted than himſelf, 
ſhe endeavoured to render him maze contented 
with his ſituation, and attempted to teach Mrs, 
Alworth to think, but in both was equally un- 
ſucceſsful. . However, this was not all ſhe had to 
endure, When Mr. Alworth began with unpre- 
judiced eyes to compare her he had loſt with the 
woman for whom he relinquiſhed her; when he 
ſaw how 
Mrs. Alworth's, notwithſtanding the addition of 
all her borrowed charms, he wondered what ma- 
gic had blinded him to her ſuperiority. But when 
he drew a compariſon between the admirable under- 
{tanding of the one, her great fund of knowledge, 
and the inexhauſtible variety in her converſation, 
with the inſipid dulneſs or unmeaning vivacity of 
the other, he was ſtill more aſtoniſhed, and could 
not forgive his ſtrange infatuation. This train of 


M 3 thought 


The natural turn. of his 
, but in that 
The little time ne 
was at home was employed in dreſſing, and a 


greatly Harriot's natural beauty eclipſed 
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thought perhaps had no ſmall ſhare in giving riſe to 
a paſſion for Harriot, which he had never felt, while 
it might have been the ſource of much happineſs to 
them both. In ſhort, he became violently in love 
with her, and fell a prey to the moſt cruel regret 
and deſpair ; ſenfible that all he ſuffered | was the 


% _ Conſequence of his own folly. 


Reſpect for Harriot made Mr. Alworth endeavour 
to conceal his paſſion, but could not prevent its 
daily increaſe. At this time I became acquainted 
with her, during a viſit I made in the neighbour- 


' hood;+and as the natural openneſs both of her diſ- 


poſition and mine inclined us to converſe with much 
freedom, I one day took the liberty to tell her how 
much Mr. Alworth was in love with her. She had 
not the leaſt ſuſpicion of it, the entire affection 
which had always ſubſiſted between them, ſhe ima- 
gined ſufficient to lead me into that error, but told 
me the thing was impoffible ; and to prove it, re- 
lated all the circumſtances of their intended union. 
Appearances were too ſtrong to ſuffer me to be 
perſuaded that I was miſtaken : I acknowledged that 
what the urged ſeemed to contradict my opinion, 
but in reality did not diſprove it, the perverſeneſs 
of human nature being ſuch as rendered it not at 
all improbable, that the eaſineſs of obtaining her, 
when they had both been, as it were, bred up with 
that view, might be the ſole occaſion of his indif- 
ference, while the impoſſibility of ever poſſeſſing her 
now, would only ſerve to inflame his paſſion. 
Harriot accuſed me of repreſenting human na- 
ture more perverſe and abſurd than it really was, 
and continued firm in the perſuaſion of my being 
miſtaken, Whatever glaring ſigns of Mr. Al- 


worth's love appeared, ſhe ſet them all down to the 
| account 


was in the utmoſt horror leſt this declaration ſhould 
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account of friendſhip ;. till at length his mind was 
fo torn with grief and deſpair, that, no longer able 
to conceal the cauſe of his greateſt ' ſufferings, he 
begged her to teach him how to conquer a paſſion, 
which, while it exiſted, muſt make him wretched ; 
and, with the greateſt confuſion, declared how un- 
accountably unfortunate he was, both in not loving, 
and in loving, each equally out of ſeaſon. Almoſt. 
diſtracted with the diftreſsful ſtate of his mind, he 


offend her; and, throwing himſelf at her ſeet, with 
a countenance and manner which ſhewed him al- 
moſt frantic with deſpair, terrified her ſo much, 
that ſhe did not feel half the ſhock this diſcovery 
would have given her, had it been made with more 
calmneſs. e 
She ſtrove to filence him; ſhe endeavoured to 

raiſe him from her feet, but to no purpoſe; ſhe 
could not abate the agonies of his mind, without 
aſſuring him ſhe forgave him. Her ſpirits were in 
extreme agitation ll ſhe ſaw him a little compoſed, 
for ſhe feared his ſenſes were affected ; but when 
her alarm began to abate, the effect of her terrors 
and her grief appeared in a flood of tears; Mr. Al- 
worth found them infectious, and ſhe was obliged 
to dry them up in 'order to comfort him. . When he 
grew more compoſed, Harriot ventured, after ex- 
preſſing his concern for her having conceived ſo un- 
fortunate a paſſion, to intimate that abſence was the 
| beſt remedy, and that there was nothing to be done 
but for her to leave the houſe. 
Mr. Alworth was not able to ſupport the men-- 
tion of her going away, and intreated her at leaſt 
to give him time to arm himſelf againſt the great: 
eſt misfortune that could befal him, the loſs of her 
ſociety. She dared not controul him in any thing 
M 4 material, 
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materfal, while his mind continued in. that deſpe- 
mate fituation, and therefore conſented to Thy 
die time longer. She found it very difficult to 
make him think, that there ever was a proper time 
for her-to depart, though his paſſion was much leſs 
- - -tormenting fince he had ventured to declare it; 
-, . and what before aroſe nearly to diſtraction, ſunk - 
no into-a foft melancholy. Mrs. Alworth paid ; 
- - | jo little attention to her huſband, that ſhe had not 1 
perceived the conflict in his mind. She was we- 
= _ ried with the country to the greateſt degree, and 
made the tireſome days as ſhort as ſhe could, by not 
. riſing till noon ; from that time till dinner her toi- 
let found her ſufficient employment. As the neigh- 
- bourhood was large, ſhe very frequently contrived 
tio make a party at cards; but, as her company was 
not uſed to play high, this afforded her little relief, 
except ſhe could find ſomebody to bet with her, 
. - which was not very difficult, as ſhe was contented . 
to do it to a diſadvantage. - e 
In this way fhe contrived, juſt, as ſhe called it, 
to drag on life; and wondered how ſo fine a wo?: 
man as Harriot could have ſo long buried herſelf - 
in that place, ſcarcely more lively than the family 
' 6. Sault. | | | 
When Harriot thought ſhe had fufficiently con- 
vinced Mr. Alworth of the neceſſity of her ab- 
ſence, ſhe took her leave with much greater concern 
than ſhe would ſuffer to appear, though ſhe did not 
affect indifference; but the truth was, Mr. Al- 
worth's paſſionate tenderneſs for her, had made an 
impreſſion on her heart, which, without it, all his 
merit could not effect. The melancholy languor 


which overſpread his countenance, gave it charms | 
ſhe had never before diſcovered ; the ſoft accents 


in which he breathed the moſt delicate love, pene- 
| trated 


* 


trated tocher very ſoul, and ſhe no longer found 


that indifference which had been ſo remarkable a 
art of her character. But ſhe carefully concealed” 


- 
-. 


theſe new ſenſations, in hopes that he would more 


eaſily conquer his paſſion, by not thinking it re- 
turned. | — EY 
Though the winter was ſcarcely begun, yet hav- 
ing no inducement to go to any other place, ſhe 
went to London; and, as I had prolonged my ſtay 
in the country only to grati inclination for” 
her e 1 weed Sith x May town. Mrs. 
Alworth did not ftay a month after us; but her 
huſband, whoſe health was by no means in a good 
ftate, went to Bath; and that he might not be quite 


_ deſtitute of pleaſure, he carried his little boy with b 


him, though but a year and a quarter old ; his wife 
not contending with him for this privilege, as the 


would have ſeen little more of the babe had it been 


in London. 


Harriot Trentham was, at her firſt arrival, in very 


low ſpirits, and every letter ſhe received from Mr. 
Alworth increaſed her dejection, as it painted his in 
very ſtrong colours. As the town filled ſhe began 
to try if diſſipation could diſpel her melancholy. 
Her beauty, the fineneſs of her perſon, and her be- 
ing known to have a large fortune, which Fame 
even exaggerated, procured her many lovers, and 
ſhe became the moſt admired woman in town. This 
was a new ſource of pleaſure to her. She had lived 
where the ſaw not many fingle men, and though 
few of theſe, who dared to flatter themſelves with 
hopes, had failed paying their addreſſes to her, yet 
_ theſe ſucceffive courtſhips were very dull, when 
compared with all the flutter of general admiration. 
Her dook's were now neglected, and, to avoid think- 
ing on a ſubject which conſtantly afflicted her, ſhe 
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forced herſelf into public, and was glad to find that 


the idleneſs of the men, and her own vanity, could 
afford her entertainment. TE 


She was not however ſo wares: ngroſſed by this 


pleaſing diſſipation, as to neglect any means of 
ſerving the diſtreſſed. Mrs. Tonſton, exerting the 


genius ſhe had ſo early ſhewn for traducing others, 


ſet her huſband and his family at variance, till at 
length the falſhoods, by which ſhe had effected it, 
came to be diſcovered. Her huſband and ſhe had 
never lived well together, and this proof of her bad 
heart diſguſted him ſo intirely, that he turned her 
out of his houſe, allowing her a meer trifle for her 


_ ſupport. In this diſtreſs ſhe ay a to Harriot, who 


ſhe knew was ever ready to 
had moſt injured her. b | | 
Her was not unſucceſsful. Harriot 
ſent her a conſiderable preſent for her immediate 
convenience, and then went into the country to 


Mr. Tonſton, to whom ſhe repreſented ny 
e 


erve even thoſe who 


his ungenerous treatment, ſince the fortune his wi 


brought him gave her a right to a decent mainte- 
nance, that he made a proper ſettlement upon her, 


and gave the writings into Harriot's hands, who not 


only ſaw the money paid regularly, but took ſa 
22 pains to —.— Mrs. Tonflon of the ma- 
lignity of her diſpoſition, that ſhe brought her to 
a due ſenſe of it, and, by applying for his aſſiſtance 
to mend her heart, who beſt knew its defects, ſhe 
became ſo altered in temper, that five years after 
her ſeparation from her huſband, Harriot effected a 
reconciliation, and they now live in great amity 
together, gratefully acknowledging their obligations 
to her. 


I have 
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I have anticipated this fact in order to render my 
narrative leſs tedious, or I ſhould have . at 
Harriot's procuring a ſettlement for Mrs. Tonſton, 
and have told you that, by lying, in her return, k4 
an inn where the ſmall-pox then was, ſhe caught 


that diſtemper, and ſoon after ſhe arrived in Lon- | 


don it appeared. I need not ſay that ſhe had it 
to a very violent degree. Being then in town, ! 
had the good fortune to nurſe her, and flatter my- 
ſelf that my care was not uſeleſs ; for in caſes ſo 
dangerous, no one, who does not feel all the ten- 
der ſolicitude of a friend, can be a proper 
nurſe; 7. #7 2 Pu = | : 

Mrs. Alworth wrote her huſband word of Har- 
riot's illneſs, who came poſt to London, filled 


with the extremeſt anxiety, and ſhared the fatigue - | 


of nurſing with me; ſhe was all the time delirious. Þ 
When ſhe came to her ſenſes, ſhe at firſt ſeemed : 
mortified to think Mr. Alworth had ſeen her in that 


disfigured condition; but, on reflexion, told me, 


ſhe rejoiced in it, as ſhe thought it muſt totally 
« extinguiſh his paſſion, and her greateſt ſolicitude 
« was for his happineſs.* But ſhe afterwards found 
her expectation was ill grounded. 

When ſhe recovered, ſhe perceived that the 
ſmall-pox had entirely i deſtroyed her beauty. She 
acknowledged ſhe was not inſenſible to this mortifi- 
cation; and, to avoid the obſervation of the envi- 
ous, or even of the idly curious, ſhe retired, as ſoon 
as the was able to travel, to a country-houſe which 
I hired for her. 

In a very ſhort time ſhe became perfectly con- 
tented with the alteration this cruel diſtemper had 
made in her. Her love for reading returned, and 
the regained the quiet happineſs of which flutter 

| M 6 and 
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4 J and diffipation had deprived. her, without ſubſti- 
= .tuting any thing fo valuable in its place. She has 
- often ſaid,.-* ſhe looks on this accident as a re- 


wand for the good ſhe had done Mrs. Tonſton, 
and that few benevolent actions receive ſo im- 
= © mediate a recompence, or we ſhould be leſs re- 


"© -miſs in our duties, though not more meritori- 
*- © ous in performing them.“ She found retirement 


better calculated for overcoming an hopeleſs paſſion 


than noiſe and flutter. She had indeed, by diſſipa- 
. tion, often chaſed Mr. Alworth from her thoughts, 
but-at the firſt moment of leiſure his idea returned 
in as lively colours, as if it had always kept poſ- 
ſeſſion of her mind. In the country ſhe had time 
co reflect on the neceſſity of conquering this incli- 
nation, if ſhe wiſhed to enjoy any tolerable happi- 
neſs, -and therefore took proper meafures to combat 
it. Reaſon and piety, when united, are extremely 
prevalent, and, with their aſſiſtance, ſhe reſtrained 
her affection once more within its ancient bounds 
of friendſhip. Her letters to Mr. Alworth were 
F filled with remonſtrances againſt the indulgence of 
his love, and the ſame means ſhe had found effec- 
tual, ſhe recommended to him, and with fatisfac- 


* tion learnt, that though they had not entirely ſuc- 


ceeded, yet he had acquired ſuch a command over 
his heart, that he was. as little wretched as a man 
can be, who is a living monument of the too 
common folly of being captivated by a fudden 
glare of perſon and parts, and of the fatal error 
of thoſe men who ſeek in marriage for an amuſing 
trifler, rather than a rational and amiable compa- 
nion, finding too late that the vivacity which pleaſes - 


in the miltrefs, is often a fatal vice in a wife. He 


lives chiefly in the country, has generally a few 
| | | friends 
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friends in the houſe with him, and takes 'a great 


deal of pains in the education of his two ſons; 
while their mother ſpends almoſt the whole year in 
town, immerſed in folly and diſſipation. F 


About fourteen years ago Harriot, who T ought | 
to begin to call Mrs. Trentham, came to ſee a2 
lady in this neighbourhood, and thus was firſt 


known to the inhabitants of this manſion. They 


were much pleaſed with her acquaintance, and 
when ſhe had performed her viſit, invited her to 
paſs a little time with them. She required no ſo- - * 


licitation, for it was the very thing ſhe wiſhed, and 
here ſhe has remained ever ſince. When Mr. 
Maynard died, leaving me but a ſmall jointure, 
Mrs. Trentham was . in her inclination, of 
aſking me to ſpend the firſt part of my widowhood 


with her and her friends; and J have been fortunate 


enough to recommend myſelf ſo effectually, that 
they have left me no room to doubt their chuſing 
my continuance with them, and indeed I think 


could ſcarcely ſupport life were I banifhed from 
this heavenly ſociety. 1 "IF 


Mrs. Trentham and Mr. Alworth keep up a con- 
ſtant correſpondence by letters, but avoid meeting. 


His wife has brought him one daughter, and Mrs. 


Trentham's happineſs has been rendered compleat, 
by obtaining from her permiſſion to educate this 
child; a favour, which contrary to what is uſual, is 
eſteemed very ſmall by her who granted, and y 
great by the perſon that received it. This girl is 
now ten years old, and the moſt accompliſhed of her 
age of any one, perhaps, in the kingdom. Her 
hs, and her temper ee, engaging. 
She went about a week ago to her father, whom 


ſhe viſits for about three weeks twice in a year, 
and never returns unimproved. 8 
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Mrs. Trentham's fortune made a good addt- 
* tion to the income of the ſociety, they on this oc- 
cCcCaſion eſtabliſhed in the pariſh-a manufacture of 
* carpets' and ruggs, which has ſucceeded ſo well, 
do enrich all the country round about. 

A s the morning was not very far advanced, I 


: 
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" aſked Mrs. Maynard to conduct us to this manufac- 
ture, as in my opinion there is no ſight ſo delight- 


ſul as extenſive induſtry. She readily complied, 
and led us to a fort of ſtreet, the moſt inhabited 


art of the village, above half a mile from Mil- 
Enium-Hall. Here we found ſeveral hundreds of 


employed in the various parts of the manufacture, 
ſome ſpinning, ſome weaving, others dying the 
worſted, and in ſhort all buſy, ſinging and whiſt- 
ling, with the appearance of general chearfulneſs, 
2 their neat dreſs ſhewed them in a condition of 
proper plenty. | | 1 e 
T be ladies, it ſeems, at firſt hired perſons to in- 


dened with poer, and ſo over-ſtotked with hands, 


But as they feared an enterpriſing undertaker might 
ruin their plan, they themſelves undertook to be 


| 5 ſtewards; they ſtood the firſt expence, allowed a 


conſiderable. profit to the directors, but kept the 
diſtribution of the money entirely in their own 
hands: thus they prevent the poor from-being op- 
preſſed by their ſuperiors, for they allow them great 
wages, and by their very diligent inſpection hinder 
any frauds. I never was more charmed, than to 


ſee a manufacture ſo well ordered, that ſcarcely 
_ , any one is too young or too old to partake of its 
emoluments. As the ladies have the direction of 
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people of all ages, from fix years old to — 


ſtruct the neighbourhood, which was then bur- 
that only a ſmall part of them could find work. 
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the whole, they give more to the children and the. 
aged, in proportion to the work they do, than to 


thoſe who are more capable, as a proper encourage 


ment, and reward for induſtry in thoſe ſeaſons of 


life in which it is ſo uncommon. 


* 


We were ſo taken up with obſerving theſe peo- 
ple, that we got home but juſt as dinner was car- 
Tying In. | | | WT Fo | 
In the afternoon we informed the ladies how we 


* 


had ſpent the latter part of the morning, and in 


the courſe of converſation Lamont told them, that 
< they were the firſt people he ever knew who ' 


lived entirely for others, without any N to 
< their own pleaſure; and that were he a Roman 
Catholic, he ſhould beg of them to confer on him 
< the merit of ſome of their works of ſupererroga» 
© tion,” =» 5 's 

© I do not know where you could find them, re- 
© plied Mrs. Mancel, I believe we have not-been 
able to diſcover any ſuch ; on the contrary, we 
are ſenſible of great deficiencies in the perform» 
< ance of our duty.“ „ . 

Can you imagine, Madam, interrupted La- 
mont, that all you do here is a duty? | 
Indiſpenſibly ſo, anſwered Mrs. Mancel ; we 
are told by him who cannot err, that our time, 


ed with us as ſo many talents, for the uſe of 
which we muſt give a ſtrict account. How we 
ought to uſe them he has likewiſe told us; as to 
our fortunes in the moſt expreſs terms, when he 
commands us to feed the hungry, to cloath the 
naked, to relieve the priſoner, and to take care 
of the fick. Thoſe who have. not an inheri- 


our money, and our underftandings, are entruſt. 


tance that enables them to do this, are commanded” 
| * Te 
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do labour, in order to obtain means to relieve 
*F * thoſe who are incapable of gaining the neceſſa- 
tries of life. Can we then imagine, that every one 
E* © js not required to aſſiſt others to the utmoſt of his 
- © power, . we are commanded even to work 
for the means of doing ſo? God's mercy and 
bounty is univerſal, it flows unaſked, and un- 
F © merited; we are bid to endeavour to imitate 
bim as far as our nature will enable us to do it. 
What bounds then ought we to ſet to our good 
= * offices, but the want of power to extend them 
* farther? Our faculties and our time ſhould be 
© employed in directing our donations in a 
& manner the moſt conducive to the benefit of 
.* mankind, the moſt for the encouragement of 
£ 
1 
£ 


:3 


virtue, and the ſuppreſſion of vice; to aſſiſt in 
this work is the buſineſs of ſpeech, of reaſon, and 
of time. Theſe ought to be employed in ſeek- 
ing out opportunities of doing good, and in con- 
© triving means for regulating it to the beſt pur- 
© poſe. Shall I allow much careful thought to- 
© wards ſettling the affairs of my houſhold with 
© cxconomy, and be careleſs how I diſtribute my 
© benefaftions to the poor, to whom I am only a 
© ſteward, and of whoſe intereſts I ought to be as 
'© careful as of my own? By giving them my 
© money I may facrifice my covetouſneſs, but by - 
„ doing it negligently I indulge my indolence, 
© which [ A to endeavour to conquer as much 
as every other vice. Each ftate has its trials; 
the poverty of the lower rank of people exerciſes 
< their induſtry and patience; the riches of the 
great are trials of their temperance, humility, 
© and humanity. Theirs is perhaps the more 
difficult part, but their preſent reward is alſo 
8b greater 
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e if they acquit themſelves well; as for the 
utare, there may probably be no inequality. 1 
Fou obſerved, Sir, ſaid Mrs. Trentham, that 


we live for others, without any regard to our 


own pleaſure, therefore I imagine you think our 
way of life inconſiſtent with it; but give me 
leave to ſay you are miſtaken, What is there 
worth enjoying in this world that we do not 
poſſeſs ? We have all the conveniencies of life, * 
nay, all the luxuries that can be included among 
them. We might indeed keep a large retinue 
but do you think the ſight of a number of uſeleſs _ 
attendants could afford us half the real ſatisfaction 
that we feel from ſeeing the money, which muſt 
be laviſhed on them, expended in ſupporting the 
old and decrepid, or nouriſhing the helpleſs in- 
fant ? We might dreſs with ſo much expence, that 
we could ſcarcely move under the -burden of our 
apparel ; but is that more eligible, than to ſee the 
ſhivering wretch clad in warm and comfortable 
attire? Can the greateſt luxury of the table afford 
ſo true a pleaſure as the reflection that, inſtead of its 
being over-charged with ſuperfluities, the homely 
board of the cottager is bleſſed with plenty ? We 
might ſpend our time in going from place to 
place, where none wiſh to ſee us except they find 
a deficiency at the card-table, perpetually living 
among thoſe, whoſe vacant minds are ever ſeek- 
ing after pleaſures foreign to their own taſtes, 
and purſue joys which vaniſh as ſoon as poſſeſſed; 
for theſe would you have us leave the infinite ſa- 
tisfaction of being beheld with gratitude and 
love, and the ſucceſſive enjoyments of rational 
delights, which here fill up every hour? Should 
we do wiſely in quitting a ſcene, where every 
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"els, our. mind to the great Creator, to 
© mix among all the folly of depraved nature? 
3 If we take it in a more ſerious light, ſtill we 
c ſhall perceive a great difference in the comforts 
© ariſing from the reflexions on a life ſpent in an 
< endeayour to obey our Maker, and to correct our 
< own defects, in à conſtant — of our offences, 
© and an earneſt deſire to avoid the commiſſion. of 
£ them for the future, from a courſe of hurry and 
© diffipation, which will not afford us leiſure to re- 
6 collect our . nor attention to atop 
- © amending them.” 
The difference is indeed friking, ſaid. "A 
© mont,. and there can be no doubt which is moſt 


_ © eligible; but are you not too rigid in your cen- 


c - = of diſſipation? You ſeemed to be iclined 
* forbid, all innocent pleaſures.” 
By no means, replied Mrs, Trentham, . 
C . are not always innocent becauſe they are 
© trifling. Can any thing be more innocent than 
« picking of ſtraws, or playing at puſh-pin ; but if 
* a man employs himſelf ſo continually in either, 
© that he neglects to ſerve a friend, or to inſpect 
4 his affairs, does it not ceaſe to pe innocent ? 
Should a ſchool-boy be found whipping a top 
* during ſchool hours, would his maſter forbear 
1 Sion becauſe it is an innocent amuſement ? 
And yet thus we plead for things as trifling, tho? 
they obſtruct the exerciſe of the greateſt duties 
+ in life. Whatever renders us forgetful of our 
© Creator, and of the purpoſes for which he called 
© us into being, or leads us to be inattentive to his 
commands, or neglectful in the performance of 
C them, becomes criminal, however innocent in 


While we purſue theſe things 
with 
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: Mrs. TRE HAM. 262 7 
© with a moderation which prevents ſuch effects 
« they are always innocent, and often defireables = 
the exceſs only is to beavoided? - ' +. 7 

© I have nothing left me to ſay, anſwered La- 
mont, than that your doctrine muft. be true, and 
your lives are happy; but may I without imper- 
© tinence obſerve, that I ſhould imagine your ex- 

c tenfive charities require an immenſe fortune.”  - 

Not ſo much, perhaps, ſaid Mrs. Morgan, as 
© you ſuppoſe. We keep a very regular account, 
© and at an average, for every year, will not be 
exactly the ſame, the total ſtands thus. The 
girls ſchool four hundred pounds a year, the boys 
an hundred and fifty, apprentieing ſome and 
equipping. others for ſervice one hundred. The 
cloathing of the girls in the houſe forty. The 
alms . houſes two hundred. The maintenance of 
the monſters an hundred and twenty. Fortunes 
and furniture, for ſuch young perſons as _— 
in this and the adjoining. pariſhes, two hundred. 

All this together amounts only to twelve hundred 
and ten pounds, a year, and yet affords reaſon- 
able comforts to all. The expences of ourſeves 
and houſhold, in our advantageous ſituation, 
come within eight hundred a year. Finding ſo 
great a balance in our favour, we agreed to ap= . 
propriate a thouſand a. year for the ſociety of 
gentlewomen with ſmall or no fortunes; but it 
has turned out in ſuch a manner that they coſt 
us a trifle, We then dedicated that ſum to the 
eſtabliſhment of a manufacture, but ſince the 
fourth year it has much more than paid its ex- | 
pences, though in many reſpects we do not act 
with the œconomy uſual in ſuch caſes, but give 
very high wages, for our deſign being to —_ 
© Mmul= 
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© ©: multitude of poor deſtitute of work, we have no 
nice regard to profit. As we do not mean to 
drive a trade, we have out of the produce made a 
fund for the ſiek and difabled, from which they 
| - © may receive a comfortable ſupport,” and we in- 
_— © tend to ſecure it to them to perpetuity in the beſt 
manner we can“ bon | 
= Ho few people of fortune are there, ſaid La- 
mont, who could not afford 1200/7. a year, with 
| © © only retrenching ſuperfluous and burdenſome ex- 
- © pences? But if they would only imitate you in 
any one branch, how much greater pleaſure would 
_ _ © they then receive from their fortunes than they 
ö 12 „ 
While he was engaged in diſcourſe with the la- 
dies, I obſerved to Mrs. Maynard, that by the ac- 
count ſhe had given me of their income, their ex- 
pences fell far ſhort of it. She whiſpered me, that 
"© their accidental charities were innumerable, all 
44 © the reſt being employed in that way. Their ac- 
_ * quaintance know they cannot ſo much oblige, as 
3 = them an opportunity of relieving di- 
ſtreſs. They receive continual applications, and 
though they give not indiſcriminately, yet they 
never refuſe any who really want. Their dona- 
tions ſometimes are in great ſums, where the caſe 
requires ſuch extraordinary aſſiſtance. If they 
hear of any gentleman's family oppreſſed by too 
many children, or impoveriſhed by ſickneſs, they 
_ © contrive to convey an adequate preſent privately, 
or will ſometimes aſk permiſſich to put ſome of 
their children into buſineſs, or buy them places 
or commiſſions.” 2 ens 
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We acquainted the ladies that we ſhould trquble 


them no longer than that night, and with regret 


ſaw it ſo ſoon ended. The next morning, upen 


going into Lamont's room, I found him reading 


the New Teſtament ;- I could not forbear expreſſing 
| ſome pleaſure and ſurprize at ſeeing him thus un- 


commonly employed. 


He told me, © he was convinced by the ved 5 
of the ladies of this houſe, that their religion muſt 
be the true one. When he had before conſidered 


the lives of Chriſtians, their doctrine ſeemed to 


eſtabliſned by a means ſo very extraordinary; but 
he now ſaw what that religion in reality was, and 
by the purity of its precepts, was convinced its 
original muſt be divine. It now appeared to him 


tion: and reſolving to examine whether the mo- 
ral evidences concurred with that divine ſtamp, 
which was ſo ſtrongly impreſſed upon it, he had 
riſen at day break to get a Bible out of the par- 
lour, that he might ſtudy: precepts, which could 
thus exalt human nature almoſt to divine.“ 

It was with great joy 1 found him fo ſeriouſly 
affected; and when we went to breakfaſt, could 
not forbear communicating my ſatisfaction to my 
couſin, who fincerely ſhared in it. As ſoon as 
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have ſo little influence on their actions, that he 
imagined there was no ſufficient effect produced 
by Chriſtianity, to warrant a belief, that it was 


evidently to be worthy of its miraculous inſtitu- 


breakfaſt was -over, we took leave of the ladies, 


though not till they had made us promiſe a ſecond 


viſit, to which we very gladly agreed, for could we 
with decency have prolonged this, I know not when 
we ſhould have departed. | 


You 5 


- 


* 
7 4d;s. 


Tou, perhaps, wiſh we had done it ſooner, and 


may think I have been too prolix in my account of 
this ſociety ; but the pleaſure I find in the recol- 
lection is ſuch, that I could not reſtrain my pen 
within moderate bounds. If what I have deſcrib- 
ed, may tempt any one to go and do likewiſe, I 


 fhall think myſelf fortunate in communicating it. 


For my part, my thoughts are all en in a 
ſcheme to imitate them on a ſmaller — Ry 3 


1. 7 I am, Sir. 
| 28 MR 59 
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